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FIRST LOVE. 



CHAPTER L 



" I love thee not." 



We left our party concluding breakfast on the 
morning after the masquerade. The ladies 
shortly aftier repaired to the great room, whither 
they were soon followed by some of the gen- 
tlemen, among others the Marquis of H. The 
scene afforded a striking contrast to that of 
the evening before : Sir Archibald's mysterious 
death, together with the atrocious attempt on 
the life of Captain Montgomery, seemed to 
TOL, ni. B- 
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2 FIRST LOVE. 

have girena shock to the gay spirits of all. 
Those who spoke at all^ spoke afanost in whis- 
pers^ their themes . murders, mysteries^ and 
sudden deaths. 

Mr. Graham^ reclining on a chaise longue, was 
very nearly asleep, and Lady Morven was already 
yawning. Julia happened to enter the green- 
house, and was iftmtediately followed thither by 
the Marquis. Wise looks jrere interchanged 
by the rest of the company. Half an hour, an 
hour, nay, a quarter more elapsed, but neither 
Julia nor the Marquis re-appeared. At length 
Frances entered the green-house. Lo, the 
birds had flown ! Julia was found in her own 
room writing to her grandmamma. 

But the Marquis's seat at the dinner table 
was vacant. The servants could give no 
account of his lordship ; but, that he had left 
the .castle on horse-back some hours since. 
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FIRST LOVE* 3 

Julia was observed to colour a litde; when the 
Marquis's abseilce was noticed. 

Lord Fitz-UUin was agwial sear; and our 
hero had again sailed Mth him* A new 
harvest of glory was being reaped by both. 
Almost every column of every newj^aper was 
fiUed with the movements of the fleet under 
the command of Admiml Lord Fits^Ullin; and 
in' every account did the name of Captain 
Mcmtgomery stand pre«emiiie»t in the ranks of 
glory. No wondev ikea if that name often 
fixed the eye of Juliab> 

Indeed, the moment she took «p a paper, it 
was the first word she saw ! It seemed written 
in talismanic characters! It stood out from 
the page, and offered iti^tf to her view, ere, at 
least, she was coAsciotts of having soi^ht for it. 
Yet there were those (and among them Lord 
Aiandale,) who siifl(>eeted that Henry wae the 
b2 
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4- FIRST LOVE. 

object of }ier thoughts, when her face and 
neck became suffused with blushes on her 
being found with a newspaper in her hand. 

At length, Lord Fitz-Ullin lost his life in the 
achievement of one of the most brilliant of his 
victories. The whole nation mourned in the 
midst of triumph ! 

The papers in which, so lately, the heart« 
stirring deeds of the living hero followed each 
other in rapid succession, were now, with a 
mournful sameness, as chilling to the excited 
imagination as the still scene they represented, 
filled, from end to end, with the solemn lying in 
state of the unconscious corse, the funeral lighting 
of the chamber of death, the silent mourners, 
who watched with the dead night and day, the 
sombre splendours of the body's last receptacle. 
The numerous banners waving their shattered 
remnants over it; the noiseless steps of the 
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FIRST LOVB. 5 

spectators^ as they approached, gazed^ and 
passed, treading a flooring that returned no 
echo to their footfalls; the 'firing of minute 
guns by the forts, the lowering of their colours 
half mast high, by all the vessels at the Nore, 
and in the harbour ; the muffled peal of the 
bells; in short, every demonstration of what 
was the feeling of all, in which a nation could 
unite its myriad tongues in one voice of woe. 

In addition to the numerous attendance, pro- 
fessional and official, which was almost a matter 
of course, the mortal remains of the hero were 
to be followed to the grave by many of the 
princes of the blood, and all the principal nobi« 
hty of the kingdom. Among the latter, Lord 
Arandale intended to take his place ; and Mrs* 
Montgomery consented, by letter, to her 
grand-daughters accompanying their aunt and 
uncle to town on the occasion. 
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CHAPTER 11. 

"Britain, 
Well named Great I Mistress of the seas, arb'tress 
Of the earth ; dread of the oppressor, refuge 
Of th* oppressed ; bulwark of liberty, hav*n 
Of hope, standard of justice."— — 
'' The forms of thy sons, in sculptured story, 
Shall to distant times appear, triumph's wreaths 
Their brows entwining." 

Our party completed their journey to town 
late the . day before &e interment was to take 
place. Arrangements previously made by Lord 
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KIR8T LOVB. 7 

Axandale, had secured far them phifcefi in the 
cathedral. The pomps attendant on ti»e fune- 
rals of officers of Lord fitz-UUki's rank, being 
too welLknown to require description, we shall 
only slightly remark the impressions made on 
the mind of our heroine, . who, for Edmund's 
sake, was more than ^commonly interested in 
the..6olemn scene. 

The procession harang entered, tt^.serTiee 
commenced; the effect of the suhliide parts of 
which, onihe.feefii^s of Julia, were such, to- 
gether with the all-pervading graocideur^f ,the 
music ; the slow, .but constsmt movement of the 
passing figures ; and the still solemmty of all 
things else, that, yielding to the one absorbing 
sense of admiring awe, she peesied wrapped in 
a. species of trance, while, from time to time, 
a single voice in the choir, separating itself 
from among the body of sound, woidd reach 
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her ear^ pronouncing, with peculiar distinct* 

« 
ness, some impressive sentence. 

Pious enthusiasm stole over her heart, as, 
with thrilling sweetness, a youthful voice sang, 
" And now. Lord, what is my hope ? truly my 
hope is even in thee !" Again, when the voice 
proclaimed, ^^ Man walketh in a vain shadow, 
and disquieteth himself in vain!*' how con- 
temptible seemed the struggles of worldly am- 
bition for the precedence of an hour! And 
now the- voice pronounced, " In the midst of 
life, we are in death !" And poor Julia thought 
of Edmund, and of the dangers of the sea ; 
and her heart died within her. It so happened 
that the countenances most immediately in the 
view of our heroine, were those of a number of 
the oldest naval officers, who were of course, 
in general, the oldest men, as the ^rey hair, 
thinly scattered on the brow of many told. 
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At the moment Julia first remarked this, 
voices in the choir were singing the verse, 
'^ Though men be so strong that they come to 
fourscore years, yet is their strength but labour 
and sorrow, so soon passeth it away, and we 
are gone." No eye wandered, no limb was 
restless, while the very stillness of each motion* 
less figure possessed expression. It was not 
repose; it was not listlessness ; it was the 
fixedness of serious attention. 

Many of the countenances bore the traces, 
not of age only, but also of hardships. Hard* 
ships endured. Wherefore ? To render home 
a sanctuary ! A sanctuary to infirmity, to in- 
fimcy, to those of her own sex, to all, in short, 
who were unable to defend themselves! Julia's 
enthusiasm arose: How beautifying, she 
thought, is every furrow so produced. 

She pictured to herself each individual now 
b3 
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SO quiescent in fonn ; so still in- feature ; on the 
deck of his floating citadel^ surmottnting a 
tempest, or conquering an enemy. 

Midnight, ifinter, every adventitious circum'^ 
stance, crowded on her poetic imagining, of 
what tliough she had never seen, yet she had 
so often studied in description, that, of all 
subjects, it was the one most £EimiIiar to her 
fancy. Ship after ship arose before her mind's 
eye; till, gradually, they formed themselves 
into an invmcible bulwark around our happy 
isles, establishing diem the throne of peace ; 
while wild wai&re desolated the outer world ! 
" Yes," iliought Julia, ** even our foes find 
r^ge hepe, wh^ oppre80ion hunts them from 
their homes!'' And her heart swelled with 
pride, that she was the native of such a land ! 
The gradations of rank faded before this grand 
distinction; to ^be a Briton, seemed exalta- 
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tion sufficient ! She paused a moment—*' How 
proud a thing then to be one of those who 
have made Britain what she is/' whispered a 
small voice within the (heart of Julia. At the 
moment her eye was fixed in a certain direction, 
by the moving a little forward of a figure^ 
hitherto intercepted by an opposite pillar — it 
was Edmund ! Her heart ceased beating, flut- 
tered, ceased again, then beat so rapidly as to 
impede her breathing. 

Edmund leaned against the pillar, and seemed 
list^iing attentively to the music; he had not 
yet perceived Julia. Her eyes dwelt on the 
serious and mournfiil expression of bis noble 
features, wkh feelings, where tenderness seemed 
to excuse admiration, and admiration to justify 
tenderness. l£s head turned, in a degree 
scarcely perceptible. Their eyea met ; a sudden 
glow covered the face of Ednrand, and' faded 
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instantly ; a look passed, understood by botfa 
to be one of recognition, the sigh expressed 
only by the standing still of thie eye. The 
time, the circumstances, were too solemn for 
more. A- voice in the choir pronouncing, 
" Thou knowest, Lord, the secrets of our 
hearts," seemed to Julia a reproach, for the 
mingling of earthly feelings, whidi had already 
found a place in her bosom. 

During the performance of the service; 
evening approached, and lights became neces- 
sary. The coffin had been placed on a platform 
in the centre of the church ; the canopy had 
been removed, the pall taken off; the solemn 
scene, situated thus, immediately beneath the 
principal source of light, while all things else 
remained in comparative obscurity, had an 
effect, imposing in the highest degree. The 
numerou3 assembly of spectators, imperfectly 
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seen^ — ^the occasional gleaming of the arms and 
accoutrements of the soldiers^ — ^the shadowy 
perspective of the aisles, — ^all became, tributary 
circumstances, lending additional impressiveness 
to the principal object. 

There was at this time a total silence 
throughout the church. After some moments, 
Ihe voice of the oflSciating clergyman was 
heard, singly, and solemnly, pronouncing 
the concluding sentences. And now, the 
words, '^ Earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust 
to dust," fell on the senses with that chill, that 
shuddering, involuntary sympathy with the 
unconscious tenant 6( the grave, which instinct 
grants, while reason would withhold. The. 
'startling sounds from without, of the discharge, 
by signal, of artillery, were heard at the mo- 
ment, and Julia was aroused fr6m meditation 
on the sleep of the grave, by the awful 
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thought of the last trumpet awakuig the dead 
to judgment. 

When the firing ceased^ the leading voice of 
the choir again arose, and floating over the 
solemn scene like some invisible dweller in its 
hallowed light, sang the inspired and inspiring 
words, " Blessed are the dead which die in 
the Lord ! even so, saith the Spirit, for they 
rest from their labours." 

The organ pealed, and now a voice more 
solemn than the last, sang, or rather seemed to 
say, ^' His body is buried in peace !'* An 
hundred voices ,at once broke forth in reply, 
triumphantly proclaiming, *' But his name liveth 
evermore ! his name liveth evermore !'' 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



15 



CHAPTER ra. 

" My heart is not of yon rock, nor my soul 
Careless as that sea, that lifts its wide waves 
To every wind ! If Fingall return not, 
The grave shall hold Comalal'* 

As Lord Arandale's carriage returned that 
evening from the cathedral to Hanover-square^ 
it was overtaken by a chariot and four, driving 
at the utmost speed that could be attempted 
in the streets of London. Some communication 
passed between the servants, and both 
equipages drew up* It being lamp light onlyi 
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and Lady Arandale's shoulder and hat^ while 
her Ladyship shook hands with, and spo^e 
t6 some invisible inmate of the other carriage, 
effectually blocking up the window on that side, 
Julia could not see any thing ; but she heard 
the voice of Arthur, crying, " Good bye! Good 
bye !" And that of Lady Arandale saying, " But 
shall wq not see you? Shall we not see you V 
The carriage, then, must be our hero's, and 
he must, by a look or shake of the head, 
have implied a negative; for Lady Arandale 
spoke again, saying, *^ Oh, I am so^ry for that ! 
Farewell, then ! farewell ! You're a good lad : 
Heaven bless you! Good bye, Arthur, my 
dear," she added, in a more careless tone. 
A hand, meanwhile, was stretched past Lady 
Arandale to offer the farewell grasp to those 
within the carriage. Julia gave hers when 
it came to her turn; and certainly, whether 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



FIRST LOVE. 17 

the invisible person was aware whose it was or 
not, it was held longer^ and with a tenderer 
pressure than any other. The moment after 
it had been released^ she at last heard the well- 
known voice of Edmund^ though scarcely 
audible from suppressed emotion : it said 
only, " Go on/' And immediately the chariot 
drove away. 

There was surely nothing affecting or tender 
in those two Kttle words ; yet, they smote on 
the heart of Julia like an electric shock. 
They were, at once, the first she had heard 
firom Edmund's lips for many weeks, and the 
signal for his present departure, it might be 
for years, it might be for ever ! 

The long-cherished feeHngs of tender affec- 
tion for the dear speaker^ vibrated to the 
tones of that loved voice ; and long after they 
had passed away, did they seem to linger on 
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18 FIRST LOVE. 

the sense of bearing, like the faint notes of 
receding music: How often had those very 
tones been heard addressed to herself, and 
saying the kindest things I Her eyes over- 
flowed with irrepressible tears. She could 
have envied, at the moment, the very postil- 
lions. Yet it could not have been because 
those words had been addressed to them; 
perhaps it was, because th^ were going with 
Edmund. He must, she knew, be hastening 
to join his ship. He was hastening, then, to 
danger, po9sibly to death — for when we have 
just witnessed any impressive instance of mor- 
tality, how fragile, how .precarious^ seems the 
hold on life, of those whose lives are precious 
to us! 

As Julia leaned hack in ihe farther comer 
of the x^rriage, and,, sheltered by the dark* 
ness, .indulged in continued weeping, she 
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thought of the devotion of iSfamion's page 
with an admiration and a sympathy she had 
never felt before: not that she meditated 
following that page's example. 

When Lord Arandale joined the family 
party at their very late dinner, he told them 
that Captain Montgomery had mentioned to 
him his having made an attempt to see them- 
that mormng, knowing that after the funeral 
he should not have one moment at his own 
disposal ; but that, not being aware that they 
would go to the cathedral so early, he had 
missed them. Captain Montgomery had also 
explained to him (his Lordship said) that his 
young friend Ormond (now Fitz-Ullin) was 
so overwhelmed by grief for the sudden loss 
of his father, that he was quite unfit for any 
exertion (he was, in fact, so ill as to be 
confined to his bed); and that he had. 
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therefore^ particularly requested that Captain 
Montgomery would, during the solemnization 
of the funeral^ represent him, by taking 
throughout the various parts of the public 
ceremonials, the place which properly belonged 
to the son of the late Earl. Captain Mont- 
gomery had not, consequently, been able to 
command a moment of his own time, while in 
town; and the .necessity for joining the fleet 
with the utmost speed,' was such, that a chariot 
and four had been in waiting for him at one 
of the doors of the catl^edral, during all the 
latter part of the service. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

*' If this heart must break, why delay the stroke ? 
Rend at once the veiling cloud; no phantom 
Of the future, can surpass the wUdness 
Of Comala's fears." 

** In vain I close mine eyes, through their sealed lids, 
I see his blood !" 

The sisters had returned to Lodore, and 
passed some quiet months in its peaceful seclu- 
sion^ when one morning Mrs. Montgomery 
handing an open letter to her grand-daughter < 
across the breakfast^table, said^ '^ It is from 
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your father: we may expect to see him every 
day." 

Both daughters - expressed pleasure and 
surprise ; but Frances's hand was the first 
extended. Julia l\^ opened a newspaper. 
Her eye was glancing over its columns, and 
had just encountered the words, ^^ Euphrasia 
frigate. Captain Montgomery." Lord L.'s letter 
was read, and discussed; and during the 
moments of suspense thus occasioned, Julia 
felt her trepidation increase to a degree that 
warned her how little she could trust herself 
to peruse a paragraph containing such magical 
words before witnesses. She, therefore, stole 
from the room, carrying the paper with bet. 
JuUa was not at firsf missed. But when a con* 
siderable time had elapsed without her }>eing 
seen, and that Mr« Jackson, who came in 
shortly, began to inquire for the newspaper; 
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Erances^ not without feelings of alarm^ which 
had something very near the truth for thcSr 
object, sought her sister. The door was 
locked. Frances called softly on Julians name; 
There was no reply ! She called louder stilU 
All continued silent within ! She made hasty 
and repeated efforts to gain admittance. At 
length, in accents of terror, she alarmed the 
house. The door was forced open, and Julia 
found insensible on the floor, with the newgu 
paper lying beside her. 

The paragraph she had evidently been 
reading, ran as follows :— 

^ A report has just reached us from' Ae fleet 
off ♦♦•♦♦, that the Hurricane, Lto* Fitz- 
Ullin; and the Euphrasia, CaptaiiT Mont^ 
gomery; being detadied from tho s<}uadron, 
fell in with a number of ^med vessels of the 
enemy, That^ the r^ult wtfs^ a& usual. 
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brilliant; but, we regret to add, that the glory 
obtained on this occasion, has been dearly 
purchased; the gallant Captain Montgomery 
having lost his life in the engagement. The 
private letter, from which our account is taken, 
states distinctly, that a cannon ball was seen to 
sweep him from the deck of his ship, at the 
very moment when the last of the French 
vessels lowered her colours. In our next, we 
shall be able to give the public, a detailed and 
official account of this affair." 

That evening, a few hurried lines arrived 
from Henry, written on board the tender of 
the Euphrasia, of which he had the command, 
and which was conveying the same intelligence 
to the fleet.. They confirmed the newspaper 
report of Edmund's death by a cannon-ball, at 
the moment when the last of the enemy's ships 
struck her colours. He had been standing for 
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some time, in a yery conspicuous situation; ai^d 
Henry hacl seen the ball sweep him from the 
spot ! Henry wrote in this haste, he said, that 
his aunt might not see it first in the papers. 
With great afiectation of consideration, he 
requested JuHa, (to whom the letter was ad- 
dressed,) to take her own opportunity of 
breaking it properly to her grandmother ; and 
then went on to obserye, (by way of con« 
solation,) that Edmund could not have suffered 
much, as he was shattered into a thousand 
atoms in less than two seconds!! Indeed, 
must have been, from the amazing height, that 
he, Henry, had himself seen the ball fling him 
into the air. Henry had been, at the time, he 
added, alongside in the Tender, waiting, as he 
had said^ to convey the account of the capture 
of the enemy to the fleet. He had been so 
near, therefore, that he had seen the whole 
voL^ ni. o 
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transaction^ as distiiictly as if he had been 
on board the Euphrasia. 

The same post brought a supplement to the 
paper of the morning, giving a detailed account 
of the engagement, and of the manner of 
Captain Montgomery's death. 

Of course^ neither letter nor paper wece 
mentioned to Juha. 

Whde Mr. Jackson is opening the news- 
paper, and putting on his spectacles, to read 
it aloud to Mrs. Montgomery and Frances^ 
in an adjoining room, and Mrs. Smyth sits at 
Julia's bedside, we shall lay before our readers 
the circumstances, or rather private feelings, 
which probably led to the present rash, though 
brilHant aflair. 

At the time of Admiral Lord Fitz-Ullin*» 
death, Edmund had found the task of con*- 
soling his young friend Ormond (now Fits* 
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Ullin) difficult indeed. Not only was tbe grief 
of Fitz-UUin overwhelmiag^ but hia ael& 
reproaches were heartHrendisg. " He had 
ney^r," be vehemently eKclatmed^ *^ been what 
his &tfaer wished him to be t He had disap* 
pointed all the hopes of the kindest, the best, 
the most indulgent of parents L Thbt parent 
had died without the consolation of leaving 
behind him a son worthy of perpetuating his 
j^rious name. How could he be careless of 
the wishes of wich a parent 1 Yet he had 
riways intended to exiert himself, and become 
all that his father could wiiTh^ and now-^now 
he could never do so. - Edmund should have 
been his son: Edmund of whom he would 
have been so proud ! Our hero, after trying 
cidmer and more rdUgious consolations in vain, 
endeavoured to arouse his friend by sug- 
gesting, that the most acceptable offering he 
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could make to the memory of his father, was 
to strike at once into the brilliant path his 
father had quitted. Fitz-UIlin's spirit, gentle 
and indolent as it was in general, in its present 
state of excitation, took fire at the thought; 
but, alas ! he had neither talent nor steadiness 
to sustain him in the high resolves which such 
feelings suggested. The insufficient impulse 
carried him into the midst of daring under- 
takings, and there left him, astounded at his 
own boldness, and pausing whether he should 
proceed or return. Thus, dangers were in- 
curred, and yet, results not reached. ^ 

The business now before the public, and 
which took place a few months after Fitz- 
Ullin's going to sea in the same fleet with 
Edmund, aiFords a striking illustration of the 
fatal consequences of adventitious excitement, 
thus operating on a naturally weak character. 
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The particulars were now read by Mr. Jack- 
son ; the sum of them was as follows : 

The Hurricane, a large frigate, commanded 
by Lord Fitz-Ullin, being detached from the 
fleet off *♦♦♦*, was cruising along tjie coast. 
It was after midnight, and excessively dark^ 
when the signals of enemies' ships were seen 
in shore ; but of what description the vessels 
were, or in what numbers, could not be even 
guessed. At length, the first breaking of 
dawn beginning to render objects a little more 
definable, they perceived the enemy consisted of 
no less a number than seven large, armed vessels. 

" The young Earl, who seems," said the 
papers, *' to inherit the high daring of hia 
noble father," gave immediate orders to clear 
for action. In the mean time, he bore down 
upon the enemy, and took up, unfortunately^ 
a far firom favourable position. It was one, 
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however, in which he could bring a broadside 
to bear on some of the French vessels. In 
«ideavo«iring to get the Hurricane into a 
better chosen situation, Fitz-UUin, from the 
ignorance consequent on his former neglect of 
the service, committed so many blunders, that 
by the time she was anchored, it was found 
that she had actually got her stem to the 
enemy in such a position, that for some time 
she was exposed to their fire, while but one 
of her guns could bear on them. 

Fitz-Ullin suddenly walked up to the officer 
of the marines, who was overseeing his men, 
as they manned the guns of the quarter-deck : 
** Why, you are doing nothing here. Sir," he 
exclaimed. 

" Nothing can be done, my Lord," said the 
officer, "while the ship remains in this position.** 

Fitz-Ullin turned away without reply; but. 
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a moment after^ ordered the cabkf to be ent^ 
and stood out to sea. The enemy, who hy 
dose under the protection of some of their 
own batteries on the shone, ccmtinued stationary. 

Fita-Uliin dispatched a cutter to the squad- 
ron, desiring that the aid of a frigate nugfat 
be sent him, to capture ^me ships of the 
enemy : but willK)ut mentioning their number, 
or the batteries by which they were protected. 
To his public demand he added a private 
letter, requesting that the vessel sent might 
be the Euphrasia, Captain Montgomery. The 
Admiral, an cid friend df his father's, issued 
orders accordingly. 

Fitz-UUin, when he saw the fiigate coming 
towards him, under a press of sail, and re- 
membered that she was commanded by the 
steady friend, to whose talents he so mudi 
looked up, felt his spirit strengthened, and 
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sent an officer on board, requesting, that as 

he had first descried the enemy, his ship 

might be permitted to move foremost to the 

attack. This was granted, of course, and he 

led in, in great style, the Euphrasia following. 

When, suddenly, and to the utter astonish* 

ment of all, Fitz-Ullin called out, " Man the 

chrelins! Shorten --sail!'* The order being 

obeyed, the Euphrasia, of course, passed 

• 

them, envied by every officer, aye, and every 

sailor too, on board the Hurricane : and no 
wonder, for at the moment it was really a mag- 
nificent sight, to behold her advancing boldly 
in the very front of peril on seven of the 
enemy, supported by batteries on shore, now 
opening their fire. But in consequence of 
the late shifting of a sand-bank, of whiqh the 
pilots were not aware, the Euphrasia, while 
still rapidly advancing, unfortunately ran 
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Aground ; and thus rooted^ as it were, to one 
spot, became the very target at which every 
gun from ship or battery was instantly leveQed. 

Fitz-Ullin'y whose wavering mind seized on 
the one idea of the danger he saw the leading 
vessel in the very act of incurring, caUed, " Let 
go the anchor !" 

" Not here, for . heaven's sake !" cried the 
first lieutenant, running up to him, and pointing 
to the enemy's ships on one side, and the 
Euphrasia on the other; thus indicating that 
their own vessel must, in her actual situation, 
receive the fire of both, and prevent that of 
their consort reaching the enemy. While 
this was passing, the sailors at the anchor 
involuntarily suspended their hands for a 
moment, during which, the vessel, as she was 
moving with some velocity through the water, 
shot a few lengths further ahead* The com- 
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mand, ^^ Let go the anchor/' was reiterated 
l^ Fitz-Ullin. The anchor now felli and 
fixed them in a {>o8ition which^ though less 
dreadful than that they had just passed, was 
still one tit more perils and less efficiencyi than 
might have been chosen. Such as it was, how- 
ever, it was bravely maintauied ; for not even 
the ccmtradictory orders of this, unhappily, 
so ill-qualified commander, could, once fighting 
commenced, keep British officers and British 
sailors frcHn doing their duty. 
. The Euphrasia, in her terrible, but fortu- 
nately, very effective situation, was behaving 
most gallantly. She was the central objeet, 
■eoessarily al^me, and involved in a doud of 
smoke, through which the silent flashes of her 
guns were still seen, preceding by an awful 
second the loud thunders of destruction, issu- 
ing peal after peal from both.her sides. 
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fitafr-UIIin, as the -wreaths of smoke from 
time to time blew aside on her ^ck^ could 
discern the figure of Edmund, now here, now 
dieve, bosiiy engaged/ cnoouraging and direct- 
ing his nen in all quartera. 

Gun after gvn, from the batteries was 
silenced ; ship after ship, of the enemy struck ; 
and the contest seemed nearly concluded. The 
Euphrasia was at length seen to pour a foiv 
andable brbadside into the last remaining 
Tessel which still displayed Frendi colours. 
The fire was not answered. 

Fitz-Ullin kept Us* eyes anxiously fixed on 
the moving wreaths of smoke, in which the 
firigate*8 own guns had now again enveloped 
her. When these began to disperse a little, 
he beheld, emerging from the white vapour, at 
an unusual elevation, the figure of hk friend ; 
at first but faintly seen, afterwards more dis-' 
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tinctlyi but still, for some seconds, itself the 
only palpable object. Gradually it became, 
evident, that Edmund stood out on one of 
the flukes of the anchor, now partly visible, 
and which was made fast to the bows. He 
seemed endeavouring to look through the 
thickened atmosphere towards the enemy's 
colours, as tf to ascertain whether they were 
about to be lowered, ere he should agidn fire. 
The enemy were also partly shrouded; but 
her rigging and masts appeared, and shortly 
her colours were seen descending. At the 
same moment, the last gun, which was still 
effective, fired from the batteries. 

Fitz-Ullin saw the ball enter the cloud of 
smoke, and, a second after, carry with it the 
form of Edmund! He could actufiUy descry 
his friend's feet lifted from the spot whereon 
they bad stood. He clasped his hands over 
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his eyesj but too late — the fearful sight had 
been seen — ^it continued to float before their 
closed vision. He groaned with agony of 
mind. When he again looked, the deck of 
the Euphrasia, from which the «moke was fast 
clearing, had become a scene of evident bustle 
and confusion. 

He saw, with breathless impatience, every 
moving figure coQecting to a central point. 
He called for his boat four or five times in one 
minute. It came — he leaped into it — it re- 
mdned without motion, for no order bad been 
given. He pointed to the frigate, and his men 
pulled towards her. 

While crossing the open space between the 
ships, the Euphrasia's Tender passed them. 
A person on its deck, in a loud and distinct 
voice, said, ^^ Captain Montgomery is killed ! '* 

Fitas-UIlin shuddered. His nerves recoiled 
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from the sounds* He had himself seen hi^ 
friend faU;, yet the admission of the fiu^t 
through the medium of a new sense^ seemed 
capa|>le of inflicting a new pang. 
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" Who named tbe King of Monren.?— Alas, he lien 
In his blood on Lena i — Why did they tell me 
That he fell ? I might have hoped, a little 
Wliile, his return — I might have thought I saw him 
On the £ur heatfa^-A tree might have deceived me 
For his form — The wind of the hill sounded 
As his shield in mine ear." 

The grief of all at Lodore was so great, that 
Julia's overwhelming share of it did not cause 
any suspicion as to tbe nature of her senti- 
ments. Tbe feelipg of every one, down to the 
lowest servant in the house, was tbe same, as 
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if Edmund had really been the son or grandson 
of Mrs. Montgomery. Every one's heart was 
full, no one had time to be sagacious. 
Frances alone, though without any formal 

confidence, had for some time understood the 

* 

secret of her sister's heart. A9 soon, therefore, 
as Mr. Jackson had gone, and Mrs. Mont- 
gomery retired, she dismissed all attendants, 
and through a long and dreadful night con- 
tinued to whisper to an ear, which yet seemed 
not to hear : " The account is not official, Julia, 
and Mr. Jackson does not believe it. Julia ! 
Julia! Mr. Jackson does hot believe it.'* 
This, however, was a sort of pious fraud ; for 
Frances, who had seen Henry's letter, and the 
supplement to the paper, had herself no such, 
hope, as her words were meant to inspire. 
Julia did not speak in reply ; but, from time 
to time, by a scarcely perceptible pressure of 
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her sister's hand, she showed there was a con- 
sciousness of the kindly efforts to ofier comfort. 
After the lapse of some hours spent thus^ she 
betrayed^ by a slight movenient^ that she was 
watching for the day-light. As soon as it 
dawned^ she quietly and silently left her 
bed. Frances^ without asking any questions, 
folded a wrapper carefully round her sister. 
Julia seated herself^ and became again motion- 
less. Frances knelt beside her, put her arms 
about her^ and watched lier countenance. For 
a long time all was still; nothing was heard 
biit Julia's heavy sighs^ following each other 
at regular intervals^ and the gentle, and but 
occasional soothings of Frances' voice. 

At length the servants began to move about. 
At each slightest noise, Julia started, hstened, 
and the throbbmg of her heart became audible, 
increased till it shook her frame, and theUj as 
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the sounds that had eaused it, died away, sub* 
sided gradually, till a footstep, or an opeimig 
door, bebg again faeaid; it would again leap 
up, and run on with a tumultuous rapidity that 
scarcely left her power to breathe. This fear- 
ful state lasted some hours, when, at length, 
the postman's well known knock on a door 
already open, was heard. Julia had dis- 
appeared before Frances had time to com- 
prehend the nature of the sudden movement 
with which she had started from her seat. 
Frances followed, and found her in the hall, 
endeavouring, with fingers as powerless as 
those of a new born babe, to open a letter. 
Frances assisted to break the seal. It was 
from Edmund himself, addressed to Mrs. Mont- 
gomery. He was alive ! He was well ! When 
Julia, by Frances's good management and a 
few hours passed quietly in her own apartmait. 
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was enabled to assume sometbiiig like self com- 
nuiBd) iike joyful tidings were spread throughout 
the house. The letter, and n paper whieh 
came by the same post, were then read with 
eager de^ht by all. 

Edmund, in. his letter, expressed a hope 
of seeing ihem soon, if it were but for an 
hour; and muQh kind soHcitude respecting 
dieir feefings, should the £ilse report of his 
death reach them before this precautionary 
epistle. The sum of the contents of the 
paper, which accompanied this letter, was as 
follows :— 

The last statement, it may be remembered, 
left Fitz-UUin crossing the space between the 
two ships. While getting on board the 
Euphrasia he beheld the figure of an officer; 
who was bu»ly engaged on the quarter deck, 
and whose proportions and air instantly riveted 
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his whole atteotion. The officer turned round ; 
the countenance was Edmund's. He was giving 
hasty orders for taking advantage of the tide^ 
which was now beginning to flow. Occasionally 
he passed his hand across his forehead, or held 
it a moment before his eyes, while his officers 
were collected round him, earnestly recom- 
mending a few moments repose. 

*' I am quite well now," he repUed, " if we 
do not get her o£Pthis tide. she will go to pieces 
before the next. When there is time to think 
of it, I shall lose a httle Blood/* he added, in 
answer to a strong remonstrance from the 
surgeon. 

Fitz-UlUn, at the moment, rushed through 
the circle into the arms of his friend. 

" The exertions of Captain Montgomery," 
continued the paper, ''to get his ship afloat, 
were ably seconded by Lord Fitz-Ullin and the 
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officers and crews of both vessels^ and finally 

crowned with success." 

After which, the next object became to secure 

the numerous captures made in the course of 

that brilliant day. This was effected with much 

labour, by literally towing them out from under 

their own silenced batteries. 

And when, at length, the two detached ships 

were seen returning firom their victorious expe- 
dition, and approaching the fleet with their 
Uttle squadron of prizes in tow, the hearty and 
general cheering with which they were received 
was such as baffles all description; still less 
would it be possible to convey any adequate 
idea of the enthusiasm with which that cheering 
was doubled and redoubled, when Captain 
Montgomery, who, from the accounts brought 
to the fleet by the cutter^ was-, believed to have 
fiillen, was discerned standing on his quarter 
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decky wATing hk hat, and bowing, in peturn &r 
the congratulations of all. 

On joining the fleet, our hero learnt, for the 
first time, the report which had prevailed of his 
dealli, and that it had been carried to England. 
In consequence, he dispatched the letter to 
Mrs. Montgomery, which we hare seen Julia 
and Frances, as soon as they perceived 
Edmund's writing on the cover, so unceremo- 
niously tearing open. 

The paper, as might be expected, expatiated 
at great length on the gratified feelings with 
which they found themselves enabled to c<m* 
tradict the report of Captain Montgomery's 
death. The subjec'. in short, engrossed every 
column of every puUic print of the day. 
There was scarcdiy room for an advertisemeirt! 
Wherever you cast your eye, Captain Mont- 
gomery, in large letters^ appeared before you* 
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£very figure of newspaper rhetoric was set 
forth: the pathetic, the heroic, the sublime, 
but above all, the triumphant. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

It is the noble brow 
Of Fingall ; the kindly look of his eyes. 
It is not now a shadow which delades 
My 8ight-*These are his hands. — I feel their warm 
Pressure." 
" Has the bright tear of joy no welcome told ?" 

Julia, supported and advised by Frances, made 
great exertions to seem to partake, with a 
natural share of interest, in the general joy, 
without betraying her own peculiar emotions. 

In the evening, for the sake of appearances, 
she ventured to leave her room. She had just 
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taken her place at the tea-table, when a hasty 
step was heard without. 

The door flew opeh^ and Edmund en- 
tered ! Mrs. Montgomery threw over her 
footstool and little table, and dropped her 
spectacles, in hastening to meet him. She 
dasped him to her heart and wept ! Frances, 
without one tho.ught of reserve, flew into his 
arms, and clung round his neck, as she was 
wont to do when a child, exclaiming, ^' Dear, 
dear Edmund, you are safe!** And Julia 
trembled and turned pale, as, emboldened by 
the reception her sister had given him, yet 
colouring excessively, he approached and folded 
her also for one moment to his breast ; for by 
an effort she had risen, and stood upright 
before her chair, though literally unable to 
move from it. She sunk on her seat again, but 
kindly smiled as she looked up through tears 

VOL. in. D 
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of joy^ and Edttund 0t31 reteinmg her hmai, 
she returned the pressure of his, move than 
Mce, as m sort of apology, each tboe, fbr her 
vUer fiulure in an attempt to qpeak. 

*^ And were yon not even wounded, my dear 
boy V said Mrs* Montgomery* 

'*' Nothing more than sUght contusions, 
ma'am," he rej^d; "the ball struck one fluke 
of the anchor, and the shock which I ex- 
perienced, as I stood on the other, was more 
like electricity than any thing else." 

" But tell me how you came to stand on the 
anchor V* asked Mrs. Montgomery, " I could 
not comprehend one half of what the papers 
said about it." 

^* I thought the anchor was always in the 
bottom of the sea!*' said Frances. 

"Why," replied Edmund, to Mrs. Montgo- 
mery, after answenng Frances' interrnpticm 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



FIRST LOYS. 51 

with an amused nuvie, " the enemy had ceased 
firiog, so that I ihought it probable they were 
about to strike { and, in that casc^ you know^ it 
would not have been desirable to have fired 
into them again, as we nught have sacrificed 
lives unnecessarfly, so thai I merely ran forward 
to the forecastle, and jumped from thence on the 
fluke of the anchor, which was made fast to 
the bowSf and where I stood wdtiiig for the 
dispersion of the sinoke of our owii guns, to 
ascertain the point, of whether the last of the 
enemy had hauled down her colours or not." 

*' Why, my dear, you are as bad as the 
piqpers !" said Mrs* Mon^omery, ** I hardly 
know what you are talking about !" Edmulid 
bushed, and declared he did not know how to 
ezjdain himself move dearly. He tried, how* 
ever, practical mHhods; eiq>s, sauces, snufibr- 
standy sugar-tongs, &c., were all put in requi^ 
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sition. At length, by means of the latter im- 
plementy the ladies urere made to comprehend, 
that when the ball struck one fluke of the 
anchor, the shock was communicated to our 
hero as he stood on the other. 

Here he made his meaning still more obvious, 
by causing the bit of buiscuit, which, perched on 
one end of the sugar-tongs, had hitherto per- 
sonated himself, to spring off with a sudden jerk. 
It flew — where ? — ^in Julia's face ! and thence 
fell on her bosom, where it concealed itself behind 
the neatly plaited cambrick tucker, of a certain 
snowy inner garment of fine linen, and became 
the companion of a small gold heart containing 
otto of rose, and appended to a thread-like gold 
chain, which, any one who cared to notice such 
trifles might observe, Julia never went without. 

This chain, if truth must be told, was, 
in fact, one of Edmund's boyish keepsakes; 
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Mirhen, out of the first prize money be ever 
received, he brought one home to each of his 
little sisters. It would be a sad betraying 
of secrets, however, to mention how often, op 
subsequent returns, the course of that' small 
shining line had been traced by the adventurous 
eyes of our hero, till its further wanderings 
were lost to view; or, how often, latterly, its 
trembling movement, had betrayed to his eye 
only, the sigh which was inaudible to all, and 
to all but Edmund imperceptible. 

But to return, our hero made a thousand 
apologies for the first piece of impertinence 
committed by his representative. Whether its 
further intrusion had been observed by any one~ 
but Julia herself, we are not aware. But what 
will sensible people say, when we confess that 
our heroine actually preserved this strange 
likeness of a lover, and even took a sly oppor- 
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tanity of sHpping it into the interior of the said 
golden heart. 

'^ And you may judge/' continued Edmund, 
vhen» after concluding reiterated apologies, he 
resumed his account of himself, ** you may 
judge what force there must have been in the 
impetus given by the shock I received, , when it 
flung me in on the forecastle, to all appearance 
lifeless." 

^ And how long did you remain insensible V^ 
asked Mrs. Montgomery, taking bis band 
kindly, and looking in his face> with the greatest 
anxiety. 

" 1 was myaelf again in a few minutes,'* he 
replied, ^* it was the people on the forecastle, 
who, when they saw me actually lifted from 
among them, and borne through the air over 
their heads, very naturally supposed I had been 
shot away, the same mistake it seems was made 
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hy the ereir o£ our Tendei^ whi^h was at the 
time und^r orders te sail fer the fleet, with 
intelhg^Bee of the capture of the ei^emy's ships^ 
as soon aa the last should be seen to strike^ 
But I really had not time to reeoBect the possi^ 
hility of such an oecurreBce, there was so much 
promptitude and exertion neeessary from the 
moment I was again on ray feet, in getting the 
ship afloat during the flood tide.*^ 

^^ You must have had a great superiority of 
iiumhers to eontend with;" said Mrs. Mont- 
gomery, " the publb prints describe your prizes 
as forming quite a little squadron in themsehres^ 
as you led them towards the fleet.'' 

" How much better those cakes are than our 
«ea biscuits," said Edmund, offering the plate 
to both the sisters. '' It was rather a rash 
business !" he added, in a grave tone^ turning 
again to Mrs. Montgomery. Then, with an 
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effort at gaiety, he continued, ^' Buch as it was, 
hewever, I owe to it my present happiness; for 
had not my ship suffered so severely, as to 
render refitting indispensable, I should, at this 
moment, have been with the fleet off *****. 
Fitz-UUin too was obliged to come into port to 
repair." And Edmund here entered on the 
praises of his friend's good and amiable qualities 
with great warmth- 
He was soon, however, interrupted, by the 
entrance of Mr. Jackson, whom the joyful 
tidings of his arrivfil had summoned. Our hero 
had but one day to remain at Lodore. 
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** He hath sworn fidsely.'* 

** How do you do ? how do you do ?" said 
Henry^ as, the next evening but one, he entered 
^he drawing room, at Lodore, and stretched, 
two fingers to each of the party. " So you 
have had Edmund here, I find,'' he con- 
tinued. 

*' Only for one day, poor fellow," replied 
Mrs. Montgomery. 

*^ He told me he could stay but one day," 
said Henry. " The Arandales are in town^ and 
dS 
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he wants to be as much as possible with them, 
while the ship is refitting. His hopes in that 
quarter are revived, he tells me/' he added, 
turning to the sisters, and looking, with ma- 
licious triumph, full in Julia's face, till her 
cheeks tingled again, under his continued 
stare. 

" You might have looked for a more afiec- 
tionate salutation from your aunt, I think, 
Henry,*^ observ^ Mrs. Montgomery reproach^ 
fully, '' after having been in a dangerous en->' 
gftgement." 

" I thought, ma'am,'^ he replied, accepting 
her ofiS^red embrace bott^ eoldly and awk'- 
wardly, "that no one cared what became of 
mer 

"^^ Don't talk idly, my dear/' said his aunt* 
•* But how could you, Henry,*' 9he added, " be 
s«^ inconsiderate, as to write the alarming 
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kttet you did^ while there was any uneer^ 
taintyr 

^' There was no tmoevtainty on my muid at 
the time I wrote,, ma'am. I was^ as I believe 1 
mentioned, in the Tender alongside, waiting to 
carry intelligence to the fleet, as soon as the 
last of the enemy should be seen to strike. 
Edmund was standing in a very conspicuous 
situation, just over me, (out on one of the flukes 
of the anchor ;) when, bang I and in one momeii^ 
I, saw the baB coming towards hkio, and the 
next his heels Bfted above his hea4» <uid hia 
legs and arms going round in the air, like the 
wings of a windmiU! I thought, of course, he 
must be blown kito a thousand atoms ! What 
else could I think ?" he added, observing Julia's 
mvoluntary shuddeir, with a look of gratified 
malice. ** And I supposed,*' he continued, stiH 
addressing his aunt, <* that jmi would rather 
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hear it from a iriend^ than see the first of it in 
the papers. So I wrote on board the Tender, 
and, as soon as we joined the fleet, sent my' 
letter by the first opportunity. I think I was 
very considerate ! We had our order to sail, 
you see, the moment the enemy struck; so 
that I had no tinle to hear that he was not 
kUIed." 

*' I am sure, the papers, or any thing," said 
Frances, " woidd have been better than your 
letter, Henry; which was worded, I think, 
much in the same delicate manner that you ex- 
pressed yourself just now. But you never lose 
an opportunity of giving pain, Henry. I dare 
say, if the truth was known, you took quite a 
pleasure in writing that cruel letter, and fan- 
cying how wretched it would make us all!-— 
Bor Edmund is not like you ; every body loves 
him, poor dear fellow!" 
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*' Candid, at least !" observed Henry, with a 
sneer. ^' But I am always fortunate in posses*- 
sing Lady Frances's good opinion. Sailors^ 
however, have no time to be nice/' he added. 
** When fellows die, or are killed, (which is the 
same thing, you know) we throw them over* 
board, and if the fighting's done, pipe to 
dinner ! Edmund will do as much for me, or 
I for him, one of those days; just as it may 
happen. Edmund, to be sure, is Ukely to 
kick the bucket as soon as any one, for he's 
cursed rash !" 

Frances saw, with kindling resentment, the 
pain that every word was inflicting on poor 
Julia. 

** There is nothing of your strange jargon 
comprehensible," she said, " but such expres- 
sions as are calculated to wound the feelings ; 
those, as usual, are obviou9 enough." 
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'' If young ladies choose to volunteer their 
feelings for every fellow in His Majesty's ser- 
vice,** retorted Henry, " they'll have somethii^ 
to do now-a-days. There's many a better man 
than Edmund, and that would be a greater 
loss to his friends too, that will feed the fishes 
yet before the war is over, L can tell youl" 
*^ It's capital fun," he added, glancing at Julia^ 
** to see a villain of a shark, after he has foli^ 
lowed the ship the length of a day, just make 
two bites of a fellow !" 

'* Strange notions of fun, you have, Henry," 
said Mrs. Montgomery. 

^< How should you like it to happen to your-* 
self, Henry ?" asked Frances. 

"Not at all, I thank you," he replied* 
*^ But just &ncy Edmund between the rascals 
teeth, snippmg him in two at the smaB of the 
waist!" 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



tlBSt LOVE. 6$ 

''You 9hould not speak in that manner, 
Henry," said Mrs. Montgomery. 

'' Speaking don't make it more likely to 
happen, ma'am,'' he replied; "more unlikely 
things have happened, tho'! What do you 
say to a wager, Frances, eh ? What will you 
bet, I say, that a hungry shark, don't make a 
dinner of Edmund, the very nej:t time he goes 
to sea ?" 

'' Fie ! fie ! Henry," interrupted Mrs. Mont- 
gomery ; '' this b a subject on which we have 
all felt seriously, too lately, to be disposed to 
jest upon it at present." 

" It's not quite such a jest neither/' he an- 
swevQd, sulkily. . '' If the ball had hit him, 
instead of the fluke of the anchor, (as it might 
just as easily have done,) I maintaiu it, there 
would not have been two inches square of him 
left in any ouq piece I And what's to prevent 
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the next ball, I should be glad to know, from 
hitting him, or me, or any other fellow that 
goes in the way of it ! People must prepare 
their fine fedings for such things," he con- 
tinued, looking after Julia as she was leaving 
the room. " He has been devilish lucky, I 
think, to get on as he has done, and make so 
much money too, without getting knocked on 
the head long ago ! But his turn will come 
next, I dare say," he added in great haste, 
lest 'Julia should reach the door before it was 
said. 

" It cannot be at all necessary to your pro* 
fessional character, Henry, to be either un- 
feeling, or inelegant,^ observed Mrs. Mont- 
gomery. ' ** What can be more the opposite of 
both, than Edmund ; and you will allow, I be- 
lieve, that he is a good sailor." 

" Yes," said Francesi " he is certainly an 
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instance, that to be a brave officec it is not 
necessary to be a sea-monster ! And I really 
do not perceive what right those have to be 
the latter, who cannot even offer in their 
apology that they are the former." And she 
followed her sister with tears of vexation in 
her eyes. 

" You should not, my dear," said Mrs. 
Montgomery, as soon as the door closed after 
Frances, ^' address such expressions to your 
cousins, as that — ^ young ladies need not volun- 
teer their feeUngs to every - fellow in His 
Majesty's service*/ and such language, at any 
rate, can ' never be applicable in the present 
instance* It would indeed .be very unnatural, 
and unamiable too, of them, if they did not 
feel when Edmund was in danger." 

*' If you don't mind what you're about, 
ma'am, I suspect you'Q have some natural 
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feeliaga ta manage that you woa't much 
liker 

'' What do you mean^ Hairy ?** 

^^ I mean, ma'am, that Frances, who you see 
makes no secret of her adoration ef Edmund^ 
will be ranning off with him one ef these 
days!" 

'^ Oh dear, no!*' said Mrs. Montgomery: 
<* Frances' undisguised aflfec^tioUt is eyidenlly 
that of a sister. Besides, I have the most 
perfect confidence ki Edmund's' honour*" 

*' Oh, rery well, ma'am," answered Henry, 
carelessly .^ "As for Julia," he added, " of 
course, i don't hke- to 9ee her too prodigal of 
her feelmgs to any one." 

" Henry T' said Mrs* Montgomery, ^^ I now 
tell you, once more^ what I have ahready oflken 
told you: If you persist in this indelicate 
display of your very misphced, and, you must 
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be awaie^ hopeless attaebmeot to your eousia, 
I 9haU consider it mj duty (and it must be 
a painful one) to forbid you my house^ till tibe 
return of ber father plaqes her under his 
protection.-' 

** I don't see why my case should be so 
hopeless as you say : Julia will soon be her 
own mistress ; and if she chooses to have me, 
I'd be a cursed fool not to secure such a good 
hit! Indeed, I tell you fairly, that as soon 
as she is of age, if she consents to run away 
'with me, I shall have no scruples on the 
subject. She has enough for us both^ and has 
every right to please herself!" 

** 1 have questioned Julia, and she assures 
me that she neither authorises your addresses, 
nor returns your preference." 

'' Till she is her own mistress, and can end 
disputes at once, she has no fancy, I dare say. 
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for being lectured every day ot her life by 
her wise friends! However, I say nothing; 
time wiU tell r 

Here the conference ended. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

^* Faults past through love, flavour of its sweetness." 

Abovt a week after Edmund's hastjr visit 
to Lodore^ the postman's knock was heard, 
and no servant appearing with letters, inquiries 
were made. A footman replied, that Mr. St. 
Aubin had been passing through the hall, 
and had taken the letters from the man. 
Henry was applied to; but disappointed the 
hopes of all by saying, there was but one, 
which was for himself. ** It's from Edmuiid,-'' 
he added carelesslyt 
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*'And what does he say?'* inquired every 
one, at the same moment* ** An order to join, 
I suppose V added Frances. 

" No," he replied. 

** You are very laconic, Henry !" observed 
Mrs* Montgomery. 

** Why, really, ma*am — I— don't know that 
it is quite fair to talk of young men's love 
concerns* However, my amiable cousins, I be* 
lieve, know all about it; whether they have 
thought fit to lAform you, ma'am, or not. 
Indeed, you saw something of it yoursdf* It 
was a fi>oiirii affiir from the first: I never 
thought it would answer*" 

'' What was a foolish affidr ?" asked 
Franoes* 

** Oh aU that fudge about your nonsudi 
fancyii^ that Lady Susan Morven was to 
accept him, forsooth, because some people 
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hare bfewn hiiri up with conceit And itnper* 
tinence, by choosing to make fools of themselves 
about him. But it seems she is married to 

the Marqnb of H , and Edmund, of course, 

is in gveat deqpair about it — dtat's all!" 

'^ I eamaoi believe that he ever loved Lady 
Susan!** said Frances. 

^ I have only his own word, and his own 
hand*writing for it/' rej^ed Henry^ 

''Will you shew me the letter?" asked 
Frances. 

'' Why, do you doubt what I assert V said 
Henry, angrily^ and at the some tine putting 
his hand in his podcet, to feign an intention 
of shewing a letter he had never received. 
There was one in his pocket, however, which 
he would have b^en very sorry ho have 
shewn. 

'' I 19ke the evidenoe of my own senses 
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best," replied Frances^ holding out her* 
hand. - 

*^ On second thoughts/' said Henry, *^ I shall 
not shew the letter. Indeed, I don't think it 
would be honourable in me to do so. By 
the bye," he added, ** I took a couple of 
papers from the man at the same time. I 
forgot them, ' I believe, on the writing-table 
in the library. The marriage will be in the 
* Morning-Post,' of course." 

** My dear3 what could you have been doing 
to forget the papers ? I thought the servants 
were airing them," said Mrs. Montgomery. 

Frances flew for them. Julia was, or 
seemed to be, very busily engaged about some- 
thing at her portfolio, and took wonderfully 
little interest in the discussion, considering the 
regard (in the way of friendship, we mean) 
whiqh she had always professed to entertain 
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for Eldmund. Frances returned with the 
papers. The marriage of Lady Susan Morveu 
to the Marquis of H. certainly did appear 
printed in legible characters. Frances herself 
read it aloud.. Various comments were made. 
Mrs. Montgomery expressed herself certain 
tibat Lord L. would be much dissatisfied with 
Julia for having refiised so splendid a match. 

** I never said I refused him, ma'am/' fal- 
tered out Julia, in a timid voice. 

" He told your uncle you did, my dear,'* 
said Mrs. Mont^omery^ 

** Did I not tell you, ma'am, that my fair 
cousin here would choose for herself?" ob- 
served Henry with ^emphasis: and going 
towards Julia, he leaned on the back of her 
chair with well-feigned tenderness of manner. 

Mrs. Montgomery looked with a surprised 
and inquiring expression at her grandda.^ghter, 

yoL. m. j9 
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wjbo coloured to excess; for she thought of 
Edmund, and was also painfuUy aware of the 
false light in which Henry wished her to 
appear. The blush of consciousness was 
deepened by indignatioui not the less strong 
that it was suppressed* She could not now 
say, as she had done when a child, ^* No, 
I hate Henry, and I love Edmund!'* He 
knew she could not, and she knew that on this 
knowledge he presumed. A look, indeed, of 
resentment, she attempted* Mrs. Montgomery 
saw it, thought it one of intelligence, and felt 
alarmed* 

Frances, who had turned over the paper 
two or three times, now exclaimed, " Oh, here 
is something about Edmund's friend. Lord Fitz- 
UQin ; and she began to read aloud as follows : — 

*' It is with heartfelt grief, we perform the 
melancholy task of stating, that the young 
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Earl of Fitz-Ullin, whose late gallant conduet 
gave so bright a promise of his following in 
the glorious track of his father, has disap- 
pointed every hope, blighted his budding 
laureb, and ended his short career, by that 
crime of which alone the perpetrator can 
never repent : we mean, an act of suicide. 
The cause is said to be a love affais, of at 
least doubtful character; the rank of the 
lady being much beneath that of his Lordship« 
The female in question is, in fact^ we under* 
stand, the daughter of his Lordship's nurse ; 
but very beautiful, and, unfortunately, brought 
up at a fashionable boarding school, with 
accomplishments and ideas quite out of her 
sphere. We understand, further, that hig- 
Lordship became acquainted with his fair 
enslaver at first as. one of the young Jadtes 
of a certain. &shionable establishment»M without : 
e2 
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beiiig aware of her birth, or even her name, 
till after many rural, and, we believe, clan- 
destine meetings had taken place; and that 
the attachment existed even ijn. the life-time 
of his Lordship's father; but was then, .of 
course, kept a profound secret. The rival, 
whose later success with the frail fair one has 
caused the dreadful catastrophe above related, 
is no other than his Lordship's particular 

friend, the** ^Here Frances suddenly stopped 

short, and exclaimed, '^ Nonsense !r-Impos« 
sible!" 

"Go on! go on!" cried Henry, (he had 
read it before.) 

* " What nonsense !'* said Frances again pet- 
tishly, as she continued looking over the para- 
graph to herself. 

Henry^snatched the paper, and after a mo- 
ment's search, ^ent back upon and finished 
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the sentence in a loud and exulting tone, thus : 
" is no other than his Lordship's particular 
friend, the gallant Captain Montgomery." — 
" Well, faith," he said, « it was too bad of 
Edmund to carry on an amour of diis kind^ 
at the very time when, I know, he had hopes 
(however ill-founded) of being accepted by 
Lady Susan." 

** It must be all false together," said Frances. 

** You are Edmund's sponsor, it seems," 
observed Henry. " Yoii would not allow that 
he loved Lady Susan, so perhaps it is this 
other lady, ot rather woman, he loves; and 
that he only wished to marry Lady Susan's 
fifty thousand. Or, perhaps, your ladyship 
knows best, or possibly has the best right to 
know, afnong so many aspirants for. the heart 
of this gallant adventurer, which is thct 
fiivoured fair one !" 
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^'No! no!" said Mrs. Montgomery^ reply- 
ing to the part of Henry's speech which 
inferred that our hero designed to carry on 
an amour of inclination with one woman^ and 
marry the fortune of another. " That Ed- 
mund may have a virtuous attachment to one 
or other lady, is very possible ; indeed, I 
always thought, and so, I believe, you all did, 
that he liked Lady Susan. Or that he may 
hftve rivalled his friend, unintentionally, or 
been mistaken in the character of die lady, 
is also not impossible: but, that he has be* 
faaved dishonourably .or unamiably, I will not, 
on any authority, believe! Therefore, my 
dear, if you know that he did hope, so 
lately, to be accepted by Lady Susan, there 
can be no sort of truth in the other 
affair: it must be mere newspaper conjec- 
ture.'^ 
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Mr. Jackson had hitherto sat apart, affecting 
to read to himself the other paper ; to evince^ 
by this seeming inattention to the conversa- 
tion, his contempt of the accusations brought 
against Edmund. He now arose, and indig- 
nantly strode towards the fire-place. He 
stood with his back to it, and, in visible emo- 
tion, pronounced the words, " Contemptible 
falsehoods !-^No ;" he proceeded, after a tole- 
rably long pause, dliring which he compressed 
his lips, and pflanted his heels firmly in the 
rug, " Licentious excitements (he would not 
condescend to a perverted word, by miscallirtg 
such, pleasures) have no temptations* for a 
mind constituted like Edmund's! His affec- 
tions are of the heart: they borrow not 
a deceptive glow, eithel: frotti ttle |)assions, 
or from the teftipfer ; as do t'hos^," he added, 
'' of but too many hot-headed, cold-hearted. 
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selfish rakes, who pass on a thoughtless world 
for good-natured fellows." 

" I know nothing about any body's good- 
nature/' said Henry; "nor am I editor of the 
' Morning Post,' to be accountable for whose 
amours may figure in its columns for the 
amusement of the public. All I assert of my 
own knowledge is, that Edmund either was, 
or thought fit to say he was, in love with 
Lady Susan Morven; that he was coxcoiab 
enough to fancy he would be accepted ; and 
is fool enough to be in despair about her 
Ladyship's marrying a man of rank, suitable 
to her own." 

" Your statement, young gentleman," said 
Mr. Jackson, ** contains, to speak mildly, 
many egregious errors! Edmund is neither 
fool nor coxcomb! Neither was your obser- 
vation, just now, more applicable; A brave 
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officer, in the regular service of his own king 
and country, is no adventurer /" 

Julia was endeavouring to leave the room 
unobserved. Henry/ with an unusually offi* 
cious zeal of politeness, flew to assist her in 
opening the door. While doing so, he con- 
trived in spite of all her efforts to the con-k 
trary, to look full in her face, with a hatefully 
offensive expression of perfect intelligence* 
{lis unshrinking eye stood still, till it cost 
Julia an effort to break the spell, and with-* 
draw her's. He knew what she must have 
felt during the late discussion; and she felt 
that he did so. He had often, in private^ 
insolently taxed her with her prefereQce of 
JBdmund; and, so taxed, though of course 
she. had made no confessions, she had been 
too proud to descend to falsehood, and deny 
the fact : and thus she felt that the secret of 

£3 
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her heart's affections^ which timid ddicMCf 
induced her to conceal from those she loved 
and respected, was laid hare to the view of 
himi with whom, of all the world, she had 
least sympathy ! 

Her sickening sensation^ consequently, while 
now she endured his gaze, somewhat resembled 
what we can imagine might be experienced 
by a mailest woman beneath the exulting eye 
of a libertinei were it possible for that eye, 
by its audacious stare, to dissolve the personal 
screen of decent clothing. 

Julia was again present when the papers 
of the next day were read. They said, that 
they were very happy to state, that Lord 
Fitz-Ullin was only wounded, and that hopea 
were entertained of his Lordship's recovery. 
That, strange to relate, his rival was now in 
close attendance on the couch of his injured 
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friend : and that^ still mbiie ktriEltig^^ the fickle 
fair one herself sissisted her liew Ibv^lr iii the 
task of nursing heir old bne. 

The hbxt paper undertook to gratif]^ thfe 
public with bUribtis t)^irticillars respecting ^. 
late interesting occurrekice in high Ufb. A 
ceHaiii jroutig noblenian, it wa^ now eonfl^ 
dently affihhed^ had, in thb first instant:^, 
actually laid his title afid fbrtiiii^ at the feet 
off a certain fickle fair one ; trhb had, notwith- 
stftiiding. perref ^ly prfefbtted ^ certain gallafit 
captahli who, Jt is thoilght> though be hadi 
no objection to receive very unequivocal ptobft 
of the lady*s love, had no idea of marrying 
her; and that the eclaircissemeni had taken 
place at the altar. 

Another paper asserted, that an old woman, 
caUing herself the mother of the lady, had 
rushed into the church, wrested the sacred 
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volume from the hands of the dergyman, and 
in the most frantic manner, put a stop to the 
ceremony. And fiirther, that the said old 
woman had proceeded to make such con- 
fessions to the mtended bridegroom respecting, 
it is supposed, the lady's late connexion with 
the gallant Captain, as had e£fectually pre- 
vented the marriage. That the Earl had, in 
the handsomest manner, sent for his rival, 
and resigned the lady to him; after which, 
in a paroxysm of despairing love, he had gone 
home to his splendid residence in — — Square, 
and shot himself. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

'* Oh! whence is the stream of years, and whither 
Doth it roll along, when it carries with it 
All our joys V 

A F£w days more brought a letter ifrom 
Edmund^ addressed to Mrs. Montgomery* 
now it was hoped all would be explained; 
Mrs. Montgomery broke the seal, laid the 
letter open on her knee, took out her specta-^ 
cles, wiped them, ' and put them on. But 
soon tears dimmed the glasses, and the old 
lady's head shook a little^ as on occasions of 
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deep emotion. ''What can he mean?*' she 
said, as she gave the letter to Julia, desiring 
her to read it aloud. Julia, on receiving it, 
turned extremely pale. As soon as her eyes 
ran over the first few lines, she trembled 
visibly, and cast a beseeching Ipok at her sister. 

Frances took the letter from her, saying, 
that she could read Edmund's hand particu- 
larly well. She began, like the rest, by look* 
ing over the letter to herself. Soon tears 
were seen stealing over her cheeks, as she 
read on, while from time to time sh^' ^xclainlied, 
" What can he mean ? What can have 
happened ?" 

*' Read aloud, my dear ! Do pray redd 
aloud!" said Mrs Montgomery. And Frances, 
endeavouring to ke^p down the chokiA^ sensa- 
tion that arose in her throat, commenced as 
follows : — 
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^ 1 musti for a time at lea^t, bid fiireWell 
to all; yes^ even to her, who sheltered my 
infant head; who protected my infant years; 
who was my friend when I was friendless; 
who gave me bread when I was destitute. 
But I cannot—no — I cannot see Lodore again ! 
Lodore, that home of happy childhood! 

*' At such a crisis of my fate, there is much 
I ought to say to one so dear— -one so. gene- 
rously interested in the wretched Edmund; 
but, at present, I am incapable of a rational 
reeital. 

'* At a future time, perhaps — ^but I wander— 
you have doubtless seen all, ere this, in the 
public prints. Yet, surely they were not the 
proper medium— Pardon me ; I know not what 
I write — ^the blow has indeed been severe ! 

" Perhaps I deserve it all ; to have hoped 
was madnem ! treachery ! Yet, I did hope I 
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Yes — or why my present despair ? Yet was 
it a hope so mingled with fear and with 
remorse, that it was torture! Yet it was 
hope! — Heavens! must I believe it? Was it 
aU a dream ! a delirium ! Was there nothing 
real? Or is firiendship, then, so like love? 
No ! within my own breast, how wide the wild 
distinction I 

" Why then was I deceived ? Oh, farewell ! 
I^go, I know not where. — But I leave Eng-» 
land — ^perhaps, for ever! Yet, think me not 
ungrateful ! Think not, that the fondest affec- 
tions of my blighted heart, withered and 
worthless though they be, shall not for ever 
cling to the remembrance of the dear, dear 
friends, the ever to be beloved, respected, 
and revered benefactress *of my infant years, 
Your unhappy Edmund/* 

The letter bore no further signature; a^ 
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was habitual with our hero, from a painful 
consciousness that his second name was but 
borrowed. 

The exclamations and interruptions had, of 
course, been many. The subject was now 
discussed by Mrs. Montgomery and Frances. 
Also by Mr. Jackson; for he generally came 
in soon after the post hour. Julia did not 
venture a word. Lady Susan's marriage was 
agreed upon by all as, of course, the prin- 
cipal cause of Edmund's " ridiculously violent 
despair," as Frances pettishly called it. 

Mr. Jackson, with evident mortification, 
was obliged to confesis that he had certainly 
expected more sense from Edmund. He 
hoped, however, he added, that feelings of 
such boyish violence would exhaust themselves 
in a proportionately short time^ and leave his 
young friend a more reasonable man for the 
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rest of his life. There might, however, Mr. 
Jackson suggested, be some unpleasant cir- 
cumstances respecting this business which 
had made so much noise in the papers, in 
which Edmund, even without iault of his own, 
might find himself involved. His feelings, 
his name, might be painfully implicated. 
There might be particulars, which delicacy 
towards his friend rendered it diflScult to 
explain to the public. He thought it impos- 
sible that Edmund could talk of leaving 
England for ever, merely on account of his 
disappointment about Lady Susan ; that would 
be too irrational: though from his despairing 
expressions on the subject of love, it was 
evidently the one on which he felt most bit- 
terly just at present. 

The result of the conversation was, a de- 
termination on the part of Mr. Jackson, to 
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go lip to town immediately. His assistance, or 
at least his advice, might be useful to his young 
friend. 

" And give me my desk/' said Mrs. Montgo- 
mery, " I will write to him. He shall come to 
me, foolish boy, before he takes any rash step.'' 

Henry had left Lodore some days since, or 
he would doubtless have favoured the family 
party with some good natured observations. 
He had, however, to confirm opinions of still 
more consequence to his plans, in another 
quarter — a quarter, which he had lately, by 
no very honourable means, discovered to have 
become more dangerous than ever. Had he 
been present, he could have resolved eyery 
mystery, and shewn all to be simple that 
seemed extraordinary : not that he would have 
done so. 

Julia and Frances had been just going to 
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take a walk^ when the letter was brought in } 
they now pursued their original intention, with 
an additional motive; the wish to converse 
together uninterruptedly. As they went out, 
.Frances pressed her sister's hand without 
speaking. 

They happened to turn their steps towards 
the fall of Lodore. The spot is curiously se- 
questered, and the space on which the water 
precipitates itself, from an immense perpendi- 
cular height, does not appear larger, than the 
dimensions of a small room. The steep and 
rugged rock rises on three sides till roofed by 
the sky ; the central side of the hollow square, 
is that over which, broken at various elevations 
by black projections of flinty stone, the torrent 
rushes; from both the. other sides, mountain 
ash and various sort of trees, rooted in every ' 
crevice, stretch their branches across, between 
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the eye of the spectator, and the white sheet of 
descending foam. The fourth side, or ground 
fiicing the fall, is a steep sloping bank, thickly 
covered with large trees, beneath the shade of 
which, a narrow path leads down to the edge 
of the water. Here a seat is placed, on which 
two persons may find accommodation; and if 
disposed to tell each other very profound 
secrets, feel quite secure from the danger of 
being overheard ; for the fall, which is exactly 
opposite, plunges at their very feet, with a din 
so tremendous, that the most attentive listener, 
standing at but a few yards distance, though 
he should see their lips in motion, could dis- 
tinguish no sound of their voices, and would 
be tempted to fancy, they conversed but in 
dumb show. 

JuUa and Frances descended this path, and 
took possession of this seat. Julia instantly 
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turned^ and throwing her arms round her 
sister's neckj murmured in a sbw whisper, 
^* Oh! Frances^ why did you say- it mas me^ 
he loved?" 

It is, a curious fact» ihat, in. this situation, 
persons quite close to each other, can hear 
whispers more distinctly than they could the 
voice in. its natural kej. It would, seem that 
the open tones were more prone to assimilate 
with the loud sounds abroad, and so bec<Hne 
confounded with them. 

'^I thought so^ Julia,** answered Frances^ who 
also whispered, " and I should think so stiU,^ 
even by the very wording of that letter ; but 
that I know, you have not said or done any 
thing of late, to change, so suddenly, any hopes 
'he may ever have ventured to entertain, into 
all this mighty despair! Yet, who else has 
shown him a friendship that could be mistakea 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



FIRST LOVE. 95 

foT-lov^?' as he seems to infer. With whom 
else has he had time or opportunity to indulge 
in this ^ dream, this delirium of unreal bliss ;' 
of which he talks so wildly ?" 

Julia thought' of her late parting with 
Edmund, and paused a few seconds: then 
sighed, and said, 

** No ! no^ there has nothing passed of late 
to change whatever may have been the usual 
tenor of his feelings towards me. It must be 
Lady Susan he means. The expressions you 
speak of, Frances, must allude to the time 
spent in. her society, both here, and at Aran- 
dale* You know, whatever intimacy there 
was, commenced the very first evening he danced 
with, her ; and very soon afterwards, you know, 
she herself told you, that he wanted her to 
marry him ; and that she intended to do so, if 
Lord : and Lady Arandale would give their 
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consent. Now« it is evident that they have 
not consented, and that it is Lady Susan's 
having married the Marquis after all, that 
Edmund thinks such a dreadfiil disappointment, 
such a blow, as he calls it.** 

" It must be so,** said her sister. 

"Yet, Frances,'* recommenced Julia, "I 
had, some how, lost sight of the possibility of 
his preferring, one, still, as I thought, a com- 
parative stranger. I had contrived to persuade 
myself, that the whole business about Lady 
Susan, was either some mistake, as you once 
suggested, or a momentary fimcy^ perhaps, a 
fueling of gratitude for her preference; and 
I had dwelt with delight on the praises 
bestowed on him by .all the world, and Mr. 
Jackson in particular, who is so sensible. I 
had thought, that I too might highly esteem — 
might — might — regard — ^with even — a great 
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share of — affection, one, whom every one 
seemed to admire, and whom, I knew, that you 
and grandmamma loved so much. And, oh, 
Frances ! when, in the midst of the congratu- 
lations of his friends, and the high compliments 
paid him by every one, I have seen an expres- 
sion of melancholy mix itself with his smile ; 
and then thought, (I don't know why, but I did 
think so,) that it was in my power to make him 
quite happy — with what feelings have I said — 
he shall be happy ! Frances, in such moments/ 
I have resolved to— to— be his, (that is, some 
time or other.) And now — I, who did so 
resolve, am as nothing in his eyes ! My friend- 
ship (for that at least he knew he possessed,) 
is cast away, because the lovex>f a stranger is 
denied. Nay, my very existence seems to be 
forgotten ! He is going away, he says, perhaps, 
for ever, and he makes not the slightest mention 
VOL. ni. F 
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of being sorry to part, ^ther from yo^i, 
or me." 

And she stopped, vainly attempting to dieck 
the tremor of her lip» while tears, that it wad 
useless to try to hide, were rolling silently 
down her cheeks. After a long pause, she 
added :— 

" Were he happy, Frances, I might strive 
to forget a folly, which has existed^ it wouMt 
appear, only in my own thoughts ; but whib he 
is miserable, as he s^tys he is, I know I shall 
never be able to feel towards him, as now I 
see I ought." 

This was not a spot, where warning footsteps 
could be heard ; and Lord L. stood before 
his daughters, ere they were aware of bis ap*f 
proach. He took his children in his arms. 
They had not beheld him since their infancy^ 
but nature found means to make herself under- 
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stood vitbout words, ere Mrs. Montgomery, 
who had accompanied them, had time to say, 
^' G&ls, your father." 

In the course of the evening, the newspaper 
account of young Fitz-UlUn having shot him- 
self, became the topic of conversation. Lord 
Jjk treated the subject with gravity, and 
some degree of reserve. He said, however, 
thM he feared there must be some founda- 
tion for a report, which was spoken of 
so universally, and with so much confidence. 
« Fitz-XJllin's father," he added, "they were 
all aware, had been his most particular 
friend ; he Very naturally, therefore, felt inte- 
rested.** 

When Mrs. Montgomery had left the room 

fpr. the night, which she generally did a little 

before the rest of the party; Lord L. said 

tt> hifi daughters, *^ I do not wish to alarm your 

p2 
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grandmother, unnecessarily, by mentioning the 
circumstance before her, as it may not be true ; 
but," and he lowered hb voice, " it is now 
reported, in town, that it was not Fitz-Ullin, 
but our young friend, Montgomery, who shot 
himself/* , 

Frances, fearing for Julia's presence of mind, 
interposed quickly, exclaiming, ^' Impossible ! 
The account of Lord Fitz-Ullin having shot 
himself, has been in the papers this fortnight, 
and grandmamma has this very day had a letter 
from Edmund." 

" I am really glad to hear it," said Lord 
L., standing up as he spoke, " Mont- 
gomery bears a very high character ; and your 
grandmother has, I know, a strong affection for 
him ; for reasons," he added, with a suppressed 
sightf " which ought to weigh, at least, as much 
with me." After a short pause, he continued. 
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'* It is impossible to place any dependance on 
reports. On this very subject there are half 
a dozen differing in every essential point. One 
is, as you have heard^ that Fitz-Ullin had shot 
himself; another says^ that he was shot by his 
friend; and another, ,that he had shot his 
friend ; while there is yet a fourth version, as 
I have just told you, purporting that Mont- 
gomery had shot himself. They all agree in 
one thing only, that a lady has been the cause 
of whatever mischief has taken place. I was 
but one day in town myself; but being very 
anxious about both young men, in consequence 
of all those reports, I called at Fitz-UUin's 
house. On demanding of the servants if Lord 
Fitz-Ullin was at home, and, (with an air of 
doubt, I believe,) how he was, they answered, 
as much to my surprise as relief, that he was 
quite well; but added, that his Lordship could 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



IQS FIRST U>Vlfi. 

not see any one at present. I did not, there* 
fore, send up my name ; for, satisfied that he 
was Weill it was quite time enough for me to 
see him on my return to town* I enquired of 
the servants, however, if they could give me 
any information respecting Captain Montgo^ 
mery ; (for 1 had not even his address, you 
know.) They looked at each other, rather 
strangely, I thought ; and an elderly man, after 
some little hesitation, came forward and replied, 
that he had not yet received orders from bis 
Lordship, to speak on this subject. This 
sounded rather strange ; and, at first, made 
me stare at the fellow t but it immediately oc-^ 
curred to me, that the young men had been 
engaged in some foolish affair, which it was 
the wish of both parties, to hush up as much 
as possible. I therefore, as you may suppose^ 
asked no further questions of servants* 
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iThis was the sum of Lord L/s infomiation ; 
and after ^lany comments on the incomprehen* 
«ibility of the whole affair^ the family party se^ 
parated far the night 
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CHAPTER X. 

** Brightly shines the vest o'er his widow'd heart. 

The manly brow, by early sorrow touch'd, 

Is bare. The jewelled cap and graceful plume. 

In his worser hand, his martial's baton 

In the right, he passed mid a people's 

Sympathy!" 

At breakfast) Lord L. requested that, his 
daughters would be ready to accompany him 
to town, on an early day which he named. 

He was evidently ill at ease at Lodore: he 
made every effort, however, to conceal such 
feelings, and assigned the following common- 
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place reason^ for the hasty departure he medi- 
tated. He had) he said^ already issued cards, 
for what he intended should be a very brilliant 
affair ; given for the purpose of introducing his 
daughters at home, to what he considered his 
own private circle, previous to their public pre- 
sentation at court. 

Ere Lord L. and his daughters departed, 
Mrs. Montgomery discharged the painful duty 
she had imposed upon herself, of informing 
Lord L. of every particular of Henry's very 
improper conduct, ^respecting his attachment to 
his cousin. Lord L. was, at first, distressed 
and alarmed ; but, on questioning his daughter, 
was so perfectly satisfied by her assurances 
of indifference to Henry himself, and repug- 
nance to his addresses, that he determined 
to treat the young man's presumption, with 
the contempt it merited. Should St. Aubin, 
f3 
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however, in future, persevere in making himself 
troublesome; his Lordship would, of course, 
forbid him his house. 

A passing visit to Beech-park, prolonged by 
the delight the girls took in exploring its 
groves, so far retarded our travellers, that they 
did not arrive in London, till the very day, 
on the evening of which the projected ball 
Was to take place. 

The preparations, however, had gone on in 
pursuance of former orders, and every thmg 
was found ready. 

Lord L., the moment he had welcomed his 
daughters beneath the paternal roof, went out 
to call on the son of his old friend, and en^ 
deavour to induce him to join the family party 
at dinner, preparatory to the gaieties of the 
evening. 

No card had been sent ; for, on account of 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



iPIRST LOVE. 105^ 

all . the strange reports that were current, 
liord L. had determined to make the invitation 
in person, should he find Fitz-UIIin m a state 
to accept it. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

"Truth, 
/ 
Shines on his face, like the plane of the sun ! 

No darkness travels o'er his brow." 

** Dignity and grace shine forth majestic : 
Great nature's ornaments !'' 

" I HAVE seen Fitz-Ullin," said Lord. L.^ as 
he took his seat at the dinner table, where^ 
for this day, sat his daughters only, " and I 
like him amazingly !" When the servants hacj 
retired, he renewed the subject, by saying, 
" Fitz«Ullin is just ^what I should have ex- 
pected from the son of my old friend/* 
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Julia listened in breathless expectation^ 
hoping to bear something of Edmund. Frances 
understood her thoughts, and watched for an 
opportunity of putting a judicious question. 

'^ On sending up my name,** continued 
Lord L., " I was instantly admitted. He re- 
ceived me with visible emotion, and said, that 
had he known of my being in town, he should 
have waited on me. I told him, of course, 
that I had but that moment arrived from Cum- 
berland. He is extremely handsome! very 
like his mother." 

" Did you ask if he knew any thing about 
Edmund?" enquired Frances. Julia pressed 
her sister's hand, under shelter of the table. 

" Certainly," replied Lord L., " indeed, as 
soon as I had spoken to him of his father, and 
made some few preliminary remarks, I opened 
the subject, by inquiring if he could oblige me 
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with Captain Montgomery's address. He 
looked somewhat confused, and said, ' Lord L., 
I am very desirous to have an opportunity of 
explaining to you the business to which you 
allude/ ' I have no right to make aUusions^ 
my Lord/ I replied; ^but' — ^and I hesitated, 
' newspaper reports are not very satisfactory 
sources of information; and, it is natural that 
I should be anxious respecting # my young 
friend. Indeed, at present, I do not know 
even where to find him/ * You have every 
right. Lord L.,' he said, / to make inquiries, 
and to have them answered ; you are^ not only, 
the friend of my father, but you and your 
family have been^ the kind, the generous friends, 
oi^ poor Montgomery, when he most wanted 
friends ; to you every thing shall be explamed. 
At present I am not quite equal to the task ; but 
permit me to call on you to^-morrow morning/ I 
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begged he would dine with me to-day. He 
however declmed, pleading an engagement 
which rendered that impossible; but saying, 
'that he. should be able to get away about 
ten, (this evening I mean,) when, if I would 
permit him, he would wait on me, and bring 
Montgomery with him/ As he said this he 
smiled, though certainly with no very gay 
expression; yet, his smiling at all, was quite 
Sufficient to show that there were no mortal 
wounds^ in short, nothing very &tal, or irre- 
mediable, in the business. 

*' It just occurred to me, that I would let them 
come^ without saying any thing of the ball. The 
surprise was a liberty, which I thought I might 
take with the son of an old friend. Let me see^" 
added Lord L., considering, " it is now some 
eight or ten months since his father's death:' 
yet I feared, from the evident depression on his 
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Spirits, that be might not be prevailed to join 
us, were he aware of the gay scene which 
awaited him, before he was actually at the 
door ; after which, I should think, he would 
scarcely turn away. 

'^ It was very plain, that he wished, as much 
as possible, to avoid all mention of Montgomery ; 
and I did not urge my inquiries, as he means 
to bring him with him this evening, declaredly 
for the purpose of some explanation. Indeed, it 
is -clear to me, as I have all along said, that the 
young men have had some silly quarrel, in which, 
I can now perceive, Fitz-Ullin believes himself 
to have been the aggressor^ There was a con- 
sciousness, a hesitation in his manner : I fancy 
he means to be vastly heroic this evening, confess 
himself in fault, and make Montgomery an 
apology in my presence. But, as I before re- 
marked, there can be nothing very terrible in 
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the affair ; for when I asked him how Montgo- 
mery was, he answered, 'Quite well, thank 
you ;' and smiled again, though languidly. ' He 
was not wounded then,' I ventured to add. 
* Oh, no!' he replied with quickness. * Nor 
your Lordship, I hope V I continued. * Why 
— no,' — ^he said, after a moment of hesita- 
tion. ^ And when ^u know all,' he added, 
' you will not suspect me of wishing to in- 
jure your friend Montgomery/ 

** I saw I was distressing him, so I took my 
departure, declaring that I entertained no such 
suspicions. 

" Well," added Lord L., after a momentary 
pause and a smile, ^' I trust, from the sadness 
of the love-stricken youth, that Montgomeiy has 
been successful with the fair spurce of their 
rivalship ; for I have othej views for Fitz-Ullin. 

" By the bye, I saw three ladies there 
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as I passed a drawiDg-nxMO, the door o^ 
which was half open« Two of them seemed 
to be in widows' mourning; and the third, 
who appeared much younger, wore something 
bhck too, I think : but she was so beautiful) 
that during my momentary glance, I had no 
leisure to examine her dress. She was stand^^ 
ing near the door, aad seemed eamesdy 
questioning* a person who looked something 
like a physician. I heard him say, as he was 
making his exit, ' You may rest quite satisfied ; 
every dangerous symptom has noW disappeared.^ 
This was as I went in, and before I had seen 
Fitz-Ullin ; so that I expected, of course, to 
find him in an easy chair and wrapping gown^ 
just recovering from a dangerous wound." 

Then it is Edmund, thought Julia, who is 
only recovering; and wh0| perhaps, may not 
recover after all ! 
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*' If that charming creature/' continued 
Lord L., ** was Fitz-UUin's fair inamorataj 
and that he has been rivalled in her good 
graces, I am not much surprised at his despair- 
ing looks : and| certainly, he has not the elastic 
step, or triumphant eye^ of a successful lover. 
We must contrive to console him, poor fellow. 

^* In the first place, Julia, I intend that he 
shall, should he arrive in time, open the baU 
with you to-night; after which> should he, 
on longer acquaintance, prove what the son 
of my immortal fiiend ought to be, I shall 
have no objection to his securing your hand 
for a longer period. Do not look so seriously 
alarmed, child! I certainly shall not offer it 
to him. The hand of Lady Julia L. is a prize 
which may, I thmk, be sought even by the 
sole representative of all the honours, here- 
ditary and acquired, of the great Fitz-Ullin ! 
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Talking of such things, what did you do to 
the Marquis of H., to cure him so quickly, 
and so effectually V* 

" Nothing," replied Julia. 

** Yes, you refused him ; and that without 
consulting me." 

" Had I had the least wish to accept him, 
sir, I should have consulted you," said Julia, 
" but — I did not know — that it was of any 
consequence— -if~" 

" Well, take care you don't refuse Fitz- 
Ullin without consulting me," said her father. 
*^ I have taken quite a fancy to the young 
man. There is sweetness of disposition, and 
nobleness of nature, in every expression of 
his countenance. And, as the son of his 
father, I should prefer him to the Marquis, 
brilliant as that connexion would certainly 
have been. You too, Frances," he said, turn- 
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ing to her, and putting aside some of the 
redundant curls that floated on her snowy 
forehead, '^ have, I understand, been casting 
loose the chains of your captives also, without 
consulting me. We must have a reform in 
this department of administration ; I consider 
myself entitled to some (perhaps my daugh- 
ters may think) obsolete privileges in the way 
of patronage, which, however, I do not mean 
entirely to waive. — There now, fly and dress 
yourselves, or you will be late," 

Both the girls having risen from their seats 
at the word ^^ fly,'* hesitated, and approached 
their father, as if they had wished to say, 
that they were not quite so undutiful as he 
imagined. Lord L. seemed to comprehend 
the manner ; for he put an arm round each, 
and kiss&d the forehead of each. 
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CHAPTER Xn. 

^ And wheels were rolling, and lights were passing. 
And cheeks, that should have been on soft pillows 
Lyings w«re reflected in deep miirors; 
MThere locks W0re braiding, and gems arranging,, 
And plumes were waving, for the coming day." 

By the tune the sisters had completed the 
task of adorning, the whole house was one 
blaze of light and decoration. 

They walked through the yet vacant apart- 
ments, almost lost in the universal brightness. 
They were soon joined by Lord L. On 
arrivals commencing, he gave to each an arm. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



FIR8T LOVC, 119 

^nd stood with them near the entrance of the 
^rst of the suit of rooms destined for the 
^reception of company. 

Crowds poured iq. I^ord L. felt not s^ 
little of the most amiahle, and most pardon- 
able species of pride, ^s each fresh party 
that approached e^inced^ either by words or 
expression of countenance, as the degrees ot 
intimacy permitted, their ei^travagant admira^ 
tion of his daughters. 

The thunder of knoclcs, peal on peeJ, still 
echoed and rercchoed. Julia and Frances 
were more accustomed to that which rever-. 
berated from Skiddaw tq the Screes: for 
though they had, as we have seen, entered 
some very gay circles in the country, they 
had not experienced any thing on this great 
scale before: besides, they were conscious, 
that they were now Ihe especial objects of 
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notice; and at each loud sound, they shrunk 
closer to their father. He felt the involuntary 
movement; and, m a whisper, warned them 
not to he foolish. 

Meanwhile, the first and second reception 
rooms had filled to 'overflowing ; and many of 
the company were finding their own way into 
other of the apartments. A number of people 
had already, for coolness, entered the ball- 
room; and thither we shall, for the present, 
accompany them. 

After walking up and down for a time, some 
began to express impatience for the commence- 
ment of dancing; and others, to conjecture, 
with whom Lady Julia L. would open the ball* 
This led to observations upon, praises by some, 
and criticism by others, of their youthful host- 
esses; for' who, that is worthy of praise, can 
escape criticism? so true is it, that a young 
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woman cannot, with perfect impunity^ be re- 
markable even for her merits. No one could 
deny that they were beautiful; a motion to that 
e£fect was therefore carried, by a clamorous 
and unanimous vote, on the part of the gen- 
tlemen. A crowd pressing towards the dancing 
room, caused all eyes to turn in the direction 
whence it approached. 

'* Who is that leading Lady Julia L. 
towards the head of the room?" exclaimed 
one voice. *^ Who is Lady JuUa L. going to 
dance with ?" cried another. '* Who is that 
Lady Julia L. is leamng on?" said a third. 
"Who is it? Who is it? Who is he? Who 
is he ?" was repeated by many. " He is very 
handsome !" said the ladies. " Do you know 
him?" inquired the gentlemen. These ques- 
tions were telegraphed from the outskirts of 
the standing group into the centre of the 

VOL III. 6 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



IS2 riRST LOTE. 

moving crowd ; and the answer, by numeroos 
voices, telegraphed back : " Lord Fitz-UHin !" 
**Lord Fitz-UUinr « Lord Fitz-Ullinr 

** Did not the papers say that Fltz-UIHn 
had shot himself?" inquired a gentleman. 

'* Yes, but it was contradicted again,** ob^ 
served his neighbour. 

''They say it was his friend, the Captain 
Montgomery, one hears so much o^ who shot 
himself,** observed a third. 

''For love, was it not?" asked a young 
lady. 

" Oh yes, of course^" drawled out her 
destined partner, dropping a sleepy glance 
out of the corner of his eye, without turning 
his head; for he was an exquisite; "You 
ladies are the cause of every mischief, you 
know. You drive us poor men to distraction, 
and then blame us for the rash actions 
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which your own chaims have caused us to 
commit*" 

''It was not the lady's feult!** said his 
partner ; ^' she could not marry them both, 
you know." 

'' And so she made the best division she 
could, you think, in accepting the one as 
a lover, and the other as a husband?" re- 
torted the gentleman. 

''Nonsense!" said the young hdy: "but 
as the pap»s said that Captain Montgomery 
was the favoured lover, why should he shoot 
himself?" 

"Cannot say, really. The quadrilles are 
forming ; we had better take our place." 

" Lady JuKa L. is vastly lovely ! Is she not?" 

he proceeded, after they had secured their 

ground. The lady was wondering how Captain 

Montgomery, or any body elte, could have been 

g2 
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preferred to Lord Fitz-Ullin, he was so hand- 
some ; and only answered, " Yes, very pretty 
indeed: and what a beautiful dress she has 



on 



!»» 



Several sets of quadrilles were now ar- 
ranged, and were on the point of commenc- 
ing. 

** What a very handsome young man Lord 
Fitz-Ullin is!" said another young lady, to 
an ugly, stiff, old partner; who had once, of 
course, been young, and, by accident, the 
fashion ; but who, by thinking himself a prize 
too long, had lost both those advantages. 

" Possibly," he replied ; " but I was looking 
at the lady. Lady Julia L. is really almost 
beautiful enough to tempt a man to sacrifice 
his liberty!" 

« Can that be Lord Fitz-Ullin ?" said Lady 
Pt to a certain gay Colonel, who, emerging 
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from the part of the crowd which had lately 
entered the room, approached her ladyship. 

The Colonel was, or thought himself, hand- 
some ; and we hope, for his own sake, he 
was not mistaken ; as, excepting his personal 
attractions, he had nothing but his half-pay ; 
not even professional prospects, having taken 
the difference from whole to half-pay for the 
discharge of debts. His aspirations were now, 
therefore, limited to that last resource of 
the desperate — ^matrimony! Lady D. was 
a showy, rich, and not very old widow ; a 
dasher, and a professed admirer of handsome 
men: on which last trait in her ladyship's cha- 
racter the Colonel founded very brilliant hopes. 

" I have seen Lord Ormond in his father's 
life-time," pursued Lady D. ; " but J had no 
recollection of his being half so handsome ! 
Is that really Lord Fitz-UUin r 
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*' If your ladyship means the gentleman 
who is standing at the head of the first qua- 
drille with Lady Julia L.," replied the Colone]^ 
« he is, undoubte41y, Lord Fitz-Ullin." 

^' He is a thousand times handsomer/* said 
the lady, looking again, '^ a thousand times 
handsomer than I thought Lord Ormond at 
the time, though now I do remember thinking 
him a pleasing looking young man. What 
a difierence three or four years have made 
(it was six or seven, but the lady did not 
choose to say so) ; he has now so much more 
character of countenance, and - so fine a 
figure !- 

The Colqnel, not a little mortified, an- 
swered, " The fellow looks as if he were going 
to be hanged! and that, with such an angel for 
a partner, is quite unpardonable." 

" As the lady's whole attention seems occu- 
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pied by the cbalking of the floor/' said Lady 
D.^ '' it is no wonder she cannot animate her 
partner." 

" If I am any judge of physiognomy/' said 
the Colonely ^^ his Lordship's want of anima*^ 
tion does not proceed from want of admiration: 
and, as to the lady, if she does not look up 
and smile, she looks down and blushes; and 
that is quite as encouraging, you know." 

^^ She is certainly too demurely-looking," 
persisted Lady D. 

" Her adorer probabi}' prefers," argued the 
Colonel, assuming what he intended for a very 
graceful attitude, *' possessing this monopoly 
of his fair enslaver's attention, to the danger 
of her Ladyship's admiring other Adonises, 
as might possibly be the case, were she to 
dispense her glances more freely." 

'^ Oh," repUed Lady D., with quickness, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



128 FIRST LOVE. 

" in the case of the partner of Lord Fitz- 
Ullin, there can be no danger of that !" 

The Colonel fell back, bit his lip, and said 
to a gentleman near him, in a loud and con- 
ceited tone, drawing up his eyebrows, and 
looking down at his own legs, " Lady D. 
thinks, that where Lord Fitz-Ullin appears, no 
one else has a chance of being looked at ! — eh ?" 

" It is fortunate," replied the gentleman 
addressed, who was also an acquaintance of 
her Ladyship's, ^^ that all ladies are not of 
Lady D.'s opinion. In a late very public 
affair his Lordship was, 'tis said, successfully 
rivalled by a Captain Montgomery, with whose 
name the papers have resounded for some time." 

" By the bye," asked Lady D., " was it not 
said that Captain Montgomery, or Lord Fitz- 
Ullin, or somebody, had shot themselves, or 
something?" 
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A gendeman^ on whose breast appeared the 
stars and garters of renown, now coming up, 
said dryly (for he too seemed of Lady D.'s 
coterie), '' Your Ladyship is speaking of Cap- 
tain Montgomery? His wounds, you perceive, 
have not been mortal." 

The lady looked her want of comprehension. 

** Why," continued the man of stars, " he 
is now standing at the head of the first qua- 
drille with Lady Julia L. Don't look for a 
moment, or they will see that we are speaking 
of them." 

" I beg your pardon, sir," interrupted the 
Colonel, " that is Lord Fitz-Ullin!— -if you 
mean the gentleman who is dancing with 
Lady Julia L." 

" Are you personally acquainted with Lord 
Fitz-Ullin ?" asked the Admiral, for such was 
the rank of the starred speaker. 
g3 
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^< N05 sir, but I saw him enter the room, 
and heard him announced as Lord Fite-Ullin." 

" Then, sir, give me leave to say, that Cap- 
tain Montgomery served with me when he 
was a lieutenant ; and to repeat that he now 
stands at the head of the room with Lady 
Julia L." 

** The gentleman at the head of the room, 
dancing with Lady Julia L.," said a conse- 
quential looking elderly man in black, pressing 
forward through the crowd, and nodding to 
Lady D., "is Lord Fitz-UUin'^ 

" Sir ?" said the Admiral, with a look of 
defiance. 

" Yes, sir," said the gentleman in black, 
smiling in the angry face of his opponent; 
*' I had this very day the honour of dining 
with his Lordship at his own house, in com- 
pany with the Dowager Lady Fitz-UUin, Lady 
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Olswald, an aunt of hie Lordship, and the 
very beautiful young lady, whose affair has, 
unfortunately, been of late the subject of so 
much discussion." 

" Where you may have dined, sir, or with 
whom, are not points for me to dispute \ but," 
persisted our naval hero, '' the gentleman 
dancing with Lady Julia L. is Captain Mont- 
gomery !" ^i 

** Is Lord Fitz-UUin," repeated the man 
in black: " Pray, sir, give me leave, sir, 

and" 

" I will give no man leave, sir, to contradict 
me! I have distinctly asserted that I am 
personally acquainted with Captain Montgo- 
mery; and that the gentleman' dancing with 
Lady Julia L. is Captain Montgomery : who- 
ever asserts that he is not Captain Montgo- 
mery, gives me the lie !" 
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" My good friend ! my good friend ! why 
so fierce?" exclaimed a new addition to the 
circle, ofiering bis hand to the Admiral as 
he came up. 

Lady D. explained the cause of dispute; 
and the Adndiral's friend^ laughing heartily, 
said, ^^ Five minutes since, I saw Lord L. 
present the young man now dancing with Lady 
Julia L. to both his daugi^ters, as Lord Fitz- 
Ulhn." 
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CHAPTER XIIL 

"Spirit of Fingalll 
'Tis Fingall Himself:" 

If our readers are desirous to know how this 
personage^ respecting whose identity there 
seem to exist so many contradictory opinions^ 
obtained entrance to this gay circle, and 
the envied hand of Lady JuUa L. ; nay, how 
it was that so many people actually believed 
hini to be Lord Fitz-UIlin; we must lead them 
back, about half an hour^ to when, and 
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where, we left the sisters with Lord L., 
near the door of the first reception- 
room. 

Mammas told Lord L. that he ought to 
have allowed their girls a chance, before he 
thus cruelly merged all that had been bright 
in the hemisphere of fashion in the dazzling 
lustre of stars so pre-eminent. The young 
ladies themselves thought, that had they had 
as beautiful dresses on, they should have 
looked just as well. The downright old gen- 
tlemen congratulated his Lordship, with sin- 
cere cordiality, on the charms of his daughters. 
Those who still had twinkling eyes, and 
merry souls, wished themselves twenty years 
younger, and envied the present generation. 
The middle-aged dandies addressed well- 
turned compliments to the ladies themselves; 
and the coxcomical young' ones endeavoured 
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to look quite irresistible^ as they made their 
bows in silence. 

At length, "Lord Fitz-Ullin !— Lord Fitz- 
Ullin!'' was thundered in the hall, echoed, from 
servant to servant, on each landing of the 
stairs, and finally repeated at the door of the 
reception room. The reports of his Lordship's 
intended marriage broken off at the altar, and 
of his having shot himself for love; were fresh 
in the minds of all; so that the idea of be* 
holding him, appeared to create a pretty general 
sensation ; and, at jthe sound of his announce- 
ment, every head turned round. Yet, when he 
did actually enter, Julia was not even aware of 
the circumstance. She had looked towards the 
door, her heart trembling with the expectation 
of seeing Edmund enter with him. And she 
had seen Edmund enter ; but with whom she 
had been too much agitated to notice. The 
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appearance of our hero bad shocked her. It 
was that of one who had received a stunning 
blow ! All expression of feature was deadened, 
— ^all animation of air and carriage gone ! He 
advanced with eyes scarcely raised. If Julia's 
ideas had been thrown into a state of confuaon 
on his first entrance, what was her astonish* 
ment, when her father, presenting oiur hero, 
said, ^' Julia, my dear, this is Lord Fitz-Ullin ! 
Lord Fitz-Ullin, Lady Julia L., Lady 
Frances L.*' 

It was now Lord L.'s turn to be surprised. 
He saw both his daughters extend a hand at 
the same moment, while the gentleman he was 
in the act of presenting, took a hand of each, 
and, though with a pale and quivering Ep, 
pronounced the names, Julia, Frances, divested 
of title. 

All this had occupied but a second or two, 
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during which Lord L. had exclaimed, **My 
introduction has been superfluous here, 1 per- 
ceive! 

" Why, papa,*' cried Frances, " this is Ed- 
mund!" 

Julia attempted to speak, but failed. Lord 
L. looked his amazement, which was too great 
for utterance. 

** It is very true, niy Lord," said our hero, 
raising his eyes, and making a wretched attempt 
to smile ; ^' I am both Montgomery and Fitz- 
UUin! and, in that double character," he 
added, in a tone of more feeling, '* owe a 
double debt of gratitude and affection to Lord 
L., and to^-to all his family,'* he attempted to 
say, but voice failed him. Here, notwith- 
standing Lord L.*s aversion to a scene, some- 
thing very like one, unavoidably took place ; at 
the commencement of which, however, his 
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Lordship had the presence of mind, to hurry 
the party, for a few moments, just within the 
doorway of a small refreshment room, which 
stood invitingly open at but the distance of a 
pace or two, and which was as yet unoccupied. 
Here Edmund hastily gave recitals, of some 
very unexpected discoveries, which the sup« 
posed Lord Fitz-Ullin's intended marriage had 
brought to light, and which had proved our 
hero to be the only legitimate son and rightful 
heir of the deceased Earl. The noble conduct 
of the individual who was the sole sufferer, 
had, he explained, placed him at once in quiet 
possession of all his rights. In answer to Lord 
L.'s surprise that a clearer statement of facts 
had not appeared in the papers, he men* 
tioned, that the editors had been silenced* 
for the present, from delicacy to the feelings 
of some of the parties. He seemed shocked 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



VIBST LOVB. 

when Frances assured him, that his letter to 
her grandmamma^had been completely a riddle. 

He thought, he said, that it had explained 
all that the papers had left unexplained. But, 
he confessed that he had had much to agitate and 
confiise his mind just at the time ; and that he 
did not, therefore, know exacdy what he had 
written; his object, however, in writing, he 
said, had been to mark the respect due to his 
revered benefactress, by giving her the earliest 
intimation of the wonderful change in his cir- 
cumstances* 

Edmund confessed that he would have turned 
back, and postponed this agitating interview 
till the next day, had he not got out of the 
carriage and ascended the stairs in total ab-* 
straction of mind, and literally without once 
looking about him till he had entered the first 
reception room, when it was too late to retreat. 
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Explanations ended. Lord L., as the party 
returned to the company, said, with assumed 
carelessness : — 

'* It is full time, I should think, for the 
dancing to commence. You had better take 
JuUa out,'* he added, lowering his voice, and 
addressing our hero, " you know how to^ prevail 
in that quarter, I dare say !'* 

Edmund, (whom we must in future call 
Fitz-Ullin,) instead of colouring became paler 
than hjetore, and, without speaking, offered 
his arm to Julia, She took it with a sen- 
sation of panic. The strangeness of his 
present manner, agreed but too well with 
that letter, but for which, and this manner, 
how happy had the wonderful discoveries 
of this evening made her. How happy, even 
for dear Edmund's sake, had it been possible 
not to mingle self with the thought. 
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As she took his offered arm, she was certain 
she felt him shudder ; but as her own trembled 
at the time, she afterwards thought she might 
have been mistaken. 

They walked up the room in silence. Con- 
fused, and pained, Julia found that she could 
not congratulate her companion on his good 
fortune with the cordial frankness which had 
else been natural, nor ask half the obvious 
questions, respecting circumstances so hastily 
explained, and which had brought about, thus 
suddenly, a state of things, that altogether ap- 
peared to her bewildered apprehension, more 
like a dream, than a reality. Oh how de- 
lightedly would she have dwelt, she thought, 
a short, time since on such a subject, so full of 
wonder, and, which ought to be, so full of joy. 
But something extraordinary, something 
more than sbrrow in the manner of this incom-r 
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prehensible being, whom she must now too, 
caU by the new, and not yet endeared name of 
Fit»>UIlin, seemed to have raised up an insu- 
perable barrier between them. Even the ex- 
pression of his countenance, (though still she 
behdd the fixtures of Edmund) was, in all that 
regarded nand, <^ indicated feeling, utterly 
changed. 

His presence inspired her with an almost 
superstitious awe ! He was so like, and yet so 
unlikehiraself, that she traced the resemblance, 
with feeHngs not far removed from those with 
which the identity of a visitant from the grave 
might be recognised. And strange it is, that 
such identity should appal, while it portrays 
what, in life, wotdd have claimed our fondest 
embrace. 

He was indeed evidently miserable ; and that 
idea, awakened every habitual feeling of ten- 
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derness in Julia's breast. The thought of, 
why he was thus unhappy, came next in 
the train of reflections, and, as it presented 
itself in the unwelcome form of his love for 
another, she unconsciously suffered a sigh to be 
audible. 

Fitz-Ullin looked suddenly round ; her eyes 
were bent downwards; and now, for the first 
time since he entered the room, he permitted 
his to dwell, for a few seconds, on that perfect 
loveliness which he had never contemplated, 
even in imagination, without a bewildering sense 
of delight, which rendered the lapse of thne 
imperceptible. Julia felt his silent gaze, 
though she saw it not, and a thrill of pleasure 
accompanied the consciousness; for which 
weakness, however, she instantly condemned 
herself. 

Thus occupied, our hero and heroine, arrived 
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\ 

at the head of the dancing room, forgetful of 
all present, while the eyes, if not of all, of 
many, were, as we have, seen, fixed on them. 
But where is that radiant joy ; where tliat sun- 
shine of the heart brightening every feature, 
which might naturaUy be expected, at this 
moment, to appear on the countenance of the 
once humble Edmund, feeling himself, as he 
must now do, in every circumstance the equal 
of that Julia, whom he had so long thought it 
presumption, nay even ingratitude to love; 
yet loved to an excess so uncontroulable, that 
no power was left of concealing his passion, 
and to fiy its object, had become his only 
resource. 

When last he had been her partner in a scene 
like the present, could* some prophetic voice 
have said, " Within a few short months shall 
£dmund, whose only home is the deep, have 
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wide domains and large possessions, inherited 
from his forefathers: Edmund, whose very 
name is but a borrowed right, have titles and 
dignities, descending through lines of honoured 
ancestry, and centring in him: Edmund, who 
knows not at what unlettered grave to mourn 
a father's loss, be found the son of him whose 
memory has been embalmed by a nation's tears! 

With what feelings had he hailed the wond- 
rous prophecy ! Yet, at this moment, was all 
the fairy-tale vision realized, and Edmund, not- 
withstanding, entered the mazes of the joyous 
dance, looking and moving like one, bewildered 
by the excess of mental sufiering. 

The laws of the figure constantly severed the 
hand of his partner from his, and as constantly 
required him to retake it ; but, what with anti* 
cipating this part of the ceremony at one time, 
and delaying it at another, he was more than 
once guilty of actually deranging the order of 
the quadrille. 

vox*, m. H 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

^ Remorse return'd, 
Torn of itt inward workhigs the ahriek*d alovd." 

Mbaiiwhilb Lady D/s party, whom we left in 
high contest as to the identity of Lady Julia 
L/s partneFi seem to have settled that point in 
an amicable manner, and to be now busily 
occupied, listeniog to an oration from the old 
gentleman in black. 

It is evident that he has been entertaining his 
audience with some of the particulars of our 
hero's adventures when a child. 

From the account which this seemingly well- 
informed speaker proceeds to give, it vfould 
appear that the information contained in the 
ill-spelt, undated letter of Edmund's nurse. 
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was, as tax as it was intelligiblej tnie : so 
much 60, indeed, that we cecommeDd a second^ 
perusal of the precious document to all who 
may have forgotten any part of its contents. 

FitsB-UUin was, it seems, the title of the 
great famtty alluded to anonymously by the 
nurse. Edmund had, as. the letter stated, 
bea» stolen when an in&nt in arms off the 
lawn by a stroHing be^ar, at a time when 
the fiEonily were from home. His nufse had 
substituted her own child, at firsts to avoid 
blam^. Afterwards, she had grown too fondf 
of seeing her son bringint^ up to be a« youngs 
lord, to seize, or infor«^ against, ihe bold 
va^?ant when she disdov^pf^. her, as men* 
tioned in the letter, carrying the stolen <^ild, 
about. 

ThesmiUng boy, descnb^ in the letter as 
flinging, hia cak^. out of the caipriage window 
to poor Edouind, when on crutches, and appa- 
rently with, but one leg, he. b^fi^ before 
h2 
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it, was no other than our hero's after friend, 
Ormond, now proved to be the nurse's child. 
And the lady, who had sat with the smiling 
boy on her knee, thinking him her own son, 
and looked out, with but a passing feeling 
of compassion on the one httle bare foot of 
the mendicant child, half sunk in the wet mud 
of the street ; its little shoulders almost forced 
out of their sockets by its crutches, and its 
' poor little features wearing the wan expression 
of premature misery, was no other than that 
mendicant child's own mother, the first Lady 
Fitz-Ullin. This was some years after h^ 
had been stolen. Soon after this it was that 
poor little Edmund had been carried over 
to Cumberland by the said vagrant, in com- 
pany with a ship-load of reapers. Aft;er the 
harvest he had been led about at Keswick 
Regatta, to excite , the compassion of the 
company; and after the Regatta, abandoned, 
as we have described, by his then supposed 
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mother, the beggar woman ; who, when 
caught in the fact of stealing linen fironT a 
hedge, was obliged to have recourse, to hasty 
flight. 

The narrator next proceeded to recount, 
what we already know, the particulars of how 
poor Edmund, on the evening of the day 
he had been thus abandoned, and nearly 
perishing with cold and hunger^ was found 
on the borders of the lake, by Mrs. Mont- 
gomery's daughter. Lady L.; brought home 
by her; and, ever since, cherished and pro- 
tected by the whole family. 

" And was the gentleman who is now 
dancing with Lady Julia L.," inquired a young 
lady, " that poor little boy that was begging 
under the carnage window; and who is now 
Lord Fitz-Ullin? How curioufi!" 

^^ Precisely so, madam^" repUed our sable > 
orator. 

When it was mentioned that the present 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



150 FIRST £DVB« 

Lord Fits-Ulluij during all the years from 
childhood upwards, had, as Eidmund Mont- 
gomery, been the constant, intimate compMiion 
of Lord L.'s daughters, the Colonel, addressing 
Lady D. aside, laid claim to some discernment. 

" Well, I declare,*' continaed the young 
lady, '' if i were Lord Fitz-Ullin, I should 
be always quite afraid I might turn out 
to be somebody else, some other time." 

^^ The proofs of his Lordship's identity, 
madam,'* said the important man in black, 
<' had been carefully preserved by wretches, 
who hoped to have made a market of the 
secret; and who indeed would, as it has lately 
appeared, have done so, had it not been for 
the upright and honourable, feelings of the 
poor young man himself.'* 

" But, sir," enquired Lady D,, " does Lord 
Fitz-UlUn intend to marry the lady, who 
figured in the papers lately as the cause of all 
thefracatft" 
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** Certdnly not, madam!" replied the proud 
explainer of mysteries, who now saw himself 
surrounded by a numerous audience. ^' In the 
first place, mad&m, you must recollect, that it 
was not Lord Fitz-Ullin, but the unfortunate 
young man who was then supposed to be Lord 
Fitz-UIlin, who was about to marry the young 
lady» And in the second place, madam, the 
young lady is a sort of half sister of his Lord- 
ship's.'* 

« Sister!" exclahned Lady D.; " surely the 
late Lord Fitz-UUm left no daughter by either 
marriage." 

*^ I do uot mean to say," continued the 
speaker, ^^ that the young lady, or young 
woman, is daughter to either of the Ladies 
Fitz-Ullin; she is, notwithstanding, daughter 
to the late Lord Fitz-Ullin, and twin sistet 
to the unhappy young man who, for so many 
years, was called Lord Ormond; and who, 
lor &e last few months^ has borAe the title 
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of Fitz-UQin ; and- who is now simply Mr., or 
rather Captain Ormond; and that only by 
courtesy : such children having in lawj I 
believe, no right to any name but their mo- 
ther's." 

" A terrible thing for him, poor young 
man !" said Lady D. ** He can never bear 
to meet any of his former acquaintance." 

" The present Lord Fitz-UUin, however," 
continued our enlightened informer, ^^ has 
behaved towards him with the noblest libe- 
rality, as well as towards Miss Ormond, as 
the sister is now called." 

" And pray. Doctor , what had she 

been called ? There was no name mentioned 
in the papers, I think.'' 

" O'Neil, the name of her mother's hus- 
band, who was the land steward." 

" And pray who was her mother ?" 

♦ 

" The woman was the present Lord Fitz- 
fUUin's nursC) madam : and one of her apolo- 
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gies for having substituted her own child in 
place of the rightftd heir, when the Lady's 
chihd (as she still calls his present liordship) 
had been stolen from her was, that her own 
boy was a son of Lord Fitz-UUin." 

^* And what led to the discovery of all ^is 
just now? and can you tell, as you seem so 
well-informed, what all that was which ap- 
peared in the papers about a rivalship, and 
a marriage broken off at the altar, and a shoot- 
ing-match, &c«" 

^^ I can, madam :" and here the gentleman 
in black bowed, smiled, and took a pinch of 
snuff. " Indeed, I may say," he added, while 
closing his box, " that I am (being a friend 
of the family) in some measure authorized to 
correct misapprehensions on this subject. 'We 
have, I believe, succeeded at last in silencing the 
papers ; that is, since the first day or two ; as 
soon, in fact, as Lord Fitz-UUin had leisure 
to attend to any thing. It was his wish to 
H 8 
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do 00, from delicacy to the feelings of Captain 
Ormond." For the same reasons, as well as 
for many others, we suspect that his Lordship 
Would have also gladly silenced the present 
Speaker, had that heen equally possible ; for, 
if we are not mudh mistaken, he is far exceed* 
ing his commission for the correction of mis- 
apprehensions. 

This self-elected friend of the family is, 
however, very good authority ; being no other 
than the physiciain who had been, and still 
was, in attendance on Ormonde He is one 
of His Majesty's physicians, and a man of so 
much eminence, notwithstanding his commu- 
nicative propensities, that he is in the best 
society. 

** In the first place, madam," continued the 
Doctor, in answer to Lady D/s list of ques** 
tions, '* though there certainly was a marriage 
broken off at the altar, there was no rivalship 
whatsfver, nor the slightest foondatioA for such 
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a rumour. The catastropKe, indeed, was much 
hastened, and almost all the wild reports 
which have ggne ahroad, produced hy Captain 
Ormond's unfortunate passion for the young 
lady who afterwards proved to be his sister; 
and with whom he had at first become acquainted 
during her residence at some finishing board- 
ing-school. So violent, indeed, was the attach- 
ment which subsisted between , these young 
persons; strengthened, as it was, by long 
Indulgence ; for they had beeti secretly engaged 
for years, it seems ; that nothing could prevent 
the marriage, but confession on the part of 
the mother. This she delayed till the last 
moment; in fact, till her son and daughter 
stood together at the altar! Then it was 
that rushing past them with screams like 
those of a maniac, and with such velocity 
that indeed, though every one looked round 
to discover whence the sounds came, (for 
I happened to be present, madam,) no one 
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saw her till she stood beside the officiating 
clergyman; when^ laying one hand on hb Hps 
and spreading the other over his open book, 
after remaining speechless from want of breath 
for a few moments, during which the wonder 
of the beholders was very great^ she shrieked 
aloud, in accents that rang through the whole 
church, that Jthey were brother and siste.r! 
nay, that they were twins! that she herself 
was their mother; thdr wretched, sinful mo- 
ther; and that the late Lord Fitss-Ullin was" 
their father. 

** The poor young man was so much affected 
by the scene which followed; the frantic 
appearance of the old woman who called 
herself his mother; the fidnting away of the 
interesting, and certainly very beautiful young 
creature, whose hand he still held, and whom 
he scarcely knew whether to call sister or 
bride; the great change in his own circum- 
stances too, and the sudden revulsion of his. 
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feelings; that, in short, he went home, (or 
rather to the house which he had so long 
thought his home,) and shot himself! — that is, 
attempted to do so ; indeed, did wound him- 
self: it was his friend, the rightful and present 
Lord Fitz-Ullin, who was fortunate enough to 
prevent his completing his terrible purpose.** 

Various expressions of pity and horror were 
here uttered by the listeners. " Indeed, the 
young man," continued the speaker, " deserves 
well of the Earl, for his conduct on the occa- 
sion was truly noble." 

*' On entering his hall, on his return from 
church, he was beset by the wretches, in whose 
hands were every proof by which his present 
Lordship could substantiate his claims. These 
they offered, for a certain sum, so effectually 
to suppress, that notwithstanding the wild 
declaration of the woman in church, the'right- 
ful Earl should never be able legally to dis- 
possess him, either of title or property. He 
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howeyeri Bpurned all such offers with tb^ 
utmost indignation ; and would not suffer the 
persons to leave his presence, tiB he had sent 
for his Lordship-^I mean his present Lordship 
^-^then commonly called Captain Montgomery^ 
and hud all the facts before him^ After which 
it was, that the poor young man tetired to his 
sleeping apartment^ and made that rash attempt 
upon his own life^ which I before mentioned. 
I had always attended the late Earl, whose 
friendship I had the honour of possessing* 
I was therefore sent for by Lady Fitz-Ullin 
immediately, and have, of course, visited the 
house, either in my medical or friendly capa* 
city, every day since; and I have the satis- 
faction to say, that I can now pronounce 
Captain Ormond out of danger. 

'^ I never heard any thing so shocking T* said 
the Admiral, in a tone of much feeling, for since 
the first ebullition of his wrath on being contra- 
dicted, he had become an interested listener; 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



FIRST LOVE. 159 

*' that poor young man, brought up to fo^ 
ttme, rank, title, every thing, now thrown 
on the world, without a home, or even a pame !'* 

"When I last saw him," said LadyD., "it 
Was at hi^ father's table. A mild looking young 
man with a sweet fimile. I remember he sat 
opposite to me, talking to a daughter of the 
Duke of B. I said, you know," she added 
turning, to the Colonel, ^' that this man's coun- 
tenance was not quite what I thought I could 
recollect of Lord Ormond*" 

" The young man has been a most unhappy, 
and, it would appear innocent victim of the 
moral turpitude of others;" observed a gentle* 
man who had not before spoken, and whose 
black silk apron proclaimed him a dignitary of 
the church. " The story affords a atriking^ 
practical revelation of the will of Him^ who has 
ordained that misery shall be the fruit of vice ;" 
he added, addressing a younger person on 
whose arm he leaned. 
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. The general move occasioned by the break- 
ing up of the now concluded set of quadrilles, 
'dispersed our listening party, and sent them to 
seek various amusements 4n other parts of the 
gay assembly. 

Immediately after Julia had gone into the 
dancing-room with Edmund, a handsome lively 
young man, not much above the middle size, 
but remarkably well made, came up to Lord L., 
with whom he appeared well acquainted. He 
particularly requested an introduction ^to Fran- 
ces, which Lord L., without absolute reluctance, 
granted; for young Beaumont, though bat 
second son to Lord Beaumont, might be classed 
among those whom Lord L. considered as 
proper young men, being grandson to the Duke 

of , and inheriting a large property in right 

of his mother. Lady Charlotte , his Grace's 

only child. On being introduced, Beaumont 
requested the honour of Lady Frances L.*shand 
in due form, and led her towards the quadrilles. 
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Whenever he addressed her, and that in 
consequence she raised her eyes to his face, 
she thought she must have seen him before, 
but could not remember where. A vague sus- 
picion, however, sometimes crossed her mind ; 
yet, if that were the case, the dress was now 
so different. Beaumont's manners were very 
animated ; and he was so assiduous to please, 
that Frances's natural gaiety of heart, soon ap- 
peared vnth as little restraint, as if they had 
been long acquainted. 

^' This is not the first effort I have made to 
have the honour of being presented to Lady 
Frances L.," said Mr. Beaumont, at last, with 
a rather conscious smile, and a little hesitation ; 
'* but I was not quite so fortunate in my former 



'^I thought I had seen you before!" said 
Frances. ^^ Then you are the gentleman that 
played the flute on the Lake, and that had the 
two beautiful dogs, and that-—" 
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Frances stopped short, for there was some- 
thing in the sort of pleasure that Beaumont^s 
countenance expressed, which betrayed that he 
considered the accuracy of her memory as a 
compliment to himself. He immediately per- 
ceived that he had committed an error, which 
nothing but the greatest humility could rectify. 
With downcast eyes^thereforci he said, ^^ he must 
esteem himself fortunate in possessing even dogs, 
worthy ofbeing remembered by Lady Frances L.'* 

Frances was very near being taken in to 
believe that she had been^ guilty of a want ot 
politeness, in having made leading personages 
of the' dogs. She was just about to attempt 
some qualifying sentence, when, looking up for 
the purpose, she perceived, that notwithstand* 
ingthe downcast eye, and assumed, gravity of 
tone, the gratified smile was again stealing over 
the lips of Beaumont She checked herself 
immediately, and determined never to have a 
good memory again. 
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" This excessive reserve/^ (thought Beau- 
mont, who had perceived both the first move- 
menti and the change of plan,) " is not a bad 
symptom. ^ 

*^ Now, I have," he said, looking up again, 
and throwing as much gentleness, persuasion, 
and humility, into his countenance as possible, 
" on some occasions, at least, the most un- 
fashionable of memories/' He then commenced 
a full and accurate account of every time he 
had but passed the Lodore house party, 
whether riding, driving, walking, or boating; 
whereabouts Frances had sat in the boat, what 
sort of dress she had worn, &c. At length, by 
^ his animated descriptions, he so far succeeded 
in throwing her off her guard, that he some* 
times obtained, by a look or a smile, an inad- 
vertent acknowledgment that he was right. Slight 
as was this encouragement, Beaumont already 
fixed his hopes upon it, so prone are young men, 
(even the best of them,) to egregious vanity. 
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His spirits rose^ and gave to his manners an 
additional vivacity, which seemed to Frances 
quite fascinating. She ahnost felt sorry when 
the set was drawiqg to a conclusion, notwidi- 
standing her impatience to talk to Eldmund 
about all that had happened, and express her 
own wonder and delight at things turning out 
just as grandmamma and Mr. Jackson always 
said they would* 

The quadrille ended, she requested Beau- 
mont to lead her towards Julia and Fitz-Ullin. 
This proved no very easy task, and when at 
length she did catch a glimpse, at a distance, 
of the dolefiil countenance of his newly elevated 
Lordship, she could not help saying to herself, 
'* Well, certainly, sentimental people are, after 
all, sometimes, very tiresome !" The qualifying 
expression, sometimes, was put in after the 
sentence was commenced, a feeling of affection 
for the so long, so dear Edmuiid, having arisen 
and reproached her, for her first movement of 
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distaste at the sight of a melancholy object^ just 
at a time, when she was so much inclined to 
be pleased. Her agreeable flirtation with her 
new acquaintance, however, was not destined 
to come to so hasty a conclusion, for the 
attempt to join Julia and her partner utterly 
failed. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

** Tiui is too much for human sufferanoe, 
DetfiBir, rapidly, to an early tomh 
Is carrying thy youth !" 

MEANWHiiiE, our heroine and Fitz-Ullin, ac- 
companied many others into a refreshment 
room, where they lingered a little, after the 
rest of the couples returned to the baU room. 

The delay had been more on the part of 
Julia than of her companion ; for there was an 
extraordinary formality and coldness about 
his manner, he appeared, as it were, to 
wait her commands. His eyes were cast 
down, he was silent; not even a catch of 
the breath was audible, though more than 
once a movement of the chest might have in- 
dicated, to a close observer, that a rising sigh 
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had been suppressed. " How unlike what Ed- 
mund used to.be!" thought Julia. He had 
told her^ in answer to some one of the obyious 
qu^esfions she had attempted during the dancing, 
that one of his names was still. Edmund. 

'' A strange time this he has chosen/* she 
thought, " to become cold and unfriendly to his 
oldest friends.'* Yet she tried to congratulate 
him on the unexpected change in his fortunes, 
with much of real kindness, and an effort, at 
least, at playfulness of manner; for, thought 
. Julia, *^ I must not pretend to understand this 
absurd grief about Lady Susan.*' 

'^ It is a species of mockery, Julia," he said, 
^' to congratulate me on advantages which, 
however ardently desired at one period, can 
now but aggravate the bitterness of disappoint- 
ment" 

" Oh, Edmundji" said Julia, thrown off her 
guard by his lop^ a^d yoice of wretchedness, 
" why win ym te miserable ? Did not the 
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real regard and friendship of all your early 
friends, long, long suffice for your happiness, 
and why will you suffer the disappointment of 
one, now you see, you — ^must see — ^never — well 
founded hope, to render valueless every real 
good/' But suddenly recollecting that her 
kindness was no longer generosity to the poor 
friendless £dmund, she checked herself, co- 
loured, and became silent. Fitz-UUin seemed 
to struggle for some time for composure, or for 
voice to reply. 

" That one hope, Julia,'* he at length arti- 
culated with peculiar bitterness of tone,- " how- 
ever ill founded you assure me it has ever 
been ^" 

'' I assure you 1" exclaimed Julia, with some 
surprise. 

" That one hope," he continued, speaking 
with effort, and from his visibly increasing agi- 
tation, without noticing the interruption, '^ that 
one hope, was all that gave life value in my eyes." 
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''Indeed!" said Julia^ assuming in her turn 
an air of coldness; and^ for her, almost 
disdain. 

" Friendship," he proceeded, " all I have 
ever loved, all I' have ever known, all I have 
ever been, are too intimately associated with 
that one hope, to be remembered without 
agony, when separated from it: all must be 
resigned together! Would to heaven!" he 
added, with energy, " I could first replace 
him, whom, most unwillingly, I have destined 
to become a wanderer from his loiig-accus- 
tomed home, and deprived of a rank, without 
which, he loaths existence, and which is 
valueless to me! But, poor fellow, he would 
not retain, for one hour, what he called my 
rights. Of his rash attempt at suicide, you are 
aware.*' Julia bowed her assent. " The 
shocking occurrence," he went on, " took 
place, as you also know, just as I was on the 
point of setting out for Lodore ." That, 

VOL HI. I 
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thought Julia, I did not know before; but she 
felt not very well able to interrupt him; nor 
did she deem the circumstance of any import-* 
ance. 

« After which," continued Fitz-Ullin, " the 
imperious necessity of soothing and guarding 
my unfortunate friend, lest he should repeat 
the attempt on his life, obliged me to have re- 
course to writing. You know the rest, Julia." 
His look and manner here, expressed some- 
thing of wildness, although, in the arrangement 
of his words, there was a forced composure. 
' ** I only know," she replied, with difficulty 
suppressing her tears, ^' that that letter made me 
^' she was going to have said, very miser- 
able ; but she changed her intention, and said, 
" gave me great uneasiness." 

** I am sorry I should have caused you pain " 
he replied coldly, but I felt that such an ex- 
planation was due. ** And now, let me say, 
farewell for ever! Without this interview. 
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when thousand of miles apart — ^perhaps — I 
should have — I should not have." 

Here he hroke off abruptly, and seemed to 
struggle with an emotion, difficult to be sup- 
pressed. Of his last speech, Julia had heard, 
or at least had comprehended, but the words, 
" Farewell for ever !" " I go," he recom- 
menced, with a voice so hoarse from emotion, 
that it literally could not have been recognized 
fot his ; "I go to-morrow to Lodore, to take 
a long farewell of my dearest, most honoured 
friend, your revered grandmother : after that, 
to sea ; to end, I hope, my miserable career, by 
dying honourably in the service of my country." 

Ere he concluded, Julia, whose power of 
acting composure was totally gone, had covered 
her eyes with both her hands, and hid her 
face on the arm of the little 80& on which 
she was seated; for every thing had begun 
to swim before her sight, and she dreaded 
e](posing her feelings, by, perhaps, fidnting. 
I 2 
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A sense of eoldness passed over her cheeks, 
and there was a rushing sound m her ears, 
and a confusion in her ideas, which lasted 
for some time, and made her uncertain, when 
she did begin to revive, how long she had 
remained in that painful state. Yet she had, 
she found, preserved her sitting posture. She 
was even beginnpig to congratulate herself upon 
this cu*cumstance, when she felt an arm which 
had hitherto, she now found, been the means 
of supporting her, somewhat hastily withdrawn. 
IS early at the same moment, she heard an 
approaching step, and a moment after, one 
of her hands was taken, but not with Ed- 
mund's usual gentleness, and pressed to the 
lips of one, who now assumed a kneeKng 
posture, and drew her other hand from 
before her eyes. She looked round, and ta 
her inexpressible surprise and horror, beheld 
EEeiiry at her feet, while the figure of our 
hero was hastily passing out of the door-way. 
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When Julia believed it was Edmund, who, 
with a manner at which her feelings revolted 
she knew not why, had kissed her hand, she 
fancied she was shocked at his want of 
deUcacy ; but the bitterness of h^r disappoint- 
ment, when she saw it was Htory, who had 
done so, showed how easily Edmund would 
have been forgiven. 

Fitz-Ullin did not appear again during the 
remainder of the evening. Julia's indignation 
against Henry, aroused her more effectually, 
than, perhaps, any thing else could have done. 
He answered her warmly-expressed displea- 
sure, by assuring her, with a diabolical laugh, 
that she should not have to complain of his 
tenderness much longer. 

A second set of quadrilles having by this 
time concluded, the refreshment-room was 
again crowded, and Lady Julia L. shortly 
led back to the dance, attended by a host of 
distinguished' admirers. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

" What a chatige." 

When the sisters retired to their apartment 
for the night, Frances* exuberantly gay 
spirits received a sad check; she saw at a 
glance, how thoroughly unhappy Julia was. 

The extraordinary change in Edmund's 
circumstances, was freely talked over and 
wondered at, even in the presence of Alice ; 
and she ventured to express her joy on tl^e 
occasion, and to comment on how delighted 
her aunt, and, indeed, every servant at Lodore 
would be, wheii they should hear of what had 
happened. 

A few moments of silence followed her 
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dismissal^ during which^ Frances looked en- 
quiringly at her sister. 

** WeD, we have had a fiill explanation,'' 
said Julia. 

** Indeed!" cried Frances, " and what did 
he say, Julia?" 

" Oh, treated all the friendship, that all or any 
of us could offer him, with sovereign contempt!" 

*^ Impossible 1 you must have misunderstood 
him." 

" Oh no, there was no room for misunder- 
standing ; he was explicit enough, I assure you! 
Why, he was little short of angry, (as if it 
was my fault, that Lady Susan chose to 
prefer the Marquis of H.), that hope had 
been all, he said, that, in his eyes, gave value 
to existence; and he would, therefore, leave 
England for ever!" The firmness our heroine 
had been affecting, here gave way, and her 
voice faltered. Frances embraced her. 

^^ Oh, and he talked all sorts of ridiculous 
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nonsense^" continued Julia, aa she vainly 
endeavoured to check her tears, " about dying 
an honourable death, and said, that my con- 
gratulating him, on his late good fortune, 
was a mockery. I used, I am sure, to pity 
him, if he only looked melancholy for a moment; 
but really, this caricature of sorrow, one 
cannot sympathise with!'* Julia seems to 
forget a grand distinction: when she used to 
feel such indulgent pity for the melancholy look, 
she believed that love, for herself, was its source ; 
it was quite another thing now ; she could see the 
folly, of being in despair about any body else. 

" And what a time," said Frances, " to 
behave ungratefully! It is certainly very 
unlike Edmund. Indeed Julia, I think you 
must have mistaken him, some way." Julia 
shook her head. *' We used, you know, to 
imagine," continued Frances, that it would be 
such a time of rejoicing, whenever Edmund 
was discovered to be some great person, (as 
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Mr. Jackson always said would be the case ;) 
and now^ the time is come ; and we only seem 
to have lost our own Edmund. " How could 
I have been so mistaken! I was absolutely 
certain that he was breaking his heart about his 
love for you : yet, if he was, this would not be 
the time to be in particular despair about it, 
just when, it is most probable, that papa would 
give his consent. So, I suppose, I must have 
been mistaken.'' 

Frances had had a thousand things to tell her 
sister about her new old acquaintance, 
Beaumont; but the melancholy subject they 
had been just discussing, and Julians tearful 
countenance, made her think it all such non- 
sense, that she determined not even to mention 
the subject. 



1 S 
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CHAPTER XVIl. 

. . . "Why, 

Did I look upon her fatal beauty !" 

We said^ that one of our hero's appellationiS, 
was still Edmund. Written at full length, 
his names and titles are, Edmund-Oscar, 
Ormond, Earl Fitz-Ullin. As an infant, 
previous to his being stolen from home, he 
had always been called Edmund, to please 
his mother, from whose father he derived that 
name; but, after that Lady's death, and the 
second marriage of the Earl, it became the 
custom of the family, to call the nurse's boy, 
(who then filled the place of the stolen child,) 
by the name of Oscar, one to which Lord 
Fitz-Ullin was partial, as having been fre- 
quently borne by the representatives of the 
title. 
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Our hero remained but one day at Lodore. 
To Mrs, Montgomery he explained every 
thing, but the cause of his own feelings : the 
state of them he did not attempt to hide. 
MHben Mrs. Montgomery spoke of Lady 
Susan's marriage, as the cause of his 
despairing letter, he neither confessed that 
it was, nor sajd that it was not. This con- 
duct the kind old lady construed into a con- 
fession, that she was right. She, accordingly, 
after endeavouring to rally him, without being 
able to extort a smile, closed the subject, by 
gently hinting, that she had expected more 
firmness of mind from him^ and hoping, that 
a little change of scene, would make him, 
very shortly, see things in quite another point 
of view. 

Even Mr. Jackson, who, according to the 
determination he expressed on first hearing 
Edmund's letter read, had gone up to town^ 
even he had not been able to draw forth a 
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word on the subject. Once, indeed, Fitz- 
Ullin said, after a loqg reverie, and when 
no question had been asked : " The longer I 
live, Jackson, the more strongly I feel the ex- 
cellent truth of jour early lessons; had I 
always obeyed the suggestions of conscience, 
not only in the letter, but in the spirit; had 
the plain road, pointed out by duty, been reso- 
lutely trod; without waiting to inquire of pas- 
sion, if there were not a flowery by-path that 
would, ultin^ately, lead to the same end; my 
present sufferings had possibly been, at least, 
less poignant than they are." 

Mr. Jackson was, for a moment, puzzled, 
almost alarmed. "You can only mean/' he 
said, " that it would have been more strictly 
honourable in you, to have avoided Lady 
Susan's society, while your birth was unknown^ 
and your fortune limited — Yet—as things have 
turned oi;it — ^had her Ladyship entertained a 
reciprocal preference, why — 
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** In your kind z^al to place me on good 
terms with myself/' said Edmund, mournfully, 
" you are becoming a sophisti Jackson! 
What had my sense of duty to do with 
events which I did not, could not foresee V 

There was a sort of admission, that Mr. 
Jackson had l>een right, in ascribing Edmund's 
wretchedness to his disappointment, about 
Lady Susan; but nothing more was said on 
the subject then, or at any other time. 

Fitz-Ullin, without evincing any desire to 
enjoy his new found rank and fortune, joined 
his ship immediately. He seemed to seek 
escape, from the mental exertion of considering 
whither he should fly, by thus subjecting 
himself to the necessity of going wherever, 
and doing whatever, the service should require 
of him. Among the particulars, respecting 
the discovery of our hero's birth, which the late 
circumstances brought to light, it appeared that 
hia nurse, who, when she wrote to Mrs. 
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Montgomery, thought herself dying, not only 
recovered and repented of her repentance, 
but married again, a man who would have 
made a market of the secret) had Ormond been 
without principle. ^ This man was among the 
persons^ who made the o&rs already men- 
tioned. He undertook that his wife, the 
nurse, should not be forthcoming; or, that were 
she obliged to come forward, she should, on 
cross-examination, purposely so contradict 
herself, as to invalidate her evidence. 

It was, therefore, of his own free will, that 
poor Ormond had resigned at once, the rank, 
the wealth, and the home, in which he had 
from infancy lived, believing them bis birth- 
right. His twin sister, who was in courtesy 
called Miss Ormond, had received a very 
superior education, to fit her for the situation 
of governess. 

It is a remarkable circumstance, that, in 
point of fact, the actual fund which had sup* 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



FIRftt LOVE. 183 

plied an education, so fatal in its consequences, 
was the wages of sin; the very remuneration 
bestowed by the munificent Earl, on the de- 
pendant he had seduced. Thus, as by a re- 
markable retribution, this command of money 
in the hands of the guilty mother, became the 
means of blighting the young hearts of both 
her ill-fated children^ and bringing her own 
grey hairs with shame and sorrow to the 
grave. 

The poor young woman had been settled 
for some years, in the capacity of governess, in 
a highly respectable private family, at the 
time that the marriage between Ormond and 
her was attempted ; which was one of the rea- 
sons why the wretched mother was not aware 
how far matters had gone, till almost the last 
moment. 
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CHAPTER XVin. 

" The Monarch takes his dazzling seat. 
Nobles 
Flock, to offer willing homage." 

The presentation of the sisters took place, 
and threw open, at once, the floodgates of 
dissipation: while 'the London season, at its 
height, offered all its fascinating varieties. But, 
to Julia, every day appeared the same. The 
only impression she seemed capable of receiv- 
ing, from the ever changing scenes in which 
she was engaged, was, from all, a sense of 
weariness. The newspapers alone, had power 
to interest her; except, that she derived a 
melancholy pleasure from listening to the 
praises, by Lady Oswald, of Edmund's gene- 
rous kindness to herself^ and to her son 
Arthur, now our hero's cousin. 
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To Frances, on the contrary, all was novelty 
and brilliancy. She never felt so mnch inclined 
to be quite happy; and would have been so, 
but for h^ sympaithy with her sister. She 
little thought that what so much exhilarated 
her spirits, was but the first approach of that 
desperate malady^ First Love, which, in its more 
advanced stage, caused the fixed melancholy 
of Julia. Frances found a most agreeable 
variety, in the mode of passing her time. Mr. 
Beaumont, for instance, could not venture 
to call every time; so that the days he did 
call, were distinguished by that memorable 
event; and the days he did not, by his driving 
past under the windows, fifty or an hundred 
times in his curricle. Or, they met in the 
park; or, danced together at one or more of 
the gay engagements of the evening ; or, he 
found his way into Lord L.'s box at the opera, 
or, &c., &c., &c. 

Beaumont, whose hopes received so much 
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support from his yanity, on the very first 
eveniDg, found that prop fail him, as his 
feelings became more seriously interested ; and 
doubts and fears accumulated, as the Talue of 
the wished-for object, increased in his esti^ 
mation* 

We pass some splendid alliances, which, it 
was evident, would have been offered to Julia, 
but for the decided discouragement shown 
by her to all. Lord L. too, conscious that 
rank and beauty isuch as Julia's, when ac- 
companied by immense fortune, possessed claims 
that might, at any time, secure a suitable 
establishment, determined not to press upon 
her any choice, she did not freely make. 
Indeed, his answers to such as requested his 
permission to address his daughter, were to 
that effect. 

We believe that, added to the above reason, 
Lord L. had still a lingering wish,* of which 
he was perhaps unconscious, and for which 
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he would possibly have found it difficult to 
account satisfactorily. We mean, a wish to 
see Julia united to Fitz-Ullin ; to whom he had 
taken an almost unreasonable fancy; con* 
sidering how little he had seen of him» 

As to Frances, Beaumont's declared atten- 
tions to her, and her pleased acceptance of 
them, kept all others at a distance. 

At length the London scene closed, > and the 
family party returned to Lodore-House^ to 
celebrate the birth-day, which, by making the 
sisters of age, placed their being heiresses to 
Lord L.'s extensive estates, beyond contin- 
gency ; for, even in the event of their father 
marrying ^ again, his whole property was en- 
tailed on the children of his first marriage; 
in failure of a son to go, at his death, to such 
daughter or daughters, as should Uve to be of 
age, and their heirs for ever. Lord L. had 
been too much in love when he married, to 
contemplate the possibility of losing his 
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beautafiil young wife, and wishing to marry 
again. His Lordship's lawyers, indeed, at- 
tempted to hint something of the kind; but, 
with a countenance of horror, the young lover 
had refused to listen to such cold-hearted 
suggestions. 

Such anniversaries as the present, Mrs. 
Montgomery always wished to have kept under 
her own roof, where the actual event had 
taken place. 

Henry had preceded Lord L. and his 
daughters into Cumberland; for, either acci- 
dentally or purposely, he had been too late for 
the sailing of the Euphrasia. 
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CHAPTER XDC. 

" The sun had set in rich magnificence : 

The west was a region of golden light, 

Inscrutahle in lustre, involving 

The imagination in its ocean 

Of effulgence: while from its distant shores 

Of miraculous brightness, came floating, 

On mid air, light fleeces of gold. Slowly 

The silent moments stole a chill o'er this 

Enchantment, the bright wand'rers disappeared; 

The western paradise closed her gates ; 

And gray twilight^ sat on the mountain side/' 

The morning after the festival given for the 
birth-day, Mrs. Montgomery, partly from having 
taken cold, and partly from fatigue, felt far 
from well, and consequently remained in bed 
the entire of the day. Julia sat with her 
grandmother all the morning. After dinner, 
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Frsncefl relieved guard, and begged of her 
sister, as the erening was fine, to take a litde 
walk. 

Lord L. was dining with Lord Borrbwdale, 
Henry had quitted Lodore-House that morning, 
saying, that he was setting out to join the Eu- 
phrasia, which, it appeared by the papers, was^ 
shortly expected in the Sound. 

Julia, therefore, walked out quite alone, she di- 
rected her steps towards the desolate vale, where 
her mother had first found poor Edmund. She 
seated herself. Her eyes rested on the western 
hill. It was topped by a few scattered trees, the 
grouping and even the ramifications of which, 
were accurately traced out by the bright glow 
of the heavens behind them* The eastern side 
of the slope was in shadow, and the woods that 
clothed it hung to the very waters' edge, while 
the lake at its foot, reflecting the crimson clouds 
above, appeared a sheet of fire. The dazzle 
of the sun's immediate presence being removed, 
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(for he had just dropped behind the hiD^) the 
relieved eye could now view with delighted 
leisure^ all the beauty^ magnificence^ and infi- 
nite variety of the scene^ wherein, each moment, 
changes were wrought, imperceptible in their 
approaches, but in' their efiects, picturesque 
and splendid, as the most vivid descriptions of 
enchantment. 

Amid the clouds, cloud-formed castles tur^ 
reted with gold, and temples, sustained by 
pillars which seemed of fire^ arose, spread, 
united, brightened, divided, and sunk again. 
Imagination could fancy them dissolving in the 
intensity of their own lustre. Where these 
had been, mimic vessels now appeared, of fleecy 
whiteness, sailing on the liquid gold. These 
melted next, and waves of clouds, rolling them- 
selves together heap on heap, rose to mountains 
ranged across the west, and shutting out almost 
all its glories. Yet on their purple summits, 
ihere seemed to linger floating forms, still of 
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vivid hues, though each moment losing some- 
thing of their brightness, till, gradually, they 
became of a sombre grey, as, one by one, they 
clothed themselves in mist, and, blending with 
the deepening shadows, disappeared. The 
upper sky, however, was still streaked with 
alternate grey and gold, which the face of the 
water, faithfully as a mirror, reflected. The 
real mountains which surrounded the lake, and 
the Uttle islands which lay slumbering on its 
surface, had become masses of an almost jetty 
black, and there was little light remaining any 
where, when a solitary row-boat put off from 
the opposite shore. As it crossed one of the 
illumined paths, which reflected from the sky 
still appeared on the water, the working of its 
oars was, for the moment, visible, together with 
the strongly defined form of one who, with 
folded arms, stood erect at its bow. Julia cer- 
tainly saw, for the moment described, as we 
see with the mind's eye what crosses us in 
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thought, the boat, and the figure, for the 
appearance they made at the time afterwards 
floated on her memory. Yet she remained mo- 
tionless. 



VOL. III. 
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CHAPTER XX. 



** Whither art thou gone, &ir spirit ? In what cave 
Of the rock shall I find thee V* 



It became dark^ the usual hour for tea at 
Lodore-house approached. The drawing-room 
was lit for the purpose, the tea equipage 
placed, and, finally, the steaming urn brought 
in. Still there was no person in the room. 

At length Frances entered. She looked 
round with some surprise.. She approached 
the table, and touched lightly, with her taper 
finger, the side of the tea-pot. Finding it cold, 
she wondered that Julia had not made tea. 
She rang the bell, and desired that Lady Julia 
might be called. Alice was sent to Julia*s 
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room. JuUa was not there^ but three notes 
were founds conspicuously placed^ on her dress- 
ing table, one directed to her father, one to 
her grandmother, and one to her sister. They 
were all couched in gentle and affectionate terms. 
The attachment which had induced her to the 
present step, she said, had long subsisted. She 
had only waited to be of age. They should bear 
from her shortly, she added, when she should 
give them an address, by which she should 
get their letters, without their knowing where 
to find her ; for that she meant to remain in 
concealment, till they had all pronounced her 
free pardon, were it for years ! 

This discovery produced the greatest con- 
sternation. What was to be done ? — ^As a first 
step. Lord L. was sent for. 



ic » 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

" He crosses the beam on the wave." 
''The night 
Comes ndUng down, the free of ocean fails, 
Cromla is dark, with all its silent woods." 

Wfi left Julia seated on the shore of the lake. 
She had certamly seen, for one short moment, 
the boat with the figure standing in it, but had, 
it would seem, lost again the consciousness of 
what she had seen, in the deep reverie of her 
own thoughts. 

She remained on the same spot, though the 
darkness thickened around her, till there was 
scarce a ray of eren twilight left. 

She was at length aroused, by hearing near 
her the splash of oars. Looking towards the 
soimd, she could just discern close to the 
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shore, a boat, its dark dimensions made vi- 
sible by the comparative light of the water's 
surface ; while, at the same instant, the figure 
of a man, in a great cloak, which spread 
abroad like immense black wis^s, alit beside 
her, as if from the air. The effect was pro- 
duced by the flying leap of one who, from the 
boat, by aid of a long pole, flung himself to 
land. 

The next moment, Julia found herself lifted 
into the boat, and the next, the pole had forced 
the keel off the gravelly beach, and the oars 
were plying with an eagerness which defeated 
the intended purpose, for they rather glanced 
upon, than laid hoM of the water, till a voice 
of thunder, with a sort of explosion, cursed 
the awkwardness of the mwers,. and the plunges 
became heavier and mc^e regular. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

'' But little the quiet to any ear, 
. Of that night, or the sleep, to any eye." 

Lord L. now arrived at Lodore-house. The 
dreadful intelligence was given, the notes 
shewn. He was stunned, it was entirely in« 
credible. He roused himself and was* in- 
censed. 

There coidd be no doubt that it was with 
Henry she had eloped, notwithstanding all her 
declarations of indifference towards him. These, 
it was now evident, had only been made to 
throw^ her friends off their guard, and g^n 
time, till, by being of age, she was enabled to 
act in defiance of her father, without forfeiting 
her property. 
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While calling for his horses, he made some 
breathless inquiries among the servants. 

No one had seen Lady Julia come in, since 
she had walked out immediately after dinner. 
Alice had attended on that occasion with her 
walking things. She declared that the notes 
were not on the table, when her young Lady 
went out, and that the drawers which were now 
open and empty were then shut; and that the 
jewel-box, which, was now gone, was then in 
one of the drawers, which she had opened to 
take out a pair of gloves, and afterwards locked 
again. It would thence appear, that Julia, or 
some one entrusted by her with her keys, must 
have returned privately, previous to her final 
departure, and taken away such of her clothes, 
trinkets^ &c., as she wished to carry with her. 

Lord L. was now on horseback. Also Mr. 
Jackson, who, as usual on all emergencies, had 
been summoned. 
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CHAPTER XXUL 

'< Within the caye of yonder hilL" 
''Monsters, 
Cumbrous as moving fortresses, draw near." 

Thb boat which had borne Julia from the vak 
of Borrowdale> now neared a very wild part of 
the further shore* One of ihe rowers grap« 
pling the bank with a boat-hook, the boat M 
alongside the rocks. The person who seemed 
to command the others stood up, shook the 
immense folds of his cloak, Hfted Julia to land^ 
and holding her trembUng arm fimdy within 
hisi hurried her up the rugged coast. They 
were soon in a narrow valley, resembling the 
chasm which it may be supposed the rending 
in twain of a mountain might form. The 
stranger whistled, and was answered by a si* 
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inilar sound, which seemed to proceed from 
^thin that portion of the monntaini which, its 
rough and shaggy &ce studded with jutting 
rocks, and hung with underwood, rising 
ahnost perpendicularly on their left. 

On tummg round one of the most consider- 
able of those projections, a stream of light 
crossed the path a little way before them, 
though the source whence it came was not 
yet visible. They continued to approach' 
the spot; and now a clanking of chains was 
heard, soon after which, they arrived at 
the entrance of a cavern, the interior of which 
was strongly illuminated by a large faggot fire. 
. Here a most extraordiiiary apparition pre- 
sented itself. It was in the act of coming 
forward from a distant part of the cave. On 
reaching about its centre, it halted. It either 
was, or from the lowness of the roof and 
strangeness of the light, it appeared to be, of 
gigantic stature; the very shadow which it 
k3 
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cast traversed on the floor^ and rose over the 
arched side, dilating and contracting as the 
blazes ' of the faggots moved ; and throwing 
all behind it into the deepest gloom. 

The appearance we are describing, did not 
owe its whole bulk to one object; but whether 
what seemed to be the principal being of the 
composite monster, was male or female, mortal 
or devil, . it was not very easy to determine. It 
was seated upright, and in masculine fashion, 
on the back of a creature little removed from 
the living skeleton of a horse. It wore, what 
seemed to have been intended, more in 
mockery than in modesty, for a petticoat; 
which piece of feminine attire being, by the 
mode of sitting adopted by the rider, rendered 
of little avail, a considerable portion of sooty 
coloured but jSeshy Umbs were visible; while 
arms of a like description were planted, what 
is vulgarly termed a-kimbo. The countenance 
also partaking of the Ethiop's hue, the black* 
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ened eyelids gave an additional glare to the 
impudent glee of the eye, and the sooty lips, 
spread by a grin indicative of coarse mirth, 
displayed teeth, to which contrast gave a daz- 
zling whiteness ; yet which served but to light 
up a thick-lipped mouth, the expression of 
which inspired a feeling of disgust it is im- 
possible to define. The rest of the features, 
had a dauntless bearing, a certain fearless- 
ness superadded to their shamelessness. This 
latter characteristic, indeed, pervaded the 
whole air of a figure, which was crowned by a 
mis-shapen and much abused man's bat, worn 
on one side of the head. It happened to be 
that which was in shadow, while the brow on 
the side next to the burning faggots, the cheek 
on the same side, the chin, the swell also of 
the limbs, the folds of the petticoat ; all, in 
short, which rounded or protruded, was so 
curiously bronzed by the golden glare of the 
fire-light, that the whole apparition had much 
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the effect of a great eqaestiian metal Cast) 
magically gifted with life ; for the horse too, if 
horse it might he called, partook of the partial 
illumination^ 

The animal was large boned and stood 
high, whibt its heavy head hanging to its 
shrunken neck, nearly touched the ponderous 
hoof of the advanced fore-foot. It was bluid 
of one eye, and dim from behind a filmy mist, 
gleamed the spark of life which still remained 
in the other. Its shoulders were galled, its 
knees broken, and its gaunt and extraordinary 
appearance completed by the uncommon 
accoutrement of weighty iron chains, which 
hung trailing on the ground on either side. 

The thus unenviably mounted rider had 
paused, as has been already noticed, in the centre 
of the cave, when our heroine impelled by her 
conductor presented themselves at its mouths 
On their entering, a loud coarse laugh echoed 
round the vault, which through all its hoarse* 
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ttess and discordance, had just enough of the 
tones of a female voice, to insult every associa- 
tion on the subject' of woman's loveliness. 
Our equestrian, towards whom we fear we 
must in future use a feminine pronoun, kicked 
the creature on which she was mounted, with 
both the heels of her iron-shod wooden shoes. 
This appeared to be a signal well understood 
between the parties ; for the wretched animal 
immediately conmienced its operations by lift- 
ing one of its heavy hinder feet, placing it on 
the shaggy fetlock of one of the fore ones, and 
stumbling. 

" Dang thee, thoo deevil V^ she exclaimed, 
pulling him up by a bridle of rope, which 
served, on occasion, the double purpose of 
whip, never being required but about the neck 
and shoulders, the above noticed method with 
the heels, serving to enliven the hinder parts. 

In a voice of thunder, the ruffian, who still 
held Julia's arm fast within the folds of his 
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cloaky uttered the monosyllable, " Stop !" He 
was obeyed, and now received from the hands 
of his mounted assistant, a parcel, containing 
a bonnet and cloak of the commonest .descrip- 
tion. These he commanded Julia to put on; 
and roughly assisting in removing those she 
had worn for her evening walk, he flung them 
into the fire, where they were quickly con- 
sumed. 

During the moment that intervened between 
the taking off one muffle, and the close wrap- 
ping of her form in the other, a painter might 
have found a striking subject in the uncon- 
geniality with the surrounding scene, and con- 
trast with the fierce and coarse actors in it, 
of Julia's entire appearance. The youthful 
grace of her figure, simply but elegantly 
dressed, in that most becoming of all cos- 
tumes — a summer evening home half-dress of 
soft white muslin; while the noble as well as 
lovely countenance, the fair throat, the beau- 
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tiful hair, were also (by the temporary removal 
of the bonnet as well as cloak) fully displayed. 
Another moment^ and our heroine's coarse 
disguise had converted the gentle vision into 
the similitude of a market-woman^ or farmer's 
servant. Her terrific waiting-man^ who had 
stood in the stead of waiting-maid^ on the 
completion of her metamorphosis^ lifted her 
from the ground^ and placed her on the shoul- 
ders of the horse^ where, immediately, the 
rough sooty arm of the rider, with the 
muscles of a blacksmith, and the flesh of a 
woman, was wrapped tightly round her 
waist. 

MeanwhUie the two fellows who had rowed 
the boat entered. The glare of light which 
now fell on their faces and figures, shewed 
them to be of the same tribe of savages to 
which belonged the woman already described. 
The chief distinction was, that they wore not 
the sole female attribute displayed by her. 
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the petticoat. The coverii^ substitated by 
them oonBistfaig of a scanty species of soot- 
cobured 'shirt and drawers, kathem aprons^ 
and a quantity of jet black dust^ Their sinewy 
arms were bare, the shirt-sleeve being pushed 
up to the shoulder, while the front part of the 
same garment hung loosely open down to the 
girdle, exhibiting an abundant growth of such 
covering as nature sometimes bestows on bipeds 
of this description, in common with the four* 
£M>ted race. Beards of unchecked luxuriance 
covered their chins and upper lips^ bushy 
whiskers met the beards, and the long, wild, 
disorderly hair of the heads, crowning all, 
left little that could be called face. That 
little was either black or blackened, and gave 
to the eyes, as they reflected back the fire*^ 
light, something of the appearance already 
remarked in those of the female : in point of 
expression, however, theirs, instead of the 
gleeful leer of unshrinking impudence which 
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characterized her's, had the quick pursuing 
flash of ferocity. 

" All right ?" demanded the mysterious 
stranger, as they appeared. "Awe right 1" 
they replied, and passed on, till their figures 
were lost in the darkness which veUed the 
distant part of the cave. From thence a 
clanking of chains was soon heard, and shortly 
after the savage forms re-appeared; but now 
mounted on animals so like the one already 
described, that an enumeration of their points 
would be unnecessary. One of the fellows 
also led a horse of a rather better descrip- 
tion, which the commander of the party took 
from him, and mounted. The cavalcade now 
quitted the cavern. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

" Wherefore comest thou, lovely maid, I said, 
Over rocks, over mountains, why art thou 
On the desert hill, why on the heath alone ?*' 

Julia and her conductors proceeded at a 
quicker pace than the first appearance of their 
horses promised. Their way lay over a ridge 
of mountains; both the ascent and descent 
were rugged and dangerous in the extreme^ 
and occupied some hours. At length Julia 
became sensible that they were crossing a wide 
common. 

She looked anxiously round for some human 
habitation, but could discover nothing indica- 
tive of cultivation or of life, except that almost 
at the verge of the horizon, as well as at a 
considerable distance from each other, she 
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descried three great fires, close to each of 
which arose a single rpu^d tower, with a large 
inound heside it« Gradually, the party seemed 
to he approaching nearer and nearer to one 
of these towers. Julia could at length dis* 
tinguish dark figures, moving between her 
sight and the light of the fire, which light had 
from the first rendered the tower a conspicuous 
object. She felt a slight sensation of hope 
revive within her, but determined to make no 
attempt to call for assistance, till certain that 
she was. near enough to be heard, lest her 
cries should be forcibly stifled as they had been 
at first. They now arrived close to th6 
tower and fire. Figures (but alas! too like 
those in whose hands she already was^) 
moved on the top of the mound, around a 
circle which yet none seemed to enter. Slight 
as was the hope which the sight of such beings 
could inspire, Julia now cried for help. The 
figures on the mound immediately whirled their 
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caps in the air, huzned, and as the wiU sound 
died away, broke into Inutal laughter. 

Julia became instaady silent as death. Her 
principal conductor dismounting, lifted her 
from the horse, and taking a fim grasp of 
her arm, dragged her up the mound. It 
seemed formed of some loose material, which 
gave way under her feet, and brought her to 
her knees more than once. 

Arrived at the top, Jidia perceived tiiat she 
stood on the edge of a circular opening or pit, 
which, from the dark vacuum Ihat met the eye, 
appeared bottomless. She dirunk back, and 
dung, as if for protection, even to the mflSan 
who had led her to its verge. 

At this moment, a huge dark object passed 
through the air over their heads with a 
swinging motion, and then descended over 
the mouth of the pit It was a black formless 
machine, hollow within, and suspended from 
above by chains. The stranger lifled Julia 
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from her feetp placed her m it» then stepped in 
himseli^ and it instantly began to descend. 
He stood firmly and still held her arm, Aat, 
as she too was obliged to stand, A^ mij^t not 
by the motion lose her balance. With an 
inyoluirtary impulse of terr<», she looked over 
the side of the machine ; all below was dark- 
ness. With a despairing gaaee dbe raised her 
eyes, and fixed them on the round aperture 
aboTe. It appeared to Jessie every moment, 
while the voices of those they had left on the 
brink grew fsunter and fiunter. They con** 
tinned descending, and at lengdiy a confissed 
hum arose from below. They descended stiB, 
and gradually, the mingled din increased boA 
in loudness and distinctness, till the dsoxkii^ 
of chains and strokes <^ hammers could be 
distinguished, tiivough shrieks, yelb, and 
coarse wild laughter. 

Still they descended, and now, in his usual 
voice of thunder, Julia's companion uttered 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

<' More fire than lustre had hk eye, his form 

Less grace than grandeur." 

** Why am I* summoned here, to mix with thine 

My secret words, within the horrid cave 

OfMoma?" 

Near one of the entrances to haven, the 

chinmeys and slating of a miserable looking 
row of houses, appear quite at the feet of the 
traveller; consequently, on a level with tibe 
road which runs along the brow of the hiD, in 
the side of which the backs of the houses are 
sunk, while their faces front the valley. 

About an hour after the conclusion of the 
events related in our last chapter, but still 
before day*break, a horseman approached at 
a rapid pace along the road just described. 
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He turned the animal suddenly down a narrow 
rugged abrupt descent, which brought him 
immediately in front of the said row of houses. 
The rider stopped, and, loosing his foot 
from &e stirmp at the side nearest the nuser- 
able dwelling, dose to which his horse now 
stood, kicked the door. It opened, and a 
figure appeared, the outlines of which^ as 
shewn by the light from bdiind, were easily to 
be recognised, as those of the female equestrian. 
From the length of time, however, which has 
elapsed, it may not be quite so easy to trace in 
her that bold strolling thief and beggar, whom 
we have seen in the very first chapter of this 
history, treat poor Edmund so cruelly. Yet 
she is the same individual. By origin she was, 
what in Cumberland is called, a bottom lass ; 
the most opprobrious of terms, meaning one of 
those creatures, found to swarm in that region 
of darkness, denominated, in the country of 
which we speak, ^*the bottom." Creatures 
VOL. in. L 
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who, if they can claim a mother for the first 
few weeks after their birth, rarely can 
a father. 

We are not aware that the profligate being 
whose history we are thus tracing back, was 
ever christened; yet, in some way or other, 
she had obtained the appellation of Jin of the 
Gins. 

Jin, notwithstanding her lack of noble birth, 
happened to possess, in extreme youth, some 
natural beauty ; and by that circumstance was 
promoted, at the early ag;e of seventeen, to the 
rank of nominal wife to a travelling tinker. 
With him, for a few years, she travelled, 
begged, pilfered, and drank. 

During this period it was that Edmund had, 
for the sake of his fine clothes, become her 
prey. Shortly after having abandoned him, 
she was caught in the act of achieving a more 
than usually daring robbery, for which she 
must have been hung, had she not escaped 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



'^FIRST LOVK. 219 

from the magistrates before she could be com- 
mitted to the county jail. On this occasion she 
returned, at about three and twenty, to her old 
asylum, the bottom ; where, shrouded in coal- 
dust and darkness, she has, up to the present 
period, which brings her to about the age of 
three or four and forty, laboured at bottom- 
work in the bowels of the earth, and often 
beneath the bed of the ocean, amid hundreds 
of her own description. 

To account for the equestrian prowess of 
Jin of the Grins, we must here remark, that 

near to ^haven, and not far from the row 

of houses just described, there is a broad 
covered way, leading down to the works by a 
descent so gradual, that horses, cars, and even 
waggons can enter by it ; while daily may be 
seen emerging from it troops of colliers, 
mounted on such animals as in a late chapter 
we have described, accoutred too with chains 
which, like the traces of a just-loosed carriage* 
l2 
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honei trail on either tide, ready to book to 
carsi waggons, &c. 

But to return to the scene which was just 
commencing. The rider, in answer to whose 
summons we left Jin in the act of opening iiie 
door, on the threshold of which she now stood, 
accosted her thus, ^* Well, Jin of the Gins, 
how is it with you V* 

*^ Nane the bether for yeer axin," she retorted. 

*^l& Sir Sydney come?*' continued the 
querist. 

'^ Corned r she repeated, ^'Aye, and maire 
nor him.'* 

Our traveller threw his bridle to the gentle 
groom, whistled, advanced a foot over the 
threshold, and paused jxt the act, till he heSEird 
an answering whistle from within. He then 
proceeded, and entering a miserably small 
earthen-floored apartment, on the side of the 
passage, stood before Julia's late conductor. 
This mysterious personage was still wrapped in 
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his boat doak. He. sat leaning on a little 
rickety round table, whereon was placed a 
lantern which suffered but little of the light it 
contained to escapct having, in place of glass, 
sides of rusty tin, perforated with snudl holes 
like those of a colander. 

'^You have secured her, then?** said the 
traveller, as he entered, 

*' Where is Idord L. ?" inquired the stranger, 
without rising or noticiog the question put to 
him. 

'^ Pursuing on a wrong track," replied the 
traveller. 

''Have you brought the title-deeds 2** d^ 
manded the stranger, in a tone that few would 
have liked to have answered with a negative. 
The traveller unbuttoned hb great coat and 
took off his hat It was Henry! 

*^I have," he rej^ied, after a moment of 
hesitation, and slowly undoing a button or two 
of the inner coat. 
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'* Give them to mej then !*' said the stranger 
fiercely. 

Henry drew a parcel of parchments half: 
ivay firom his breast, then paused. 

<< What do you hesitate about, Suf?" said 
the stranger. 

*^ I do not mean,** commenced Henry, ^' to 
sell the Craigs at present." 

'' What of that?" said the stranger. 

^^ You shall have the half of the rents/' con- 
tinued Henry, in an expostulating tone, " and 
when, at Lord L.^s death, she inherits, her 
proportion of his estates, then the Scotch 
acres may go to the hammer, and you shall 
haye the whole of the money they bring." 

The stranger, while with his eyes fixed on 
the face of the speaker, he listened, had been 
slowly extracting a brace of pistols from his 
pockets, and laying them on the table. 

"And pray what security have I for all this 
unless the title-deeds are in my own posses* 
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sion?" he demanded scornfully, and with 
affected coohiess. Then, with a sudden yell 
of rage, resembling the neigh of a wild horse* 
and grinning in a terrific manner, he vocife- 
rated, ^^ Lay down the parchments, Sir !" 
strikmg the table as he spoke so violently with 
his clenched hand, that the lantern spun round 
like a child's top; and one of the pistols 
leaping to the ground, went off. 

Henry took the packet from his breast, and 
laid it down in silence. 

The stranger drew it towards him, unfolded 
it, and corrected its tendency to relapse into 
its former folds, by laying his pistols on either 
margin, picking up for the purpose the one 
which had fallen. He then proceeded to open 
the door of the lantern, whence poured a 
powerful but partial light on the writings, 
and on his own countenance, as he bent over 
jthem in the act of examining their contents. 
A fur travelling cap, with a band tight to the 
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forefaeadj displayed, iiillyi features of terrific 
strength^ and which, at the same time, pre* 
sented a horrible sort of caricature of manly 
beauty, distorted abnost to wildness by the 
habitual eicaggeration of every desperate feel-* 
ing. The scrutiny of the documents occupied 
some time, during the whole of which Henry 
stood, and was silent. The stranger haying 
completed his task, refolded the parchments, 
and placed them in his breast; then, closing 
the lantern, and restoring thus the scene of 
conference to its former state of twilight, he 
re-charged the pistol, which had gone off 
in its fall, placing it with its companion in 
his pockets, and while doing so, said in a 
somewhat pacified tone : '^ These deeds will 
not enable me to sell the estate with* 
out your concurrence; though, their being 
in my hands, will secure me against your 
doing so without mine. I shall be per- 
fectly satisfied, at present, with half the 
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rents; but» thftt I may have no doubl or 
difficulty in receiving the said moiety, you 
musti 98 BQotk as the marriage shall be 
proved — r." 

''Have you prociared witnesses?'' intexv 
rioted Henry. 

** I have : they are to meet us at — — ." 

*' Will they swear darect, that the ceremony 
was performed without unwillingness on her 
party pr compulsion on ours 2" 

« Certahily ! What else are they paid for ?" 

'' And that will be sufficient 2" 

** Together with the certificate of the cler- 
gyman and clerk/' 

^' The clergyman is my old chum-— of 
courser said Henry. "Re would, I know, 
have no scruples, were she gagged and hand- 
cuied at the altar r 

*'Of course not,** replied the stranger. 
*• But, to return to my subject: As soon as 
the marriage shall have been proved, so as 
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to entitle you to a legal controul > o^er the 
property, you must employ a proper agent, 
give him sufficient powers and directions, to 
one-half of each year's rent to an address 
through which I can receive it without refer- 
ence to you, and the other half to an address 
by which you can receive it, without making 
your actual residence known (that is, should 
concealment long continue necessary). Have 
you any hope of reconciling Julia herself?'' 

**Not the slightest!" returned Henry. 
" When, indeed, she has been my wife," he 
continued, ^' long enough to be, perhaps, a 
mother, she may not choose the publicity of 
a trial. Indeed, by that time, neither my 
aunt, nor even Lord L. himself, could wish, 
I should think, to go to extremities with so 
near a relation: even were the whole truth 
to come oiLt. In short, it could answer no 
desirable purpose ! Lord L. must know that 
lus daughter would be more respectable in 
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the eyes of the world as my wife, and sup- 
posed to he willingly so, than by seeking any 
redress the law could then give her, were it 
even possible to procure fiill evidence that 
the marriage was compulsory, which I expect 
we shall render impossible : so that I have no 
fears on that score. The three notes this 
evening (for I left my fellow behind on pretext 
of bringing my luggage) passed examination. 
I shall, therefore, have no difficulty, while 
abroad, in keeping up a regular correspondence 
in her name with all her friends. In short, 
when the numberless circumstances, however 
trivial in themselves, which I have now for so 
long caused to bear on the one point, receive this 
last crowning evidence, there will not remain 
the shadow of a doubt on the mind of any 
one, that Julia has only waited to be of age 
to elope with me. I expect, inr fact, that the 
conviction on the mind of every one will be 
80 strong, that they wiU not think it necessary 
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to exanSne into anything; and tkat <»tt6-haSr 
<he t^recautidlia i^ liave tafeati irffl l^rote quite 
unnecessary. It is toot at ail utdikeljry too, tliat 
after a time she may, for the sake of being 
permitted to return to this country, and reside 
near her friends, consent to dedare, per- 
sonally, I miean, to her own fan^, that she 
married me willingly ; in which case^ we coold 
take up our residence at the Craigs.'* 

" In short," continued Henry, ** once she b 
in my power, I can compel her to do any 
thing ! How is she to help herself Fd be glad 
to know?'* 

'^ Fitz-UIHn is expected in the Sound, I find,'* 
said the stranger, ^^ what a confounded un* 
timely blow that old beldam's confession was! 
By the bye, I shall expect to be repaid the 
sums I have been obliged to give Jin of the 
Gins, to keep her silent till after your mar* 
riage ; and now that she has been forestalled, 
(which was always what she feared,) and can 
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kiever get any tiling fron eitfier party, her 
demanck for oompensaikion wiU be exorbitant. 
Those, however, yon mtiat satisfy, now that 
you will have fiinds." 

^' How long IB it now/' said Henry, " since 
she first consulted you on die possilnlity of 
nuikkig a market of her seoret, without getting 
hanged." 

** A few weeks," replied the stranger, " pre- 
vious to that cursed masquerade at Arandale, 
when I wrote to you on the subject of the ad- 
mission ticket." 

** That then' was the first intimation you 

had," said Henry, musing. *' Had it not been," 

he added, after a short sBence,*' for the fi>r- 

tonate chance of Ormond shooting himself, all 

^ must certafaily have been lost." 

^' There was too much left to chance in that 
business,'' retorted the stranger. '' That night 
At Arandale should have rid us of all anxiety 
on the i^ubject I ought to have answered his 
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first question by blowing out bis brains ! And 
that, before I palsied my arm with that cursed 
fencing! Never, certainly, were there time 
and place so well calculated for committing an 
act of the kind with perfect impunity. Since 
then, it has neyer been possible to get near 
him, with any thing like a chance of escape. 
I deserved, however, to fiiil for using such 
pitiful half measures^ where so much was at 
stake.** 

' ** I never thought hb removal so very neces- 
sary/' observed Henry. 

« Fool I" replied the stranger, « How, if the 
public disclosures had been made? When 
can you come to ?" he added. 

"I must first,*' replied Henry, "join the 
Euphrasia, to avoid, in case of failure, any 
thing like proof against me. It is impossible 
for her to have the most remote guess who you 
are, ao that wer^ she even to escape, while she 
had not yet seen me, all would still be safe I 
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In short, we had bett^ not meet even for a 
moment, till we meet at the altar." 

The stranger paused, as if considering the 
subject ; then, standing up, said, '' True ! you 
set out immediately." 

Henry replied in the affirmatiye; and thus 
they parted. 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 

** The semblance spoke ; but how fiunt was the voice, 
Like the breese in the reeds of the pool */' 

Whbn Julia began to recover sensation, she 
found herself in a reclining position, vhile 
the object on which her eyes first opened, 
appeared to her bewildered imagination, to 
be the mast of the boat in which she bad 
so lately sat. And, indeed, the wreck of 
what had once been a bed, on which she 
now lay, having neither curtains nor top, the 
one naked foot-post which remained standing 
was not very unlike the single mast of a 
small boat. The apartment was without 
other furniture. The ceiling, or rather roo& 
ing, consisted of the inside of the slating, 
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which descending obliquely from the oppo- 
site wall, passed close oyer Julia's face, and 
met the floor just behind her head. In the 
centre of the floor, which was laden with 
straw and dust, was an open trap door with 
the head of a ladder appearing a foot or two 
above it, while on one comer or shaft of 
the said head of the ladder, hung a lantern, 
the only source of light the apartment could 
boast. 

The first sounds that blended themselves 
with the returning perceptions of our heroine, 
were those of a soft, and she thought, well , 
known voice, repeating in a tone, the most 
heart-broken^ •' Poor child ! poor child !" She 
withdrew her eyes from the contemplation of 
the bed, and thought she beheld Mrs. 
Montgomery leaning over her. But when her 
ideas and her sense of sight both became a 
little clearer, she perceived that the figure she 
ihuH beheld, was not only that of a stranger, 
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but of a being which, now that it ceased to 
move, scarcely seemed to Kve, the shadow only 
of a human fonn. Yet did the countenance 
possess a power over Julia like that of a spell, 
she could not withdraw her gaze from it. The 
hollow cheek, the large prominent eye, with 
hopelessness for its sole expression, the colour- 
less lip, the perfectly white hair, the small and 
still dehcate, while emaciated throat, formed 
a picture, which could not be contemplated 
without extreme pain. 

Julia half raising herself, exclaimed, '' Where 
am I ? where am I ? oh, where am I ?** each time 
with increasing earnestness. Her companion 
was silent. ** Tell me, tell me, where I am I" 
No reply. Again she repeated her inquiries, 
her voice and manner becoming wild with 
anxiety and dread. 

A sudden, loud, and undefinable sound, ac- 
companied by a pistol shot, was heard from 
below. The hitherto motionless form of the 
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silent vision shuddered universally. The faint 

tinge of life which was stealing over the cheek 
of Julia fled. 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 

** The rending of the heart's hut coid 

Was in that sound !" 

** Young, as sprhig's first opening rose hud lovely 

And helf^ess as autumn's Isst; blooming alone 

On a leafless stalk, hent heneath the shower. 

And tremUing in the wintry blast" 

7he Euphrasia, aceording to the expectation 
announced in the papers, arrived in Plymouth 
Sound. She had on board a number of pri- 
soners, taken out of two prizes she had lately 
captured, but which had been so much dis- 
abled, that it had been impossible to prevent 
their going to the bottom. Lady Oswald, 
who had taken up her residence at Stonehouse 
for the purpose of being near a great sea-port, 
and having thus opportunities of sometimes 
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seeing lier son, on understanding that the 
vessel was out in the Sounds but was to sail 
again immediately^ went on board in a shore 
boat. 

Fitz*Ullin had communicated with the 
Admiral, and had received orders (all the 
prison-ships being full) to proceed to Leith, 
and dispose of his prisoners there. 

Lady Oswald had been long wishmg to visit 
Scotland for the purpose of making enquiries 
respecting the properly which she thought 
ought to be her son's. Dread of the expensed 
of the journey, and the want of any friend to 
assist her in an undertaking almost hopeless, 
hi^d hitherto delayed her project. This was, 
therefore, just the thing for her ; she could 
now go to Edinburgh free of expense, and in 
the society of her best friend ; that nephew, 
whose liberality was the sole support both of 
herself and her son. Her son too would thus 
be with her. Such an opportunity was 
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not to be lost! Her wishes were of course 
acceded to by Fitz-Ulliiii and a ship's boat sent 
ashore for her maid^ and such apparel as might 
be necessary for the voyage. In a few hours 
the Euphrasia suled. That night, a little 
before twehe, she fell in with a kind of armed 
smuggler, evidendy bound for the coast of 
France. The smuggler refused to come to, or 
answer signals, and even attempted to make 
sail; a temerity which obliged the frigate to 
fire on a little vessel, that should have sujBfered 
herself to have been captured without making 
any resistance. 

A few carronades, of course, overwhelmed 
the smuggler. Her crew immediately took to 
their boats, which they had lowered down on 
the first alarm. 

As the thunder of the frigate's guns had sub- 
sided, all sound concluded in the last &int 
reverberation of a cry of distress, from appa- 
rently a single female voice, on board the else 
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forsaken vessel. The smuggler was already, 
to all appearance, on fire at one end. Iitz- 
Ullin perceiving this, and hearing or fancying the 
cry, obeyed an involuntary impulse, and leaped 
into one of the boats manning to pursue the 
fugitives, and ordered it alongside the burning 
vessel. 

" They have not boats enough for all,'* he 
said, '' and have left some wretches behind to 
perish.'* The next moment he was on board, 
followed but by a couple of sailors, who were 
bold enough not to be deterred by the volumes 
of portentous smoke. Assisted by these two 
men, he searched the upper deck, calling out 
frequently that there was a boat alongside. 
No one answered, the smuggler seemed wholly 
deserted, and the sailors urged the necessity 
of returning to the boat. Fitz*Ullin bid them 
do so, but not feeling quite satisfied while 
they were getting over the side he ran below. 
To his infinite surprise the door of the cabin 
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was ftat. He forced it. All was darkness, 
though the fire was increauag rapidly at the 
other end of the ship. 

Something that lay on the cabin floor im- 
peded the opening of the door. He stooped, 
and found it to be die body of one, apparently 
lifelessj for there was neither breath nor mo- 
tion. He raised it: from the dress and its 
lightness, it seemed that of a very young lad. 
Life, however, might be but suspended, not 
extinct ; he determined therefore to convey the 
unconscious object of his charitable solicitude, 
into the boat. The fire was fast ap- 
proaching, and the smoke, in consequence, 
becoming suffocating, Fitz-UUin hurried 
on deck, carrying the body with him: 
while cautiously descending to the boat in 
waiting, he fimcied he could feel a scarcely 
perceptible heaving motion, swell the bosom 
of his hitherto lifeless burden, as though it 
were beginnmg to breathe. Arrived in the 
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boat, hie laid the body with great care, partly 
on the bench beside him, supporting the 
shoulders and head across his knees; and, 
intending to chafe the temples, drew off a 
tight cloth cap,, such as cabin boys wear; 
when, a profusion of long hair, which, but for its 
fiumess, had. not .been discernible, so dark was 
the night, fell over bis arm. Almost at the 
same moment, the flames of the burning vessel 
which had hitherto been darting singly through 
volleys of thick smoke^ burst into an universal 
blaze ! and, in its fierce glare, the mild features 
and sparkling hair of Julia, lay displayed before 
the astonished FitZrUUm, her head resting on 
his arm! The news of her having been 
carried off from Lodore had not reached him, 
so that his amaaEement was complete. To say 
he could not speak, would be but imperfectly 
to describe him; he could not. think! if he had 
any idea, it was an undefined one, that he 
either dreamed or was deranged. Julia's eyea 

VOL. HI. |A 
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opened. For a few tnomentey they had no 
speculation in them: she looked sted&sdy in 
his face. Then her features Ut up suddenly, 
with a wildness of joy, of fear, and of confi- 
dencCi so strangely blended, that it was almost 
like insanity. She caught at the hand that 
supported her with both of hers, dung to it, 
and, with the most piteous earnestness of en- 
treaty, cried, «* What is it? What is it.? Oh, 
what is it all?" 

He tried in the gentlest manner, both to calm 
her excessive agftation, and to make her un* 
derstand that she had been just taken out of 
the burning vessel they were now leaving be* 
hind them, pointing towards it, as he spoke. 
She looked at it, first with little visible percep- 
tion of what it meant ; then, covering her eyes 
a moment, she seemed to think ; then^ starting, 
and looking all around, she said, '' But where 
is she? Did she not come out of it too? 
Fitz-Ullin explained to her, that the vessel wi>«> 
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evidently deserted by every one else, when he 
found her locked up in the cabin. " She was in 
the cabin with me !" said Julia, with alarming 
wildness of manner ; then, clasping her hands, 
she cried vehemently, " Come back for her! 
Come back for her! oh, come back!" 

Fitz-Ullin, for reply, pointed again to the 
mass'of devouring flames which floated on the 
water, enlightening its dark surface to a 
considerable distance. Julia involuntarily 
stretched her arms over the side of the boat, 
towards the terrific object, as though she could 
thus assist, and remained fixed in an agony of 
helpless horror, unconscious of her own atti- 
tude, rendered peculiarly conspicuous by the 
powerful light which necessarily fell on her up- 
lifted countenance, and the palms, and pointsr 
of the fingers of her outstretched hands ; whilst 
her figure, in the dark boat-doak in which 
IltaE-UlIin had wrapped it, was lost to view. 

In a few seconds, the condensed body of 
M 2 
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fife, with an exploMan like thanderi parted i» 
ten thonsmd piecesi etcb and «tt, reaemMUig 
so many flainiog tdiche% few upwafda, and 
passiqg each other tbniu|^ the dark atmoa- 
phere in drcSntg arches, deaeended again to 
the surfiM^e of the water« gkamed these half a 
moment, and became extinct Pitchy darkness 
succeeded to the mmatural gjiBxe, whidi had Ik 
np Ae scene bnt a moment befoie, for no 
Tcstige of the conflagration remained. 

Poor Julia fortunately found, for her honor* 
stricken and. terrified .feelings,, the only rdief 
of which they were susceptible, in a passiotLdf 
tears, as profusely shed as those of a child. 

She dung to Fitz-UUin with an alanning 
convulsiveness of grasp. In his endeayoura to 
sooth and cahn her, and the bewilderment of 
his exaggerated fears, for the possible conse- 
quences of the state in which she was, be^ from 
time to time, addressed. to her incoberemiy, 
all the endearing expressions he had habituaU; 
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vsed towards her in her childhood, calling her, 
in low breathings that no other ear could hear, 
bis own beloved one, his own darling Julia, 
his own precious one, thus as it were enforcing 
•each entreaty to her, to~ check the- excessive 
trendiUng to which she had ghren way, and 
which, as it seemed rather to increase than 
dKminish, alarmed him so much, .that the arm 
with which it was necessary to support her, 
dreiw hei^ as jefach verbal ]>ersuasion to stSA 
her tremor faQed, closer to the bosom in which 
she herself seemed to seek a shelter ; wfaile^she, 
miknowing what she did, pressed hia hiaiid 
with both of hers to her heart, still beafing 
tttumltuoosly from the horrors of the scarcely 
past scene, and her sobs, for the few seconda it 
«tiH took to reach the ship, t^ontinued auifible 
and convulsive. 

A scene of so much emotion was, fortonatdy,- 
shrouded by the total darkness that pre- 
raiied« 
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Fitz-Ullin carried her himself up the side 
of the Euphrasia, and to the cabin of Lady 
Oswald; where, with the assistance of that 
lady and her maid, he laid her on a sofa, still 
wrapped in the already mentioned boat-cloak. 

The consciousness of light and witnesses 
calmed in some degree her agitation,' or at 
least checked those demonstrations of it into 
which she had hitherto been betrayed. She 
became passive, and lay, for a time, motionless 
and silent, with her eyes closed. Fitz-Ullin 
knelt beside her, and watched her countenance 
with an expression of the most serious solici- 
tude. Lady Oswald, after the first stare of 
umazement, offered every kind attention in 
assiduous silence; only from time to time 
looking the wonder which would have been 
expressed on any occasion less surprising : so 
that our heroine was received, to all appear- 
ance, with as much composure as though she 
had been expected. She shewed tokens of 
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life^ only by" gently waving from her every 
oJBPered restorative. She wished for stilhiess; 
she wished to yield to a consolatory feeling 
which had already, notwithstanding all the 
horrors she had so lately both witnessed and 
escaped, stolen over her heart; for who can^ 
under any circumstances, receive proofs of 
affection from those they love, and not expe- 
rience consolation? She felt that she was still 
dear to Fitz*Ullin ; and though, apparently, 
scarcely aUve, became capable of a train of 
reasoning on the subject. Her friendship, 
then, was not, as she had feared, valueless in 
his eyes! The brother-like affection he had 
always had for her was regaining its ascend- 
ancy. As a sister, she should once more 
become the first object of his tenderness, the 
source of his happiness, and she would be 
happy — ^yet she sighed. Lady Oswald seized 
the opportunity of entreating her to take some 
restorative. She was obliged to open her 
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eyet» obliged to raise herself, and in so dtmigi 
to withdraw the hand Fitz-UUin had till theit 
retained. He stood up, asristed Lady Oswaldi 
and spoke to her ladyship, which he had not 
done befwe. The spell was broken! Julia 
spoke too; she thanked Lady Oswald lan- 
guidly. She had no leisure to be surprised in 
her turn, at aeeii^( her ladyship where die was* 
She tried to express to our hero her gratitude 
for her preservation. He begged she woukt 
not speak of his merely accidental service; 
requesting her to remember, that he could not 
be aware to whom he was rendering his assist-^ 
ance, whether welcome or unwelcome. 

^* Unwelcome ! '^ she repeated. He had 
spoken with unnecessary strength of emphasis* 
Even Lady Oswald looked surprised. 

A short silence followed ; when Julia, again 
raising herself, began to ezj^ess uneasiness about 
the fears and anxiety of her friends at Lodore ; 
giving at the same time a hurried and mco- 
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faerent account of how she had been carried 
amif from thence. Lady Oswald naturally 
expressed her wonder, as to who conld hare 
been the author of so daaring an outrage. 

Julia, lookiiig down/ said, she herself was at 
■i loss whom to suspect. She would haive 
added, that the only person to whom she could 
hare attributed such an outrage, she had not 
once seen, or heard of, during the whole 
transaction; and that, therefore, it was that 
she was at a loss. But a natural feeling of 
modesty made her hesitate and blush. Fitz- 
Ullin viewed her with a searching look, which 
gave her uneasiness, though she could not 
comprehend its meaning. There was severity 
in his eye when he first fixed it upon 
her; yet, there was pity ere he removed 
it. During her whole recital, the gloom of 
his brow had deepened every moment ; yet he 
did not e3q>res8 the deep resentment that might 
have been expected against the perpetrators 
m3 
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of such a violence. At one tune, after a long 
reverie, he made a very irrelevant remark: 
observing, that Mr. St. Aubin had been to 
blame, in not joining before the Euphrasia 
sailed; for that his being too late, could not 
have been accidental. 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 

" Nay, frown not thUs on me," 

At breakfast Fitz-UUin joined the ladies. The 
gravity of his countenance and solemnity of his 
manner were almost austere. 

During breakfast he silently placed whatever 
seemed desirable near Julia, but scarcely spoke, 
except to answer Lady Oswald's questions. 

After breakfast he said, with some formality, 
that he was extremely sorry the rules of the 
service would not admit of his altering his 
course on private business; as this placed it 
out of his power to oflfer to land Lady Julia L., 
he therefore feared, he added, that her Lady- 
ship would be under the necessity of proceed- 
ing to Leith. How unlike the whispers of last 
night! 
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He next spoke of the fortunate chance of 
Ltdy Oswald's being m the ship ; and finaSy 
it was arranged, that Jalia should remain in 
Edinburgh with Lady Oswald, till Lord L. 
should be apprised of her being there, and 
come for her. Fitz-Ullin now left them. 

" My dear Lady Julia L./* said Lady 
Oswald, *^ I am going to ask a very extraordi* 
nary question; but do tell me candidly, hare 
you rejected the addresses of Fitz-UUin ?" Julia 
looked at her ladyship with unfeigned astomsh^ 
ment. " Because," continued Lady Oswald) 
*' his^ manner is so much that of a refused lover> 
too proud to urge his suit, yet unable to con^ 
quet his attachment ; and^ if such bethe case^ 
I would so ardently, so anxiously, |dead his 
cause. I would enumerate his virtues ; nay, I 
would expose my own and my ton's necessities 
to prove the noMeness of his heart, and to 
obtain, if possible, happiness for one so wflling 
to impart the precious gift to others.** 
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" The happinesft of him of whom you speak. 
Lady Oswald,'* repliisd Julia, suppressing a 
sigh, is not in my hands," Then recovering 
herself, she added, with forced firmness, ** From 
oar childhood we have regarded each other as 
brother and sister, and this habit may stiU 
tincture our manners with' a something which, 
to those unacquainted with, or not recollecting 
the peculiar circumstances may seem-^may 
appear — particular. But, as a lover, Lord 
FitE-Ullin has never addressed me/' 

'* Then most assuredly he will !'* said Lady 
Oswald. Julia blushed and smiled ; the very 
sound of the words was welcome to. her, while 
reason was compelled to reject their meaning, 
" Yoa have, you say," continued Lady Oswald, 
^ the afifection of a sister for Fitz-UUin. If you 
entertain a tenderer sentiment for any other 
being, I have no right taiiiquire further ; but 
if you do not, my dear Lady Julia, make me 
happy by saying so !" 
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" Pray then be quite happy," said Julia, 
affecting to laugh ; '^ and now let us recur no 
more to this foolish subject/' 

Lady Oswald fell into a reverie. She was 
inclined to think, notwithstanding the altered 
manners of the one, and the contradictory 
assertions of the other, tha£ a mutual attach- 
ment did subsist between them; though at 
present interrupted by some misunderstanding ; 
and having arrived at this conclusion, she re- 
solved, if possible, to become instrumental to 
tiieir happiness by bringing about an explana- 
tion. A message at this moment very oppor- 
tunely came from Fitz-UUin, to say that the day 
was tolerably fine, and to beg to know if the ladies 
would take a walk on deck. They consented ; 
and our hero came for them, bringing with him 
a young lieutenant, by name Lord Snivel, and 

son to the Duke of . Fitz-UUin offered 

his arm to Lady. Oswald, leavmg the care of 
ou bene to Surrel. 
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Julia was absent and silent, and not even 
conscious of the animated and delighted admi- 
ration with which she as instantly as uninten- 
tionally inspired her companion. At length 
the conversation took a turn; which drew 
something more of her attention. 

'^ How much Fitz-Ullin feels the loss of his 
friend. Captain Ormond/' observed Surrel, 
struck by the seriousness of our hero's counte- 
nance as they passed and repassed him and 
Lady Oswald. 

*^ The circumstances were, I understand, 
very melancholy and very remarkable," faltered 
out Julia, in reply. 

" Very much so, indeed !" rejoined Surrel. 
" You have heard all the particulars, I sup- 
pose ?" 

** From no better authority than the news- 
papers,*' she answered, " It was not possible 
to enter on so painful a subject with Lord 
Fitz-Ullin. Even Lady Oswald tells me she has 
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not yet ventured to speak to him of his xin^ 
fortunate friend/* 

** It was certainly the loss of his sister whkik 
first unsettled the mind of Captain Ormond/* 
said SurreL " Circumstanced as they were» 
there was something very dreadful in her 
death ; it was so evidently occasioned hy that 
unfortunate attachment, which had, I jGEincy> 
hecome uncontrollable, before they were made 
aware of their near relationship.'* 

** Miss Ormond's illness/' observed ^ Julia, 
'' Lady Oswald tells me, was decline, brought 
on by a broken hearts Did you know Captain 
Ormond?** 

** Oh, very well indeed 1** replied Surrei ; '* I 
was his first lieutenant during all the extra- 
ordinary circumstances which preceded his 
death. You are aware tl^at he died quite 
mad, poor fellow ?** 

** So the papers said/* she replied. 

^' When he first heard of the death of his 
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Bttter,'* continued Surrel, we were laying off 
the coast of ****** ; I was standing with him 
on the quarter-deck the morning he received the 
letter, which, we suppose, brought the inteU 
ligence. He did not open ' it, however, at the 
time, but ordered his boat and went ashore, 
where, after commanding the crew to wait for 
him on the beach, he wandered, up the country 
among the woods, and was not heard of for 
several days. At length, when we were be- 
ginning to fear that some fatal accident must 
have befallen him, he came- one morning on 
board in a shore-boat, and without noticing his 
prolonged absencei gave some common orders. 
For a time there was no visible change, except 
a more setded gloom of manner. Gradually, 
however> his looks assumed an alarming wild- 
neas, his orders became inconsistent and arbi- 
trary, and from having been the mildest and 
a most indulgent of commanders, he became quite 
tyrant. On one occasion when I ventured to re^ 
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monstrate in favour of a poor fellow whom, 
without the Blightest reason, he had ordered 
to be flogged, he commanded the marines to 
fire on me, saying, that he would give me, 
while he walked the deck three times, to pre* 
pare myself. Fortunately, before he had twice 
walked the deck, he totally forgot the whole 
business, sat down on one of the cannonade 
slides, wrung his hands, and wept like a child! 
We all stole away unperceived. While we 
were at dinner, however, one of the youngsters, 
ran down and told us that the captain was 
walking the deck, carrying a hanger in his 
hand, and lookingvery furious. While we were 
hesitating about what was best to be done, we 
heard a tremendous noise in the captain's cabin, 
and hastening thither, found poor Ormond with 
scarcely any covering, and in the very act of 
flinging himself from the open window, from 
which he had just thrown both the clothes he 
had had on, and all else which was moveable. 
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We were now obliged to use force. The re- 
sistance he made, poor felloe, was terrible. 
He was carried on shore, where, in a £ew days, 
he died raging mad ! 

** Only think," he added, « of the Admiral 
at ****, having me tried by a court martial 
for what he termed my insubordination; but 
he was a man incapable, in fact, from long 
habit, of comprehending the simplest elements 
of natural justice, and who could form no idea 
of any rule of rights distinct from the rules of 
. the service. So, I was to allow a man who was 
mad, to flog an innocent man to death, shoot 
me, and fling himself out of the cabin window, 
merely because he was my superior officer !" 

Lady Oswald, meanwhile, intent on the 
execution of her kindly project, made some 
comments to her companion on his sadness, 
with pauses between, hoping that he would 
volunteer in making her his confidant (for they 
walked quite apart from Julia and Surrel). 
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Bat Flte-UUm only feared she must find it 
coldi or made some irrelerant remark { in shorty 
did not take her ladyship's hints. She 
detemuned, therefore, to |>ut the question in 
a direct form ; and as a preparatory remark, 
said, ^'I can see, Fitz-DUin, that you are 
smously attached to Lady Julia L.*' 

Fitst-UlUn 'reddened to the very brows $ but 
did not seem to have any ansver composed ; 
for he remained silen^ and her Ladyship oon-* 
tinued : " You have some delicacy, some pre^ 
jttdice, some secret reason, which prevents 
your urging your own wishes. Let me know 
«U, pkce the business in my hands; and, 
I think, I shall be able to make you both (with 
a smile, and a peculiar emphasis on the word 
^ both') happier than you are at present.*' 

'* Lady Oswald,*' repUed Fitz-Ullin solemnly, 
and at the same time colouring still more 
deeply, " whatever my feelings are, or rather, 
have bcen» I neither intend to seek, nor wish 
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to obtaioy Lady Julia L/a acceptance of my 
hand." 

*^ Nor wish to obtain !'* repeated Lady 
Oswald. 

*< As 'a mark, tiherefore^" continued Fits^ 
Ullin, ^ of your kind regard for me» I 
must request that you wiU never again recur to 
this subject." 

''But why, my de^r Fitz-UIlin, why not 
accept at least the assistance of my judg- 
ment ere you condemn yourself to any uneasi* 
ness of mind; for, happy you certainly are 
not/' 

'' Impossible r said Fitz-Ulhn, ''I cannot! 
I must not ! I have no right !*' 

" I certainly have no right to be officious,^ 
said Lady Oswald ; '^ but I do Confess, I wish 
to see you happy, and I do think you would 
not be refused/' He siniled bitterly. " But 
if you really do not wish to be accepted-r 
why — ^I have done,^' continued her Ladyship. 
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He quickened hU pace: then slackened it; 
then^ dbcoyering that it was quite too cold for 
the ladies, abruptly put an end to the walk. 

Lady Oswald, after this conversation, 
thought it a necessary point of delicacy, when 
in company with Julia, to recur no more to the 
subject of her nephew. 

This morning the Euphrasia fell in with 
a small trader, which, though bound for a port 
they had left behind, and having no accoirmo- 
dation suited for ladies, could carry a letter 
that, by being put into the post that evening, 
would probably reach Lord L. some time 
before the arrival of the Euphrasia at Leith, 
and perhaps enable him to meet his daughter 
there. At any rate, it would shorten his own 
period of anxiety. Such a letter was accord- 
ingly written and dispatched. Its contents 
were calculated to astonish his Lordship not 
a little. It spoke of Juha*s deUverance by 
Fitz-Ullin in terms of the warmest gratitude ; 
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and naturally expressed her unfeigned wonder, 
as to who could have committed the outrage 
of attempting to tear her from her home; 
adding, that the only person whom circum- 
stances could justify her in suspecting, she had 
not even seen. 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 

^ Ohl north wind ceaie. 
And let me listen for his coming tread." 

Young Surrel became hourly more assiduous, 
and either wanted modesty to perceive that his 
attentions were unwelcome, or delicapy to 
withdraw them on that account. 

The annoyance to Julia was really growing 
serious; when, one morning after Jbreakfast, 
Fitz-Ullin placed himself near our heroine, a 
thing not now usual with him. While in this 
situation, he took an opportunity of saying to 
her, in an under tone, " Will you grant me a 
few moments* conversation with you alone t" 
His late cold and constrained behaviour had 
made such a request so unexpected, that, 
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instead of colourings she became quite pale^ 
looked up a moment^ and agaui hastily with*!* 
drew her eyes without reply, 

" Do not mistake me,'* he added^ with rather 

ft haughty air^ '^ but^ I shall just take Lady 

Oswald on deck^ and having left her walking 

with Arthur^ return and explun myself imme** 

Ndiately/' . 

The proposition to walk was then made 
alo^d. Lady Oswald had no objection^ and 
asked Julia^ as a matter of course^ to acoom- 
pany them* Our heroine declined ; this was 
certainly consenting to the interview^ Julia felt 
that it was^ and coloured while she made her 
excuse. 

Lady Oswald and Pitz-UUin left the cabin. 
Jtdia neither moved nor breathed^ till their re- 
ceding steps were lost in the confused tramp- 
ing, which was always goiug on over head. 

She then drew a very long breathy and began 
to prepare herself. ^^He will return immedi-» 

VOL* III. N 
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ately!'' she thought. She tried to compose 
her spirits^ but in vdu : her heart fluttered like 
a bird trying to escape from its cage. The 
tramping oyer head increased; she turned pale. 
It lessened ; the colour stole gradually over her 
cheeks again. She listened^ and breathing was 
again suspended, and every power of life con- 
centrated in the sense of hearing. This became 
so acute, that, amid all the mingled sounds 
of a busy deck, she could yet plainly distinguish 
the well known tread of Fitz*Ullin on the 
main deck, approaching the cabin door. A cold 
sensation passed over her cheeks and brow. 
She clasped her hands together a moment, then 
let one fall at her side, and rested the other on 
the table. But there, its trembling movement 
was so visible, that with hasty confusion she 
withdrew it; and, fixing her eyes on the 
ground, held down, with a fatiguing effcnrt, 
. the universal tremor of her frame. He entered. 
He stood before her. He seated himself be- 
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side her. But^ he made no attempt to take her 
band. 

One universal glow had covered her face and 
neck at his first agproach^ while she could have 
cried with vexation at the exposure. " You do 
not misunderstand me^ I hope^'^ he said^ per- 
ceiving her pitiable agitation. '^ You must, I 
think,'* he continued, " be able to comprehend 
for what purpose I have requested this inter- 
view. You must have expected that I could 
not see Lord Surrel's importunate attentions, 
and remain passive/' 

She made no reply ; but coloured, if possible, 
deeper than before, and loioked more studiously 
downward ; yet, Fitz-Ullin perceived the dawn- 
ing of a pleasurable feeling shining through 
the confusion that covered as with a veil every 
other expression of her countenance. How 
can he be so foolish^ thought Julia, as to be 
jealous of an absolute stranger, lik6 Lord 
Surrel. 

N 2 
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^^I am rejoiced to perceive/' he recom- 
menced^ ''that instead of being offended at my 
presmnption^ you are good enough to seem 
disposed to give me a favourable hearing* It 
was quite impossible for me not to be fully 
aware — ^not to know, in fact, what are, what 
must be your feelings, yet,*' — ^he paused* So 
audacious, so well assured a stdtor, one who 
was thus certain, that her preference for him- 
self must render the attentions of any one else 
importunate, did not seem to need encourage- 
ment ; and Julia, though the tears of shame 
stsiTted to her eyes, was too gentle, too fondly 
attached to chide 5 she therefore rem^ed si-' 
lent J and, (must it be confessed ?) uncontroll- 
able delight predominated very imduly over' 
the indignation she thought she ought to feel ! 

''At least, I should suppose I am right?" he 
continued, in a questioning tone. " If so — ^i^^ 
Julia at length seemed to consider some little 
manifestation of spirit necessary, " Most pecu 
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ple^^' she faltered out, '^ would be ofFended at 
haying their sentiments thus taken for granted^ 
but you think, I suppose, that 6ur long inti- 
macy authorizes you to act as you please/' 

"As I please !" repeated Fitz-rUllin, "most 
assuredly not as I please, but as you please. 
It may be, and certainly is in my power, and 
indeed I feel myself called upon, while you are 
in this ship, not to permit Lord Surrel, or any 
officer of mine, to make his attentions trouble- 
some to you, in a situation where you can nei- 
ther avoid his society, nor enjoy the protection 
of your natural friends ; but, to control the 

inclinations of Lady Julia L y* he added, 

(and Math some bitterness) " is an undertaking 
to which I^ have not the boldness to aspire V* 

Fortunately for Julia the stunning effects of 
the ne^ and heart-chilling conviction supplied 
by this last speech, was so overpowering, that 
it gave her somewhat the appearance of out* 
ward calm. So, it was Lord Surrel's attentions. 
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liord Surrers loye^ simply as troublesome to 
her^ not as interfering with hb own^ of which he 
was speaking ! Here, indeed^ was a revulsion 
of every feelings too tremendous for Julia's 
strength! Her heart utterly ceased beating, 
her cheeks became as white and cold as marble. 

" Am I to understand then," said Fits* 
Ullin, surprised at her silence and change of 
countenance, ^ that the attentions of Lord 
Surrel are agreeable to you ?" 

Starting into momentary life, she exclaimed, 
hastily and eagerly, *' Ob, no !" 

" Then I know how to act," said Fitz-Ullin, 
as rising, and bowing with a dignified and ra« 
ther scornful air, he seemed about to leaye the 
cabin; when, pausing and returning a stqp or 
two, he stopped before her, and added, in a 
suppressed tone, and with visible effort, ^^ I 
was for a moment apprehensive that my pre*- 
sent interference was, perhaps, as unwelcome 
as my unconscious intermeddling on another 
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occasion. But, in that particular at least, I 
trust you do me justice. ' I acted according tp 
the routine of duty. It was impossible for me 
to know — ^to suppose^that some §uch st^ep 
indeed was contemplated, I was partly aware ^ 
but of the when, and the how,, you must.be 
conscious I could have no suspicion. You 
acquit me then, I trust, of availing myself of a 
reposed confidence to play the ruffian, and 
using the power entrusted to me for the pub*- 
lic good, for private and unjustifiable pur* 
poses ? 

Julia was unable to attach any meaning to 
his words :• indeed she was too miserable to 
care what they meant. She therefore re- 
mained with her eyes fixed on the floor without 
attempting to reply. '* You are silent,^* he 
recommenced 3 ^^lam conscious that I have 
now entered on an interdicted subject; but, 
though I may^ have transgressed the letter, I 
trust I have not the spirit of the interdict." 
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She opened her lips, but, without the power to 
articulate, closed them again. 

** The subject, I see, is painful to you," he 
persisted, '^ but only say that, in this particu- 
lar, you do me justice !" 

Julia, still unable to comprehend his mean- 
ing, and still, as we have said, almost indif- 
ferent to it, yet willing to comply with any 
thing in the shape of a request from Fitz- 
UUin, summoned all her powers to her aid, 
and whispered, *^ Yes,'* but without venturing 
to look up. Fitz-UUin stood gazing upon her 
for some moments, then sighed audibly, and 
quitted her without again speaking. 

Julia, by the time she thought him quite 
gone, stole one alarmed look all round, as if 
to ascertain that she was really alone, then 
darted into'the inner cabin, locked the door oa 
herself, and remained there the rest of the day^ 
pleadii^, on being summoned to dinber, a 
headache >When she did appear the next 
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morning her headach did not seem much abat* 
ed. Lady Oswald^ who met her with a mean- 
ings and ahnost a triumphant smile^ looked 
surprised and disappointed^ and^ after examin* 
ing our heroine's countenance for a short tim^, 
determined not to introduce a subject^ of which 
her heart had been full all night. Surrel's 
attentions were no longer troublesome. 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 

« Winds driye along tbe donds : on wings of fire. 
The lightnings Ayr 

It was late one hazy afternoon^ when the 
Euphrasia made the land near the entrance of 
the Frith of Forth. As it did not appear 
possible to get to Leith that evening, Fitz- 
Ullin proposed to the pilots to lay-to till 
morning. They declared^ however, that they 
could take the ship in by night as well as by 
day, the lights being sufficient to guide them. 
Accordingly, they stood in for port; about 
an hour after, when they supposed themselves 
still some miles from land, it was announced 
from the forecastle that there was a ship at 
anchor ahead. Almost immediately afterwards. 
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however^ it was discovered that the object they 
were approaching was a huge rock. In the 
greatest confusion the ship was now tacked 
about^ but hardly were her sails turned^ when 
it was found that she was getting into shoal 
water^ and at the same moment land appeared 
just under her lee. Fitz-Ullin now fearing 
that the pilots were quite unfit for their duty, 
gave immediate orders to let go the anchor. 
Dusing the short time thus occupied, there 
was scarcely a breath drawn, all, each moment 
expecting that the ship would strike. The 
anchor dropt, the sails were furled, and thc^ 
clouds, breaking a little, there was just star- 
light sufficient to enable Fitz-Ullin to ascer-^ 
taip that they lay between the Bass rock and 
Tantalon castle, in a little steep-sided bay, 
the mouth of which, except at one small out- 
let, was closed by a very dangerous lookhig 
reef* He sent a .boat with the master and 
another officer to sound, on which it was* dis^ 
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covered^ that the ship wad actually anchor^ 
oii a ledge of rocks ; yet was it judged ad* 
Tisable, afi there was very little wind^ not ta 
attempt quitting this. perilous situation before 
morning ; for, the clotids having closed again 
thicker than ever, the darkness had become 
quite impenetrable. 

Our hero remained on deck, giving every 
precautionary and preparatory order, till the 
night was far advanced ; when, much fatigued^ 
and finding that nothing more could be done 
till daylight, he went below, and lay down ort 
a sofa for a short time, leaving directions with 
the officer of the watch to call him half an hour 
before dawn. All was soon perfectly still: 
every one seemed to have fotgotteiS, in ^^ na- 
ture's sweet restorer, balmy sleep,'' both the 
dangers they had so lately passed, and thos^ 
which still threatened them^ 

After some little time spent in uneasy re- 
flections, a sort of stupor, occasioned by ex- 
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Ceseive fatigue both of mind and body, stole 
over the senses of Fitz-UUin^ His slumbers 
were at first much broken^ but^ at lengthy 
after telling himself for the hundredth time that 
nothing could be done till daylight^ they as^ 
sumed somewhat more the character of repose. 
He had not enjoyed such quite an hour when a 
low murmuring sound arose^ at first apparently 
at an immense distance^ as though the lulled 
winds were awaking and whispering together 
at the furthest extremity of space : a gloomy 
imagination could fancy them secretly con- 
spiring, at this dead hour of the nighty the 
destruction of those who thus unconsciously 
slept. The sound grew louder. 

It approached — it became a howl — ^it drew 
nearer and nearer still. At length the ominous 
blast, sweeping through the rigging of the 
Vessel, shrieked wildly^ and passed away. Fitz- 
Ullin sat upright for a moment : but the de- 
mon of the storm had sounded his signal cry^ 
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and was hushed ! A pause of breathless silence 
followed. Our bero listened {or some seconds, 
and finding all stilly concluded that some start* 
ling dream must have awakened him, and 
yielded again to repose. The distant murmur 
recommenced, increased, and grew by gusts 
impetuous^ the howling blast drew near again, 
but instead of retiring as before, was pursued 
by another, and yet another, as it were urging 
each other forward, till their tmited and aceu^ 
mulated roar became, in an incredibly short 
time, tremendous. 

Fitz-UUin dreamed of a tempest ; but for a 
few troubled moments, did not again awake ; 
when, suddenly opening his eyes^ he leaped 
up, and, bewildered by the universal uproar 
which now reigned, without waiting to collect 
his scattered thoughts, hastened on deck. 

It was by this time blowing a gale, the ship 
beginning to labour excessively, andthedarkr 
ness so impenetrable, that while his sense of 
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hearing was thus asssdled on every side^ his 
sight was strained in vain to discover any 
object around him, and he was made sensible 
of being on the upper deck only by the buffet- 
ing of the winds, and still rougher salutation 
of a heavy sea, which, as it passed over the 
ship, threatened to carry him with it ; yet 
nothing could be done or attempted till day 
dawned. He remained on deck however. It 
was the longest hour he had ever passed;. 
From time to time he cast impatient glances 
towards the east, which looked, he thought, if 
possible, blacker than the rest of the horizon ! 
At length the sky in that quarter assumed a 
greyish cast, and gradually it became evident 
that objects might have Have been in some 
degree discernible, but for the thickness of 
the haze which covered every thing, causing a 
cruel prolongation of suspense. In a little 
time, however, one yellow streak appeared near 
the horizon; then the clouds broke in that 
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direction, and seemed - tumbling and boiling 
round the spot; then, plunging among them, 
the rising sun was seen at last, for one moment 
only ; it resembled a ball of fire ; it seemed to 
roll past the opening; it disappeared again, 
and the dense masses of cloud closed immedi- 
ately. There was now a visible increase of 
light. A rush of the tempest swept a part of 
the mist away, while the rocks, looking black 
and gigantic through what remained, appeared 
quite close to the ship, as she rode at single 
anchor^ 

The waves, notwithstanding the confined area 
of the little bay, rose with a tremendous swell ; 
though so far unlike the alternate mountain and 
valley of the open ocean, that the whole body 
of water which the basin contained, seemed to 
swing at once to and fro with a simultaneous 
movement, which every time threatened to 
dash the frigate against the perpendicular sides 
of the cliff. At another moment, would the 
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hurricane seize^ as it were^ the helpless vessel 
in its stupendous grasp^ and appear about to 
lift her from the water. She seemed^ in shorty 
^the sole object of contention to the warring ele- 
ment ; while they, in their fury, appeared re* 
solved to tear her in a thousand pieces and part 
her among them, rather than give up the strug- 
gle. Fitz-Ullin saw that any effort to get out 
of this dangerous bay or creek, must, at present, 
prove impossible, as the wind blew directlyJn } 
and it was quite evident that the reef must 
bring them up, before sufficient canvas could 
be set, to give the ship headway. He sum- 
moned however the officers and crew around 
him, to afford them the usual privilege of giving 
their opinion in a case of so much emergency. 
Some were for cutting away the masts and 
making the boats ready ; but this would be for- 
saking the post of duty too soon. Some re- 
commended attempting to get under way ; but 
this, as had been shown, with the wind right 
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ahead^ would have been madness. Fitz-Ulliu 
therefore rejected each of those suggestions, and 
finally decided on clinging, as long as the cable 
held, to the only rational hope which remained, 
that of the * wind chancing to abate, or shift a 
little in their favour before any fatal catastrophe 
should take place. 
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CHAPTER XXXII. 

« Must she tiiien die r 

" Pitying heay'n, deprive me of mem'ry !" 

The fears of both ladies had^ on the evening 
before^ been allayed as much as possible. Hie 
peculiarly hazardous situation of the vessel was 
of course not explained to them. 

Now, therefore, though they heard the raving 
of the tempest, and could not avoid being 
alarmed, they were by no means aware of the 
full .extent of the danger; and even fancied, 
(as in such cases women and children always 
do,) that so near land they must be compara- 
tively safe. 

Lady Oswald was in the inner cabin; Julia 
in the outer one ; when, to her utter astonish- 
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mentj Fitz-Ullin entered^ and with a counte* 
nance of the deepest BeriouBness^ without hesi- 
tation or apology^ approached and clasped her 
to his breast. He looked at her mournfully ; 
he kissed her forehead. " Julia^'' he said^ 
" when I have done what I can for the ship^ I 
will return to you. He a^in pressed his lips 
on her fair brow ; but now it was with a wild 
fervour^ differing widely from the tender so- 
lemnity which had at first characterized his 
manner. 

Lady Oswald entered. He had just time to 
release the passive Julia^ the excess of whose 
surprise had so entirely suspended every faculty^ 
that she had not even blushed. She did so 
now, to an excess that was overwhelming* 

He grasped his aunt's hand hastily as he 
hurried past her and disappeared. At the same 
moment, Arthur running in and throwing him** 
self into his mother's arms^ told her, that they 
must all be lost. 
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CHAPTER XXXm. 

^ The winds came rustling from their hills.** 

In the gunroom, meantime, some of the officers 
teere eating their breakfast with as much com<^ 
posure as if there was nothing the matter. 
Others there were, it must be confessed, who 
sipped their coffee slowly and gloomily enough; 
trhile others again, with a strange mixture of 
caution and carelessness, were packing up their 
valuables, and calling aloud the while to the 
steward, to keep their breakfast hot. A cold 
6ne would scarcely have been remembered on 
stich an occasion, by a landsman. 

One of the most afiecting features of the hottr 
was presented by the helpless prisoners at the 
hatchways, who, in profoxmd silence, manifested 
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their anxious feelings by crowding to the bars 
which fastened them down, to gain, if possible, 
some intelligence of what was going on ; while, 
at every roll of the ship, they expected to go 
to the bottom. On the coast, on the TantaJlon 
side, the friendly Scots had collected to the 
number of thousands; bringing down boats, 
rafts, ropes, &c. to the part of the beach on 
which it wfts generally expected the ship must 
be wrecked. 

On the quarter-deck Fitz-UUin walked alone^ 
occasionally going forward to look at the cable, 
which, being strained to the utmost, was every 
moment in danger of parting) an accident 
which, should it occur, must be followed by 
instant destruction. 

From the cable he raised his eyes from time 
to time to the vane, and withdrew them again 
in bitter disappointment, for the wind was still 
right ahead. 

All things remained in this state of fearful 
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suspense^ till nearly twelve at noon ; when our 
hero, whose eyes were, at the moment^ anxi- 
ously raised to the vane, saw it veer round one 
point in his favour. Even this slight advantage 
was not to be neglected for a moment: it ' 
warranted an attempt to quit a situation of so 
much peril. 

A spring W9^ instantly placed on the cable, 
which brought the ship's broadside more to the 
wind ; the three topsails, double reefed, were 
set, and the carpenter, having been previously 
placed ready with an uplifted axe, a single 
blow (such was now the tension) parted the 
cable, and the courses being at the same mo- 
ment added, the vessel, which had been strain- 
ing for way, flew through the water almost on 
her beam ends. While she thus rushed to- 
wards the dangerous barrier,perfect silence was 
observed by every one. It was generally ap- 
prehended that she must split her canvas, or 
45arry away her masts 5 yet it was necessary to 
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put her ui^der this heavy press of sail, to overr 
balance, if possible, the great lee- way she had> 
and so get her clear of the rocks. She now 
approached them with incredible velocity, pass-^ 
ed them at but a few yards distance^ and, 
shipping two or three heavy seas, weathered 
the reef in safety. A general shout of joy 
burst at the moment from the hitherto breath* 
less crowd on the deck, and was as instantly 
answered by an echoing shout from the pri- 
soners throughout the hold. 

Some minutes, at least, must elapse, ere 
Fitz-Ullin could be justified in leaving the 
deck; he dispatched Arthur therefore to his 
aunt and Julia, with the joyful tidings, and, as ' 
soon as possible, followed hiin. 

On entering the cabin, where both ladies 
now were, our hero's countenance was covered 
with the glow of successful exertipn,. It. was 
animated, it was even joyful! He pressed 
Lady Oswald's eagerly oflfered haads in silence. 
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^d parsed taVfuUa. He raised one of hers 
and paused^ ass if to take lff0ath, which he had 
not yet given himself time to dp. 

Hejiooked.io sji^ni^^ at h^r chfti^g colour 
aod doiracaet eyes, md during the moments 
so etfigipj^A, hig 0^n ei^pre^ion became en- 
i^fy attired* ^peaking with eS(^y and, for 
the oeoaaion, with unnatural coldness, he said, 
^^.Arthnr has of course informed you that the 
daegoir is over: it is only left for me, therefore, 
$Q s^ppbgiase for the xashnoss iif .which I was 
policy, in giving you lumeceBsary alarm. And,'^ 
iie a^ed, m .ai0wei:ed.dnd aomeavhat. faltering 
tone, at the aame time glancing at Lady Os^ 
widd» Quod seeing thiit she was engaged by her 
«oi3i, *^ and lpr tixe caqpression of-^ih short, 
i^Qgs widcb-^^whieh had been belter unexr 
fmased ! The^oettainty^ almost, qf approachr 
wg ^Mii to baA> and ib^ broj^rly affection 
i}i9s» fiKHa chadbood bera permitted to cb^ 
.leiab, nisefiH I can plaid in my Qxcu«e/' With- 

VOL, HI. o 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



290 FIRST LOVB. 

out. waiting, for reply, he turned to Lady 
Oswald, and again hastily taking her handj 
murmured something about his duties on deck, 
and left the cabin. Arthur followed him ; and 
Lady Oswald's spirits being quite exhausted, 
she retired to the inu^r cabin to lie down. 

Julia was left alone. The terror and 4h^ joy 
also seemed over. It was all like a dream : 
she felt bewildered; she was imhappy'too! 
more unhappy than she had been when each 
moment she ea^pected the ship. would go. to 
pieces! She could not conceal this feeling: 
from herself, nor that it had its source in the 
unaccountable alt^mationsofFitz-UUin's man*- 
ner. Yet she wa3 indignant at her own weak- 
ness ! She sat, for a long time motionless : a 
blush at iQngth appeared on her cheek, for now 
f^cy wfis poiirtraying, and memory 'acknow- 
ledging, the scene which had taken place during. 
-ihe inoinent of e^reme danger ! > How. had she 
permitted, passively permitted, conduct so iin- 
warrantable— so incredible ! . ■ : ^ 
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CHAFl'ER XXXIV. 

^ ..... ^ Blue Innistone rose to sight. 
And Caracthnra's mossy tbw'rs appear-d.*' 

« Tura's bay receiv'd our ships.'' 

HsEB tbe meditationg of our heroine were 
broken 6S by the sudden entrance of. her father 
accompanied by Fitz-UDin. The Euphrasia was 
by this time safely anchored in Leith roads. 

Lord L ; embraced his child ; both were 
some moments silent; Juli&'s weariness of 
heart found an inexpressible solace in a pas- 
sion of tears^ shed on the bosoQi of a kind 
parent. She tried: to persuade herself^ that 
they were all tears of joy. 

LordL had received Julia's letter. Its 
o 2 
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contents were not easily reconciled with those 
of the three notes left on her table at Lodore ; 

but Lord L determined to reserve the 

expression of any feeling of doubt he might 
yet entertain^ for the subject of a stricUjr 
private internew; and, never to allow the 
worlds but particularly Fitz-UUin^ to suppose 
that he could, for a moment, suspect his 
daughter of having quitted her home wil- 
lingly. ^^ I have indeed spent,'' said Lord 

h ^ in answ^ to a rcdoatk of Juli&'s on 

his lookiiig f»tigued> ^^ an flnxiduB nigbt and 
a truly tearrible mDi:n|£i;g* I licrived in Lez& 
just in time to wit»i^te,^e datress. of thti 
Euphmsia, <ia boajpd ctf whiicdiy by yoiir letter, 
I knew you to be. f wa» iiiaoi^ those, JuUa^ 
who crowds the te£^h 4mmg the inany boiua 
of awful susp9»^, \f^Ule the Vesadl wad> Qm:h 
momeiit, escpected lo ddve oh the rockA I bn* 
now,*' he added, " that thing* haarc ended so 
happily> ^ little re&t hfpill ftmedy aU that. Mid 
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your preserva*^ my chDd, how shall I suffi- 
ciently thank him !" FLtz^UlUn, who^ from 
delicacy, had leH the cabin for a short time^ 
had just returned, and now stood a little 
iqpart. Lord In- — ^ as he spoke, looked from 
him to Julia, and from JhiEa to him, as though 
he would have' added, ^^ shall I reward him 
wifli the gift ot the precious treasure he has 
jveserved?^' 

• FJbz-Ullin seemed to comprehend the look, 

«for his ^yes sought the ground^ and he coloured 

slightly. Jtdia too blushed. Fitz-Ullin how- 

erer continued silent. Lord L paused a 

scarcely perceptible moment, then, assuming 
an- air of dignity, which almost amounted to 
haughtiness, asked Julia if she felt sufficiently 
recovered to go on shore immediately ? '^ We 
dtall take an early opportunity,'-' he added, 
tormngtoour hero, "*' of expressing, at more 
length, our grateful acknowledgments to Lord 
•Rtz-Unin.'' Both gentlemen endeavoured to 
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Qonceal their feelings by .bowing very pro^ 
foundly, and Julia^ promising to get ready 
for her departure in a few moments^ joined 
Lady Oswald in the inner, cabin. Lord L ■ 
could not have been so unreasonable as to have 
expected that, if Fitz-Ullih did intend to pro- 
pose for his daughter, he was to do so in such 
a moment of hurry as the present ; but^ there 
had been an undefinable something in the 
look and manner of our hero, which conveyed 
to the haughty Earl a sense, that the honour 
of his alliance had -been tacitly declined ; and, 
still worse, he felt an inward conviction tiiiat 
his secret wishes, in a moment of emotion, of 
which he was now ashamed, had been in some 
degree understood. . . , 

While the ladies' preparations were being, 
made, Henry came on board. After setting 
out for Plymouth, he had seen, by a paper he 
had taken up at an inn, that the Euphrasia had 
sailed for Leith, and he had in consequence 
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turned back to join her there. What must 
haye been his astonishment^ just as he set 
JDOton the deck^ to behold rise to view, coming 
up from the babin, his cousin Julia, handed up' 
by Fitz-Ullin ! He received a glance frpm' 

Lord L which was ngt at all cialculated tp'^ 

set him at his ease. His lordship, however, 
gave at this timci, no other expression to his' 
iedings. Henry soon became reassured ; ' paid 
his compliments to Lady . Oswald ; and finally 
asked and obtained permission of our hero, to 
Sj^tend the ladies in landing. 

Lord L . , taking Fitz-UUin by the arm, 
walked apart with him a few paces, then said : 
'^ After. this day, your, lordship will oblige me,* 
by not permitting Mr. ,St.. Aubin to land again 
while we are in Edinburgh; to him I must* 
ascribe this daring attempt to tear my daUghter^ 
ftom heir home, and compel her to' form a union 
86 repugnant to her own. feelings, as ineligible 
in my eyes." Here a pause took place ; but. 
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FhZ'UUiii^ though he&teiied with polite at- 
tention, ^did not rtpiy. ^'As, however, my 
daughter does not return his attachment,, I can 
have no scruple on the score of parental feel- 
ing, jn preventing all intercourse in fiitixre/' 
When Lord L-^^ — ^ concluded, our here howed 
his assent. Fita^Uiim attended fh^ party in 
hm own barge to A/e shore, but excused hsm-' 
self frdnr Ia»£iig, pteadmg the necessity of 
returning iumiediately t6 his siAp. 

On arriving^ our boar^t, heg^ive drdei^ to Insve 
the pilots detained, having diete^mined to give 
them into the handi of the Port Admiral^ to 
suffer whatever punishment might be adjudged 
them, for having undertaken a seri^ce for which 
they wer^ quite unfit.- The older faoweref was 
too late, the pilots had* already dissqpipeared. 
They had managed to get away Unnoticed^ k 
was siq>posed In the shore-^lmat that broi^t 
Lord L^— ^ on board. 
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CHAPTER XXXV. 

, « Ye, 

Children of the night, ye are seen, and lost !" 

About the time that^ on board the Euphrasia, 
Fitz-Ullin's champagne was spreading hilarity 
Among his officers, to whom he gave an excel- 
lent dinner in honour of their late escape, a 
tall, large proportioned, elderly man, in a col- 
lege cap and gown, was pacing up and down by 
the dim light of the lamps, in one oJF the then 
best streets df Auld Reekie, immediately be- 
neath the windows of Iford L — r-*s hotel. He 
cast from time to time impatient glances at the 
door as he passed and repassed. At length it 
opened and shewed the figure of a younger 
man, habited in navsil uniform, and in the act 
o3 
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of taking his cocked hat from a servant in the 
lit up hall. The door closed again^ and the 
officer joined him of the cap and gown. " So,'' 
said Henry, for he was the officer, '^ the game 
is up, I fear/' ' 

^'The devil it is," replied the person ad- 
dressed. 

" Is it not ?" said Henry. 

*^ Throw again,'' said, the stranger. They 
walked on for a time in silence. '* Why cer- 
tainly," said Henry, "however strong their 
suspicions may be, they have no . proofs that 
would enable them to take any steps against 
me ; and as to my being forbid Lord L 's 
house, and my aunt's, whenever Julia is there, 
it can make very little difference, unless , they 
absolutely incarcerate her. We now. have the 
title-deeds, we have only to seize her person, 
the first opportunity that ofiers, and I can still 
compel her to retract all her declarations of 
having been carried off against her will. 
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^^ I wish the dievU would tempt her,*' said 
the stranger, ^' to take a moonlight view of 
the Bass Rock." 

." I can aee,'f continued Henry, " by Fitz- ^ 
Ullin^s countenance that they have not come 
to any e3^1aaaJionj nor are, they likely to do*^ 
so *y and her absurd in&tuation about him will' 
keep her from marrying any one else, for some 
time atleast/' 

*^ What, then, is Lord L ' s present be- 
lief?'* asked the stranger. 

" Faith," replied Henry, " I hardly know ; 
I believe he hardly know3 himself. We had 
quite a scene there, just now. His lordship 
took me to task in rather strong terms, for my 
supposed misdemeanours. I replied, however, 
very coolly, that I should lieither deny nor con- ' 
fess anything, but refer him to his daughter/ 
who must know whether she had eloped with 
me or not. She, of course, declared she had 
not. But she was evidently afraid of exaspe^^ 
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rafttBg me^ therefore ittld very little. Lord 
L ghowed her Ae three notes found on 
her table. She declared she had never trrkten 
them. * Am I then to believe tijese letters for- 
geries?' said his lotdship, and he looked to- 
wards me. I met hifa eye with All the st^adi-' 
ness I cotdd command^ but remained silent. 
So^ after a few more questions, for the answers 
to which I persisted in referring him to Julia, 
I was dismissed, having been, of course, forbid 
the house.'* 

An expression of contempt was here mut- 
tered by the stranger. 

*' But how did you know," asked Henry, 
'^ that the Euphrasia was going ibimd to Leith, 
^d how did you gain admittance into the 
ship f" " I learned her destination at Ply- 
mouth: the admiral's certificate settled the 
rest," replied the stranger. '' The difficulty 
was, to get in time to wher6 the pilots fpr 
Leith are taken on board.'* 
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^' Who was the secoiid pUot?" asked 
Henry. - 

" Charpantier. I hhr^ hlwt.'p three br four 
fellows, regular 4t<rptii port-^pilots/' 

*' And did you really mean to run the ship 
agroiuid ?" again asked Henry. 

^' Most certainly !" replied his companion, 
in atone indicating neither doubt nor com- 
punction. ^' Why/* ht Contiiili^d, ^^ I could 
have run her high and dry without danger to 
our lives, when she must ha:ve gone to pieces j 
and I had hands enough bii tihe rock to do the 
rest.'' 

^' Men whom you could depend upon ?** de- 
manded Henry. 

^^ A more determuied set of fellows never 

. hauled a bo^t up the Bass since the time of 

I good King Jatnes,'* replied the stranger. 

^^ And our Inen would not have been the last," 

he added with a sneer, ^* to have rendered their 

timely assistance to thie distressed crew of the 
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Euphrasia ; nor should Lady Julia L have 

been the last of the . passengers their praise* 
worthy exertions would hare, rescued from a 
watery grave,*' Henry laughed, 

*' Fool!" uttered in no very persuasive tone, 
was the courteous rejoinder of his companion^ 
who^ now that he happened to turn while pass- 
ing a lamp^ displayed the same fierce features 
which we have seen bending over the title- 
deeds of the Craigs^ by the light of the colliery 
lantern. " And, as for Fitz-Ullin/* he icon- 
tinned, ^* if he did not know 'his way to the 
bottom, he might have been shown it ! Con- 
found him ! If he had not given the order-to 
let go the anchor, in less than two mi- 
nutes no power could have saved the ship !" 
Both personages now proceeded in . silence 
along the street, till their figures were lost in 
the gloom of its further extremity. Not long, 
after the same two figures became visible. on 
the verge of the Salisbury Craigs, and finally. 
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disappeared around the brow of the hill, a little 
below Arthur's Seat, leaving the calm serenity 
of the scene unbroken by any living or moving 
object; while the distant villages, the bare 
hiUs, th^ waters of the Frith, the shipping in 
the roads, the deserted palace and ruined chapel, 
all slumbered silently in the clear moonshine 
of a summer night. And the city itself, so 
full of human life, where so many hearts and 
80 many pulses at the very moment beat, pre- 
sented an image as still and cold as though its 
piles of building, reflecting partial lights, and 
casting from their singularly irregular site gi- 
gantic shadows, were but the steep sides of so 
many masses pf solid rock. 
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CHAPraSR XXKVI. 

** Arise, tell him that came from the roaring* 
Of waters, that Innisfail gives his feast.'* 

Thb next day Titz-UIlin called at Lord L-^ — 's 
hotel. His lordship was out; Lady Oswald and 
Jtdia were in the drawing-room. Our herb's 
visit was short and formal ; on Ms return on 
boards he fomid a note from Lord L — ^— , con- 
taining an invitation to dinner, for that day. 
He hesitated, but finally he decided on going. 
His reception from Lord L and Lady Os- 

wald, was cordial; from Julia, embarrassed. 

After some general conversation. Lord L 

drew our hero towards a window, and opened 
the conference by speaking of the rescue of his 
daughter. Fitz-Ullin, in his turn, expressed 
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warmly the grateful afFeetion due by him to 

Lord L ahd his hmilf. This gave uatuve 

and heart to his maokier* 

Lord L' "^ ' was more delighted with him 
l^an ever ; and vfhile he so fdt^ unconsciously 
looked toward Julia. He accouilted^ hoti^ever, 
for so doing, by again ^e<^urriiig to the subjeet 
at her preservation from a fate of which he 
himself he said^ kiie\r not h^lf the horror tiff 
hte kst oonvQnalAm with his daughter. And' 
hia lofdship here mentioned^ in strong terms, 
the repognance evinced by AiMiK, to the ad^ 
dresses of he? coa^rir In faset^ it was to take an 
opportttiiity of impressing this p&iticular on hl» 
auditor, th^ Lord !#■ - ^ had drawn himasid«r. 
Then after r^iewihg with becoming ser iofUfnessy 
his repressions of gratefnl oUigation towards 
our hero^ hisknseMiipafdd^ witiblasi air of flM-^ 
santry, "WereIamo»«reh>Fie2*Ullin,I should 
say: ask what thou wilt, even unto the half of 
my kingdom, and I will give it thee ! '* Our hero. 
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instead of smiling^ as might have been ex- 
pected^ turned deadly pale. This, however, 

was oinperceived by Lord L , who, return-. 

ing towards the ladies arm in arm with Fitz^^ 
UUin^ stopped, perhaps unconscious of the 
iM^sociation of ideas which had guided his- 
steps before Julia, and, taking her hand kind->i 
ly, said, ^' I don't think, my cluld, you have> 
half thanked your preserver J'' She replied; 
by looking up in the face, first of her father, . 
imd then of Fitz-Ullin, with the gentlest and; 
sweetest expression possible. Yet, strange to; 
say, the immediate .eflFect on our hero wasi 
evidently painM. Dinner was announced at. 
the moment, and Lord Lr-^—,. making over 
the hand he stittheld to Fitz-Ullui, offered his 
own arm to Lady Oswald, and led her towards, 
the dining-room. The arrangement was quite > 
a matter of course, yet both Julia and our hero 
coloured. • . , ; 

When they had taken their places at the. 
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table^ Julia did not again venture to raise her 
eyes^ while the long fringes of the downcast, 
lids rested on cheeks from which a more than 
usual glow had not yet subsided. She hap- 
pened to be seated beneath a peculiarly bril- 
liant lamp^ and^ consequently^ in the ^ very, 
midst of a shower of beams ; so that the con- 
sciousness of want of shelter for the blushes 
already raised called up, each. moment, new. 
ones. The blaze of light streaming thiis oh. 
her coimtenance, shining on each of all the 
light and glossy ringlets, which floated in rich 
profusion around her shoulders, (such Was. 
then the fashion,) and reflected by the dazzling 
whiteness of her neck. and arms, rendered her 
altogether so bright a vision that any one who 
had sat in the dangerous vicinity might have 
found their eyes attracted in th^t direction. 
It was the voice of Lord L— — proposing 
some interesting question respecting the choice 
of soups,' which seemed to remind Fitz-Ullin 
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that his had been fixed on his fair neighbour 
longer than good breeding would have autho- 
rised. He had been picturing to himself^ in 
oontrast with the present, that hour of dark* 
ness and wild alarm, when tiiat same profu- 
sion of beautiftd hair that it now seemed 
dangerous but to. look upon, had hung dis- 
hevelled over ids own arm ; that Julia, now so 
bashful, so reserved, had clung to his side as 
though he were all that was dear to her on 
earth! 

Had such things been? * And ncfw was it, 
indeed^ the same being who sat beside him, 
all brightness, all attraction, yet unappi^oach- 
abk? 

During the evening, as there were no stran* 
gers present, the late 'extraordinary event 
formed the chief topic of conversation. Fitz- 
Ullin's manner, while the subject was being 
discussed, puzzled Lord L extremely. 

Fitz^UUin was now speaking, and seemingly 
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with effort ; his eyes the while fixed on the 
arrangement his own fingers were making oh 
the tea-table^ of the crumbs to which they had 
reduced a small bit of cake, accepted probably 
as unconsciously as nQW its pulverized par- 
ticles were formed into squares and circles. 
" He either,"' continued Lord L to him- 
self, ^^ is more interested tbaa, for scmie rea- 
son or other, he chooses should be known, or 
less so than, in common gratHnde to the 
family, and a natural f e^ng of regard towards 
the companion of his childhood, he ought to 
be \" What Lord L— -*- would have tliought 
of our hero cfaeiishlng a natural feeHng of 
regard for the companion of his cfaiii&ood had 
he continued the poor nanidiesB Edmund, he 
did not ask himself. TtTie next morning Lord 
L and his daughter left Ediilburgh. 
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CHAPTER XXXVn. 

«Hai1,ligbtoflDiiiirfaiir 
« SaDbeam of bemty, balll** 

Wb shall pass over Julia's reception at Lodore^ 
it was so exactly what might have been ex- 
pected* 

No one^ of course^ expressed^ in the pre- 
sence of Mrs. Montgomery^ their conviction of 
Henry's guilt. From the very strange account 
which our heroine gave of her adventures^ her 
hearers were disposed to suspect that^ in her 
terror^ she had mistaken a coal cellar f6r a 
coal pit. This^ however^ she declared could 
not be the case. But what traveller likes to 
have the most marvellous of their adventures 
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translated into mere^ conamon place^ vulgar 
accidents. 

Mr, Jackson, however, was of opinion that, 
making due allowance for the exaggerations 
of a terrified fancy, Julia might be nearly 
right ; as no more eflfectual places of conceal- 
ment could be devised, than the situations 
described by her; nor was there any class of 
people, among whom an unprincipled person, 
could more readily find agents suited to their 
purpose, than the wretches in whose hands she 
had unquestionably been. He thought it pro- 
bable, therefore, that something might be dis- 
covered by questioning, if riot directly, indi- 
rectly, all ports of persons connected with the 
neighbouring works; some might have been 
engaged in a service of the kind, whose abso- 
lute ignorance would render them liable, on 
being spoken with, to betray their employers 
unconsciously. 
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CHAPTER XXXVni. 

** Answer vague as this but confirms her guilt.** 

Thjb next day Lord L— --r axui.Mr. Jackson^ 
in pucsuance of the cfiaan of operations 8ug^ 
gotfted by tiie latter, net out^ al; a vTery early 
homr, for Wfaitehairea. 

Wli^n m .tfae vicinity of the ij&am, and in 
«ghtof a4aliiini^4tffirwt«esi7hiohj9l^^ apart 
of that road, theb ear» were aahited by Joud, 
coarfieku^ter,4dankiiq^«f chaing, and tsampr. 
ting df horsea. 

In afew m^aents a troop of mranted ecd- 
tiers began to make^their appearimee, em^gi^ 
hQm behin4 the twee. TJw gentlemen ,6<Mild 
immediately perceive tliat the party w»s headed 
by that far famed Amazon, called Jin* of the 
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Gins. Her costume aiijd whole appearance such 
as have already been described. With a counter- 
nance full of impudeat glee^ she was throwing 
occaaional looks and loud speeches behind 
her^ as^ with perfect ease^ she . s&t without 
saddle^ and guided with a bridle of rope, ap^ 
parently the same animal on which we have 
already seen her. Her companions Were, of 
course, not better mouated* They, indeed, 
chiefly rode in couples, a male and a femak 
on eaeh beast, and, not tmfrequently, seated 
bafik to back, with all their four heels goading 
the ribs of the but half-alive animal, to keep it 
in motion. 

Lord L and Mr* Jackson were by thie 

time close to them, and hi^ lordship, his coui>^ 
tenance expressly of much disgust, was just 
begiiming to gmde hi^reiti with a careful hand^ 
and measure his distances with a cautious eye,> 
for the- purpose of passing through this sooty 
train without soil, when the whole troop, clos« 
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ing round both gentlemen^ and whirling their 
hats in the air^ gave a loud cheer^ followed by 
sudden silence and a simultaneous grin^ which 
shewed at one flash the teeth of the whole 
party. The next moment^ seeming to perceire 
that they were not understood^ numerous voices 
uttered at once^ *' Some 'ot te drink— an ye 
please." 

Lord L y as soon as he could be got to 

comprehend^ complied with the request, and 
was passing on, amid three cheers louder than 
the former, when Mr. Jackson, addressing him 
in an under tone, said he felt inclined to 
have some conversation with those people, as it 
was not at all impossible that a seemingly care- 
less question might obtain some accidental clue 
to information. Lord L smiled incredu- 
lously, but checked his horse, and Mr. Jackson, 
adapting his language to his company, and 
addressing the man nearest him; said, '^ Have 
you had many people to see the Bottom lately ?" 
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The whole troop halted and wheeled, for they 
had just begun to move forward. Their intre- 
pid leader, finding herself, by this unexpected 
evolution, in the centre of her forces, placed 
the fore-feet of her beast on a mound of earth, 
to give herself a certain elevation above the 
rest, planted her arms a-kimbo, and assumed a 
listening attitude, ^^ I doon't na I's sure,'* re- 
plied the man spoken to. A second fellow 
here interposed with, ^^ It's no se lang sine Sir 
Sydney was doon wid '' 

" Hand yeer gab, ye feul V interrupted our 
Amazon, in a voice of authority. " Sir Sydney, 
indeed! Its lang enew sine Sir Sydney was 
doon ! He's no been on dry land for monny a 
day." 

^^ And pray," inquired Mr. Jackson, who 
remembered the mention he had once heard of 
the name from the lips of Henry, " who is Sir 
Sydney ?" 

"The best friend," replied the man who 
p2 
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had juBt been interrupted, ^^ the Bottom folk 
hay." 

. " No but a feller that's oot on bis mind,'* 
said Jin of the Gins, with a marked impatience, 
which she endeavoured to screen, by increasing 
boldness of deportment, and repeated kicks on 
the sides of her charger. He, however, was in 
no haste to move, and the man replied again : 
^^ He may be no just quite right ; bit he gives 
folk plenty te drink, for aw that !" 

^^ Out of his mind !'* repeated Mr. Jackson. 
^^ But did you not say, that the last time this 
Sir Sydney was down, he had gentlefolk with 
him?" Now, Mr. Jackson was quite aware, 
that the fellow had not yet said so. 

^^ Gentlefolk?" repeated the man, '^ whough 
aye : 'at was the ni^t 'at " 

Here he was again interrupted with a repe^ 
tition of, " Haud yeer gab, ye feul/' from Jin, 
who now speaking angrily, and addressing Mr. 
Jackson, said, with her large sooty a^ out- 
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stretched^ and pointing towards Whitehaven, 
^^ Gang yeer gate, and let us gang oors : we 
hey ney time te clatter nonsense aboot crazy 
folk!" 

Then, with a more determined eflfort than 
before, she forced the wretched animal she rode, 
to raise its unwilling head^ lift its ponderous 
hoofs, and, finally, urged by reiterated kicks 
and curses, to move forward. The renewfed 
clanking of the chains, that trailed on the 
ground on either side, duly accompanying her 
progress ; while the rest of the troop, deeming 
some mark of courtesy due to gentlemen who 
had given them money to drink, set up a part- 
ing cheer, as they followed in her track ; soon 
after which, they recommenced their own coarse 
jests, and loud laughter. 

Lord L( thought the sum of information 

obtained, did not amount to much. But Mr. 
Jackson reminded him that Sir Sydney was 
the appellation ascribed by Henry, many yeara 
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since^ to a very remarkable looking person^ 
whom he, Mr. Jackson, had seen in very fami- 
liar conversation with Henry. 

This certainly was a sort of clue ; aiid Jin's 
unwillingness to let the men speak, looked 
suspicious. It seemed highly probable that 
both Jin and Sir Sydney were agents of 
Henry's. 

The two gentlemen now proceeded to some 
of the overseers of the works, where they leamt 
that the person, called by the colliers and rab- 
ble of the Gins, Sir Sydney, was a madman 
who fancied the coal vessels the British fleet, 
and himself an admiral ; and who was thence 
called, in derision. Sir Sydney Smjrth. They 
next repaired to the magistrates, who, on hear- 
ing all the particulars, recommended that no 
alarm should be given, by any premature exa- 
mination of Jin of the Gins; but, that they 
should wait till the man, calling himself Sir 
Sydney^ should make his appearance, and 
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then apprehend him and all his associates 
together. 

This plan being approved of by all parties^ 
was adopted accordingly. 
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CHAPTER XXXrX. 

" Who bore the murdVing^ steel ? 

The arrow came not 

From the ranks of the foe, a nearer hand 
Hath win^d the shaft.** 

** The uprig^ht sentence struck npon his heart. 
And then sent forth a groan of agony." 

The Euphrasia was cruising off the French 
coast, when, one morning, Fitz-Ullin, who 
was walking the quarter-deck, discovered, 
what appeared to be a sail in shore. On 
using his glass, however, he perceived that 
there were two, the one a large privateer, the 
other a smaller vessel ahead, of which the 
privateer seemed to be in pursuit. He imme- 
diately issued orders to make all sail and give 
chace. In a little time the privateer was 
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within pistol-shot of the headmost ship, but, 
being closely pressed by the Euphrasia, she 
was obliged to content herself With the wanton 
ufiischief of firing one gun as she passed. 

She had hitherto been to windward of ^he 
frigate, she now bore away, with the evident 
intention of crossing her bows, when the 
wind, suddenly shifting, threw her all aback. 
The Euphrasia shortly after came up with her, 
upon which, seeing no further chance of es- 
cape, she slackened sail and fell almost along- 
side. While the crew of the Euphrasia were 
busily engaged tiSking in their sails, Fitz-Ullin, 
who WBs looking out for the lowering of the 
privateer's colours, -observed some of her men 
pointing a long twenty-four pounder, which 
was placed in the centre of their deck, and- 
which appeared to turn on a pivot. At first, 
he could scarcely believe that so useless a 
piece of cruelty could be intended; seeing 
them, however, actually about to apply the 
p 3 
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match^ he ordered the Bmall armed party of 
marines to fire ft volley into the midst of them. 
In a moment^ the feUows who had been em- 
ployed about the gun were swept away. This 
destructive piece of ordnance was afterwards 
found to be' loaded with buck shot^ old nails, 
and crooked pieces of iron. Had it been dis- 
charged from so short a distance, on the, just 
then, necessarily crowded decks of the frigate, 
the havoc must have been dreadful. 

The privateer was now boarded, and her 
Captain found to be too ill to leave his berth. 
This circumstance, however, was not attended 
with any inconvenience, as it would have been 
necessary, at any rate, to leave the Captain in 
the prize, to facilitate her condenmation. The 
rest of the crew,, with the exception of one 
black, for whose attendance the sick Captain 
sent an urgent petition, were taken on board 
the Euphrasia, and a proper complement of 
her men sent into the prize, with a midship- 
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man as prize master. By the time, however, 
that tiiese necessary arrangements were com- 
pleted, the aspect of the weather changed so 
much, that Fitz-Ullin judged it not prudent, 
under the possible circumstances, to entrust 
so considerable a prize to the. care. of a mid- 
shipman. Accordingly, at about ten o'clock 
at night, he sent Henry on. board, with orders 
to take the command, and forthwith sail for 
Plymouth. 

Henry finding from the midshipman whom 
he relieved, that every needful preparation was 
already made, went immediately to his cabin. 
He saw neither the sick captain nor his black, 
the first never having quitted his berth, and 
the second haying retired to his, two hours 
before, neither having any thing to do with 
the business of the ship. 

The breeze was brisk, and soon parted them 
many miles from the Euphrasia. . 

Henry had, as usual, heated his blood with 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



324' FIRST LOVE. 

wine at supper, and in consequeBce lay tossingr 
and lestlesfl. At length, however^ about twelve 
o'clock, he fell into a pertarbed slumber. 
Shortly after, he dreamed that he heard hi& 
cabin- door open softly. He started awake, 
and, notwithstanding the utter darkness, wma 
sensible that something moved, though noise- 
lessly, towards him. 

The next moment he feh a hand laid^ with 
the fingers spread open, on his shoulder, and 
passed from thence to his. breast, as if to ascer- 
tain bis exact position. He leaped up, grap« 
pled with the invisible intruder, and strove to 
seize the right arm, which, from its being 
greatly elevated above the head, he supposed 
to wield some deadly weapon. In the straggle 
they pushed through the doorway of the little 
cabin, into the outer one. Henry felt that, 
though the figure was tall, and in its propor- 
tions athletic, he was himself, he thought, the 
stronger, certainly the more elastic of the two. 
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Still, no effort he could make, could bend the 
right arm downwards. If he attempted to use 
both hands for the purpose, the left arm of his 
antagonist tightly encircled his waist, to the 
endangering of his footing j in so much that 
with his left he was obliged to dasp with equal 
closeness his invisible assailant. While they 
thus wrestled, locked in each other's embrace^ 
Henry, who had not had presence of mind, in- 
deed scarcely time, to do so sooner,. called out, 
" On deck there !" Afoot was heard coming 
below. The vigilance of Henry's attention 
was taken off for a second. The uplifted arm 
descended with the quickness of lightning, and 
a dagger was plunged, up to the hilt, in his 
side. He uttered a species of yell, leaped from 
the ground^ fell, and groaned heavily, mutter- 
ing from between his closing teeth : '^ Hell and 
the Devil, I am murdered I" 

*^ Henry !*^ exclaimed a well known voice, 
rendered terriUe by horror, amazement, and 
despair. 
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At this moment, the person who had been 
heard approaching, entered, carrying a dark 
lantern, which, while it left the intruder in 
shadow, threw a strong light on the form of 
Henry, writhitfg in agony on the ground; 
his coimtenance distorted, and his eyes still 
wide open. He turned them, as the light ^- 
peared, on the figure of his late violent assailant, 
now standing over him, horror-stricken and 
motionless. A frightful sort of smile divided 
the Kps of Henry ; the eyes fixed, a few con- 
vulsive movements of the limbs followed, and 
then, one fearful spasm, evidently the last, 
closed his mortal career. 

^^ It is my son !" said the murderer. 

The man who had just entered, paused and 
gazed on the scene before him, with an un- 
meaning stare. Placing the lantern, while he 
did so, under his arm, it glared its light up- 
Tnrds on his own countenance, which proved 
to be that of a peculiarly brutal looking black. 
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The balls of the eyes shone in the partial gleam^ 
and the thick turned-over lips^ bein^ spread by 
a horrible grin, displayed a wide range of glar- 
ing white teeth. 

It would have been difficult to have defined 
exactly the source of this wretch's grin ; for 
he was sufficiently in the secrets of his master 
to know that 'the murder of Henry could not 
have been intended. But, there was a demoniac 
glee at the sight of suffering and death ; and* 
surprise at the strange mistake, and curiosity 
to see what effect it would have on him most 
interested. The grin which those mixed feel- 
ings had produced, still remained on his face, 
and seemed to have been forgotten there, 
while stooging, and flaring the light across and 
across, over the prostrate figure of Henry, as 
if to ascertain that life was quite extinct, he 
said, as he raised himself and gave his head a 
knowing nod, ^^ We must not lose the ship 
for this though !'' 
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The aroused murderer snatched the lantern 
from him^ and flinging himself on his knees 
beside the corse^ held tihe light close to Henry's 
pale face : paused — shuddered — closed the eyes 
of the dead — ^then the lips^ which agony had 
left parted while the teeth were clenched ; laid 
the lantern on the ground^ tore open the breast 
of the shirty placed his hand on the heart, re- 
mained for some moments motionless, holding 
in his breath; then, perhaps unconsciously, 
heaved a sigh as deep and tremulous as though 
it had issued from the gentlest of bosoms, and 
proceeded to examine the wound. 

^* There are two ribs broken !" he mur- 
mured to himself, as he continued the scrutiny. 

"I was quite sure,*^ interposed the black, 
approaching a step, ^^ that the midshipman I 
told you of, was our prize-master : I saw no 
other ojficer come aboard of us. It was your 
own order, that I should tUrn in, and keep clear 
of the men, and seem to take no concern in 
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what was going on, till after the first watch was. 
relieved, and then tp be sure to come on deck, 
and keep near the cabin-door/' 

^^ Damnation J Damnation! Damnation!*' 
muttered the still kneeling murderer, without 
idthdrawing his eyes from the face of the corse, 
and grinding, as it were, each utterance of the. 
word beneath his clenched teeth, ere he 'suf- 
fered it to pass. Then, starting up, he has- 
tened on deck, (followed by the black,) strode 
towards the steersman, held a pistol to his 
head, and swearing he would blow his brains 
out if he made the slightest resistance, tied him 
down with cords. The same threat was used 
by th^ black, to the man who had the look- 
out, and whom they also tied. The desperate 
pair of ruffians then proceeded to the hatch- 
ways which they had previously fastened down, 
and ordering the remainder of the crew to 
come up, one by one, bound each, as he ^- 
peared, with the exception of two foreigners, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



330 FIRST LOVS. 

who volunteered to assist them in taking the 
ship into a French harbour. 

They then altered the course of the thus 
recovered prize^ and stood towards Brest. 

The storm which Fitz-Ullin had foreseen, 
had been for some time gradually rising; it 
soon became so high as to render the privateer 
with so few efficient hands^ very unmanageable ; 
there was also distant thunder, and occasional 
flashes of lightning. The wind, however, 
bemg favourable for the French coast, they 
allowed the vessel to drive before it, and seemed 
resolved t6 perish rather than yield to their 
prisoners; for this, from the superiority in 
numbers of the latter, must have been the 
alternative, had they let them loose to obtain 
their assistance. 

After some hours, but while it was still quite 
dark, they ran foul of another ve^el. On board 
both ships, some moments of the most awfiil 
suspense followed: neither crew could be at 
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first aware, what degree of injury their vessel 
had sustained ; nor was it immediately possi- 
ble, in consequence of the darkness, to ascer- 
tain whether their dangerously near neighbour 
were friend or foe. They were endeavouring, 
through the din of the elements, to hail each 

• other, when a peculiarly vivid flash of light- 
ning struck and shattered the upper half of 
the main-mast of the privateer, while the lower 
part of the mast continued standing, but took 
fire and instantly became a blazing torch of 
gigantic dimensions, illuminating, from end to 
end, with perfect distinctness, the decks of both 
vessels. That of the frigate presented the 
usual crowd and bustle attendant on the cir- 
cumstances; while that of the privateer was 
nearly desolate, rendering the more remarkable 

, the figure of the murderer and that of his black 
assistant, standing in the glare of the burning 
mast, and, with looks of dismay, recognising 
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in th6 vessel alongside of which their own lay, 
their late captor, the Euphrasia. 

The privateer could offer no resistance : she 
was of course retaken. It would be difficult to 
describe the horror of those who now boarded 
the thus twice captured prize, on finding what 
had happened, and discovering the body of 
Henry. Still less would it be possible to paint 
the feelings of Fitz*UlIin, when the account of 
the miu'der was brought to him. 

The Euphrasia having received some injury, 
(being lying-to when the privateer ran on 
board of her,) a homeward course became de- 
sirable. As soon, therefore, as wind and wea*- 
ther would permit, Fitz-Ullin took Henry's 
body on board, and proceeded to Plymouth. 
From thence he instantly wrote to Mr. Jack- 
son with the melancholy intelligence, that he 
might break it to the family with proper cau- 
tion. 
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The prize, which was very valuable, was also 
brought safe into port, the burning mast having 
been extinguished in time to prevent the spread- 
i|ig of the fire. 

Having sent the murderers to Exeter gaol to 
be tried for their lives at the assizes, which wer^ 
to commence in a day or two, and made what- 
ever arrangements the duties of the service 
required, Fitz-UUin set out for Lodore^ whi- 
ther, according to instructioi^s received from 
Mr. Jackson, he gave orders to have the body 
of Henry conveyed. So contradictory and un- 
searchable are often the movements of the hu^ 
man heart, that, melancholy as were these 
duties, it is certain that our hero performed 
them Mrith an activity and energy of spirit, to 
which he had long been a stranger. Whether 
it was, that tired of his self-imposed banish- 
ment, he was glad of even this mournful ex- 
cuse, to renew the affectionate intercourse of 
early life with a family so long and so justly 
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regarded^ by offering his services on the pre- 
sent occasion^ and giving his necessary assist- 
ance in prosecuting the murderers to convic- 
tion; or, whether any other, and more mys- 
terious springs of thought and feeling were set 
in motion, it would be difficult to determine. 

However this was, in a few days after his 
landing, he was to be seen, with a countenance 
of seriousness, certainly, but liot of despair, 
leaning back in a travelling carriage which 
rolled along the north road as fast as the 
united strength of four good horses could give 
the impetus of motion to its wheels. 

He arrived at Keswick, drove through it, and 
shortly after a turning in the road presented 
Lodore House to his view. 
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CHAPTER XL. 

" Lovely passM the light of joy o*er thy face, 
Comala ! But there— like the faint beam of 
The showV, 'tis fled !" 

With an almost involuntary movement he put 
an arm out the window, opened the door him- 
self, kicked the steps half down, leaped over 
them, and, either without waiting for, or with- 
out remembering Arthur, crossed the lawn on 
foot and alone ; while the carriage, its door 
flapping, its steps hanging, and its master 
missing, took the usual course, and drove up 
to the principal entrance. 

No sooner had our hero passed the thresh- 
hold of the half- open glass door, which had thus 
attracted him, than he beheld Julia, She was 
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alone^ dressed^ of course, in mourning, and 
seated at a table oyer which she stooped, in the 
act of writing or drawing. He stood ; she 
looked up. An expression of pleasure spark- 
led for a moment in her eyes. 

Julia, in the hurry of the moment, pro- 
nounced the name of Edmund. She had not 
seen Fitz-UIlin at Lodore since other names 
and titles had been added to that which was 
associated in her feelings, with the scenes and 
remembrances . of childhood. He too pro- 
nounced her name, as, with visible agitation, he 
took the band of welcome she held out. After 
thus naming each other, however, neither spoke 
again; while he examined her countenance 
with an earnestness, which at first pained, and 
at last offended her. 

"Julia! Julia!'' he at length said. Then 
burying his face in both his hands, against the 
arm of a sofa on which he flung himself, he 
added: "we are alone?" After a consider- 
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aide pause he looked up ; Julia^ to hide the con* 
fusion occasioned by so strange an address^ 
was stooping to caress a <dog of Fitz-UIliu's> 
whichj since its first entrance^ had been inipor« 
tuning for notice. Our hero, with a bitter 
smile^ arode and walked towards a window. 

"Surely,*^ he murmured to himself, ^^ I need 
not wish— I need not de&ire-— yet — ^nothing—* 
nothing short of infatuation- could extenu- 
ate—'' 

TheentrasiceofLordL — ^— , followed shortly 
by Frances, and soon after by Lady Oswald, 
who was now on a visit at Lodore, put an end 
to this strange interview. The dreadful occur- 
rence of the murder was fredi in the minds of 
all. The subject was entered upon immediately : 
they spoke of how severely Mrs. Montgomery 
had felt the shock. Particulars were minutely 
enquired into by Lord h » ' ■, and many com- 
ments made by eacb in turn. Julia, indeed,' 
said the least ; for she found tJiat^ whenever she 
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spoke^ Fitz-UUm watched ^wtry word that fdl 
from her lips^ with a kind of M1;aiti<m which 
was diBtressing^ )U9 wril as embarrassii^, and 
she shottiy therefore qmtted the room. Fran- 
ces^ who had done so before^ now returned 
with a message from her grandmamma, re^ 
questmg that FitK*-Ullin would go to her^ as 
she was nnable to leave her own apartment. 

On obeying the summons he had recrived^ 
Fitz-UIlin found his kind old friend sitting up 
in her bed^ and Mr. Jackson ttnd Julia with 
her^ endeavoiBiiig to compose her spfaits. 

She was greatly afifected on -sedng I^- 
Ullin^ and shed tears^ whkh she had not T)e» 
fore done; for there was^ she sadd^ a hxfrr<j^ 
mingled with her sorrow for Kenry^ whidi 
would not su£^ her to weep. She feared that 
he had died without a just sense of Fsli^oft. 
Fitz-Ullin said^ with «ome hesitaticn^ that he 
had latterly possessed much of Henry's eon* 
fidence^ and that he had reason to believe that 
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he had fixed his hopes of happiness^ (in this 
life at leastj) where no ungentle feeling could 
find a place — ^where, indeed^ scarcely a temp- 
tation to err eoidd hnve jroacbed him, and 
where the purest Christian principles would 
have been daily cultivated by the hand of 
domestic affection; and that such ties, he 
should hope^ . no msm w<^d voiuntarily seek 
while he continued to be the sport of unfixed 
Qpinions, or the slave of isregular habits. 
Julia and Fitz^UlUn idft Mrs. Montgomery's 
room together. As soon as he had closed thp 
door, he stopped shodb, took one jof her hands 
m both of his, and lodiad full dn her face with 
an e9q>fe8sioQ of tender, or rather kin^y en- 
quiry, for there ma^A no pnflMmpjbion in bis 
maimer. He pronouiified iier^3fime,.then paus«* 
ed. She wft his sarutuodeing gaze with a 
eGttnt6nanoe,:first of-surprkie, aiid, finally, dis* 
pleasiure, wi&dfew her .hand, and, without 
speaking, preceded him to the drawing-room. ' 
q2 
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CHAPTER XLI. 

^ ThoQ itandeit cliar;*d 

With nmrdar, monatroat and deliberate !'* 

Ths next day the papers were filled with an 
account of the trial of the murderers of Mr. 
Henry St. Aubin. The murder was proved ; 
yet^ strange to say^ the murderers were ac- 
quitted* 

The Captain of the privateer spoke his own 
defence. He was^ he said, a Frenchman fight- 
ing for his country. He was not, even by the 
laws of war, a prisoner j for he had not lowered 
his colours. He had as good a right to recover, 
possession of his ship as the English had in 
the first instance to capture her ; and if lives^ 
were lost in the struggle, it was but the fate of 
war. 
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This defence was admitte^^ and the midnight 
murderer of his own son acquitted by the blind- 
ness of mortal judgment* 

The papers proceeded to state that the mur- 
derers having been remanded for a fresh trial 
on fresh charges^ the principal was found the 
next morning alone in the prison with his 
brains beat out. The black had made his escape* 
.The particulars were supposed to be as follows : 
The villains had firsts it would appear^ by their 
united strength^ forced a bai: of their window. 
'Prom the bloody appearance at one end of 
the heavy iron weapon thus obtained^ and 
tiie battered state of the head of the privateer 
captain^ it was quite evident that the black had 
used the bar to knock down and murder his 
master ; whom^ as the wretch was his inferior 
in strength, he must have taken unawares. A 
large wound on the.back of the head of the de- 
ceased, strengthened this opinion. It was sup- 
posed that the black^s motive for committing 
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this crime, nmst hard bt^n Ma knowledge of 
where to hty hit hands on the iH-gottea wealth 
of his master^ of which he hoped thus to ohtain 
tuidifiturbed pdmiesdioft. The papers fiirther 
stated, as the feaeoft why the prisonera had 
been remanded, that the magistrates had had 
information respecting the privateer captain 
ihaving been largely concerned both with pirates 
and smugglers on rarions parts of the coast. 
One very suspicious circumstance was, they 
ascertained^ cteariy proved, namely, his iden^ 
thy as the individual wh^ bad 6>r so numy 
years imposed on the inhabitants of White- 
haven and its vicinity^ by passing for a mad^ 
man, and calling bimself Sir Sydney dmytb. 
Th^ very nature of the derai^em^t he lims 
feigned aiCorded a pretext for lounging about 
the quays and the coast at all hours^ On read- 
ing this paragraph, Lord tr--^*^ and Mr, Jack* 
son exchanged looks. 
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CHAPTER XLn. 



. << Near some fen riiaJI my naauleM tonb be Men: 
It shall arise without song. My lone spirit. 
Wrapped in nust^ shall sail o^er the reedy pool. 
And neyer on their clouds with heroes Join.** 

Tkb body (rf Heojry awlved^ The 4ay of tibo 
fimeml eaine^ atnd passed. Still the silence of 
ntz-UlUn towards Julia continued^ and her's 
towards him was equally remarkable. Not 
that he now ayoided her, aa he had done ojl 
board the Euf^aaia ; on the contrary, he rather 
sought to be near her ; but his close attention 
to all she said or did, seemed a sort of scru- 
tiny, and gave her more pain than pleasure. 
He now indeed appeared even to court oeca* 
sions of being alone with her ; yet, when such 
did Qpcur, he spoke little, i^d on indifferent 
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Bubjects^ and maintained the air of one who 
expected some commmiication to be made to 
him. While Julia met his strange manner 
with a studied coldness of deportment^ which 
seemed to forbid all recurrence to the past, 
the ungenerous determination he appeared to 
have formed of reading her hearty whilst he 
refrained from entitling himself to do so^ at 
length aroused her to self-defence at least, if 
not to in^gnation. She was weary of the in- 
waid humiliation of feeling, that her heart 
beat responsive to every alternation of his 
manner ; that the tone of his voice, the turn 
of his eye, could make her happy or npiiserahle. 
Yet, was she still weak enough to be less posi* 
tively wretched than she would else have been, 
from the idea that, unworthy and impertinent 
as his conduct appeared, she could not be quite 
an object of indifference to him, or he would 
not study her as he did. He did not watch 
every look^ every word when Frances 8poke> 
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or was spoken to. The subject^ however^ was 
one on which she now shrank firom speaking, 
even to Frances ; and one on which that kind 
and considerate sister felt tiiat, it would be as 
indelicate as useless to speak to her. Frances 
did certainly more than once observe, with a 
warmth which Julia but too well understood, 
how disagreeable rank and fortune had made 

Edmund,; with his Lady Julia L , and 

Lady Frances L , adding, "I declare I am 

aomelimes going to laugh, only I am so angry 
I could ahnost cry; it does seem so ridicu- 
kmsr 
While Julia's manners were such as we have 

described, in tiiose of Lord L there was 

a daily increasing haughtiness, and in his po- 
liteness an attention to forms, calculated to 
remind a guest that he was not at home. 
Frances, too, though still friendly, was less a 
sister than formerly. Fitz-UUin seemed to feel 
all this, for he began to talk of leaving Lodore, 
a3 
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thoiigii the EuphrtttiA wng not ready for sea. 
Mrs. MoDtgomerj, ilideed| was stHl kind, and, 
wbik he sat at her bed-side, she would still caU 
him Edmund, look amdoudy in his tace, shake 
her bead, and tell him he was not happy. She 
would then rally him about Lady Susan ; call- 
ing the affair his boyish disappointment. Then 
she would widi he could make a second choice, 
tad giveher the joy of seeinig him happy before 
she died. 

A secret association of ideas in the.good old 
lady's mind, would lead her to talk, very soon 
after, of Julia. 

On such occasions Fitz-^|Jllin'a colour would 
eome and go 5 yet, even with this affectionate 
friend, be Continued silent. At length his 
spirits becoming evidently more depressed, 
be announced his determination of taking 
his departure immediately, as he wished, he 
ittid, to visit Ayrshire before the Euphrasia 
was ready for sea, that he might make one 
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more effort on behalf of Arthur^ though with 
scarcely a hope of success ; Lady Oswald hav- 
ing already made every exertion. But, young 
Oswald having no title to show^ it was found 
impossible to. disturb . the present possessors. 
If, however, the title-deeds could be found, it 
was the opinion of counsel, that there would be 
no dififtculty in recovering the property, as the 
papers theiQjselv^s would «bew (wbat wa^ well 
known, though it could not b# legaUy proved^)' 
that Sir Archibald had no power to dispose of 
more than his life interest in.tbte ^ft^tes. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



348 



CHAPTER XLin. 

•■When the wiirs at enmity with the taik befon w, we lere 
lo dally in perfonnanoe.^ 

Fitz*Ullin was now on the point of quitting 
Lodore. .Yet he lingered. There seemed to 
be something that he wished' to say^ or do^ be- 
fore he went; still he did nothing, and said 
little. At length, finding Julia one morning 
alone in the library, he took a seat beside her. 
She trembled visibly ; yet were her feelings not 
altogether painful : there was a strange miicture 
of hope. He remained for a long time silent^ 
either mastering some emotion, or considering 
how to conmience. ** Julia," he at last said, 
for, in his agitation^ he forgot the title ; ^ do 
not mistake me ! do not suppose that Imean 
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to speak of myself^ or of my own feelings ; I 
am too well aware what yours have been^ to 
be guilty of conduct so indelicate. Have been, 
did I say ? rather, what I must suppose they 
still are, though you have, Julia, so well, so 
wonderfully maintained the struggle, so suc- 
cessfully concealed every emotion. But surely, 
those sentiments, however tenderly cherished 
their secret remembrance may be, and I con- 
fess, though such a declaration from me may 
seem strange, I confess that, even I, who have 
bad so much cause to mourn that ever they 
found a place in your bosom, even I should 
not like to see you capable of the levity, of 
casting them thence in a moment. But, as I 
was about to say, surely they need not deprive 
me of that sisterly regard, that calm, unim- 
passioned friendship, which is all I ask ; and 
which you have even so often promised me 
should be mine for ever. If I, too, must resign 
jBvery warmer feeling, need I be deprived^ also, 
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of this Bweet solace^ without which the boiden 
of existence is intolerable ! Julia, you look 
shocked^ you look offended. I had not dared 
to have entered on such a topic— butr-bn^— 
your surprising 8elf«c(nnniand deceived me s I 
thought you could have borne it better. And*^ 
and — ^I did suppose, that the Inttemess of my 
own disappointed herpes migl^ have been tome 
apology ; that — I might have been heard, with 
pity, at least.'* 

'^Is he mad?" thought Julia. ^^Doea he 
deem it necestsary to apolo^se to me, because 
his lingering love for another wStt not suffer 
him to offer me more than friendship ? And 
does he, can he mean to teU me ta my faoe, 
that he has long seen my weak, wretched, 
mean devotion to himsetf^ yet cannot retixni 
it ? And, therefore, he would school me into 
moderating my attachment for him — ^rendering 
it of a calmer — ^nay — ^a less impassioned naturei 
Good heavens, is it come to this ?*' 
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With these thoughts passing rapidly through 
her mind^ she had risen from her seat while he 
was yet apeakii^. She now stood^ for a few 
moments, nioti<mless> and covered with bump- 
ing blushes; th^, clasping her hands and 
lifting her eyes to heaven^ but without suffer- 
ing them, for an instant, to meet Fitz-UIlin's, 
she turned, and fled the room. 

Arrived in her own, shg sat down, unable 
even to think ! A summons to dinner was the- 
first thing that aroused her, (though two full 
hours had elapsed). It found her cold, and 
pale ; while her eyes were so disfigured by the 
traces of tears, she had been long uncon- 
sciously shedding, that she was obliged to ex- 
cuse herself from appearing at dinner. 

When she was next in company with Fitz*^ 
Ullin, which was, of necessity, that evening, 
she carefully avoided meeting his eyes, keep- 
ing her own always on the ground. She never 
addressed him; when he addressed her, she 
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answered, without looking iip> and by mono- 
syllables pronounced in a voice scarcely audible, 
and immediately spoke to some one else. Fitz- 
Ullin seemed conscious that he had committed 
some error; for more than cmce in the course 
of the evening, he found an opportunity when 
none were near, to entreat her pardon in a low, 
hurried tone. He received neither word nor 
look in reply. 
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CHAPTER XLIV. 

« How thy cheek 

Doth yary ! But now^ with feveriflh glow 
It burnt, kindling^ as thou spakesty and now 
White, and cold, it glistens in thy damp tears. 
Like the pale lily in the morning^ dew. 
Oh ! shake not thus my sool, Comala P* 

« Tomorrow, at sunrise ! so soon, so soon ?** 

The next dayFitz-Ullin found it impossible 
to be a moment alone with Julia. She fled all 
such occasions^ with a species of terror, which 
astonished him. In the evening he met her 
suddenly in the shrubbery. 

** What can I have done, Julia?'* he said, 
snatching the tremulous hand with which she 
was hastily endeavouring to open a little paling 
gate for the purpose of turning into another 
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walk^ evidently to avoid him. ^^ Am I no 
longer that Edmund whom you have honoured 
with the name of brother^ since — since before 
you could pronounce the word distinctly ? Or 
can I be expected to forget, entirely, that you 
are still the same Julia, the same dearest, best 
beloved objeet of my earliest^ and fondest affec- 
tions ! — '* He stopped short suddenly, as 
though' he had been betrayed into expressions 
he had not meant to use* Julia's Iqi trembled, 
her eyes ifrere fixed on the ground, and every 
feature convulsed by efforts to restrain her tears. 
^^ I see I am but adding to my ofi^ce,'' he 
recommenced,. ^^ I but seem to you to insult 
feelings which ought now to be sacred ; wilh. 
which, jrou think, and justly, I oi:^ht not, on 
the strength of my knowledge of them, to trifle : 
nor do I, heaven knows, entertain such a 
thought ! But, what have I done ? why must 
I be denied your friradship } the continuation 
of your confidence > Do not mistake me! 
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Mine, Julia, mine are, I repeat it, but the claims 
of a brother/* 

Julia's colour rose, ^^ For heaven's sake, 
what do you mean ? what do you dare to mean ? ' ' 
she exclaimed, and wrenching her hand from 
him, without waiting his reply, she hastened 
to the bouse* He attempted to follow; but 
she waved to him, to remaih where he was. 
That ewomgf JuUa avoided him n^vre than 
ever; and with an expression, too, on her 
countenance, of less gentle displeasure than she 
had ever before evinced. When she was leaving 
the supper room^ he added to his good night, 
^^' I am going to-morrow; eariy, very early;" 
extending, at the same time, a hand to each of 
the sisters. 

These words arrested the step of Julia for a 
moment. She yielded a trembling hand, and 
attempted to utter a good night. 
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CHAPTER XLV, 

« A moment the snii lAood on the mountains ; 
The miato of the night he roUM ftom their nidei^ 
BlaiM, and ascended the heavens.*' 

«< Yea— jea— It is the form of FhigaU !— Now 
The bUwt rolhi it together— gradual 
Vanish Ins stately limbs, and mingle with 
The mountain mist.** 

In the morning Julia stole from the side of 
Frances^ at a very e^rly hour^ and seated her- 
self near a window. For a time all was still. 
At length she heard a step in the hall, then a 
gentle tap at a^ not very distant^ room door ; 
then^ the well known voice of Fitz-UUin 
answering from within with that urbanity of 
tone for which he was so remarkable^ the ser- 
vant who had told him the hour. This was 
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followed by various slight noises; then the 
wheels of a carriage on the gravel beneath her 
window; then Fitz-UlUn's step, quitting his 
apartment, and crossing the hall ; then the clag 
of the carriage-door, followed immediately by 
the somid of the wheels again, but in quicker 
motion than before. She now saw Fitz- Ullin's 
travelling carriage drive away.* As it turned, 
in doing so, she caught, through a screen, of 
jessamine, which, overgrowing her window, con- 
cealed her, one momentary view of the counte- 
nance of our hero. It was very pale, and he was 
looking towards the very window so screened, 
with a settled melancholy of expression, which 
seemed to convey to Julia's heart a presenti- 
ment that they should never meet again. 

She had maintained all this time an un- 
natural degree of composure; a passion of 
tears now came to her relief. Till being re- 
minded by a slight movement of Frances, 
that, should her sister awake and speak to 
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her^ all reseiTe miuty ate {eh, henceforward 
be at an end, and a oontemptiUe weakness^ 
for winch ehe heartily despised heraetf, he 
thufi exposed, die detenmned io 9teal out 
softly to the br^Jclast rdraoi, whore, throwing 
hendf on a sofa, she lay in all the listlessnefis 
of deq>ondeBey for an hour and half, at the 
end of which time she was aroused by the 
sound of a carriage dirriag up to the door. 
Her heart palpitated Tidently. ^What f^n 
haye faronght him bade V she thought. She 
heard a bustle in the hall, and one of the men 
servants' voices calling to Alice, and enquiring 
if Lady JuHa was up yet Shortly zSter, steps 
approached the door of the break&st rooiee^ it 
opened. 
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CHAPTER XLVI. 

** Her moist ey« turned towards 

Lena's heath : She listenM to the mstling^ blast 
For the tread of Pingalf. She heard my steps 
Approaehiiig; joy arose in her fiMse; 
8at soiraw returned like a Tajpouiy cloud 
Spread o^er the moo% when we see it's form still, 
But without its brightness.*' 

GiyvnstLimo, carrying a small box and parcel^ 
was ushered in by Alice. Neyer did our -old 
acquaintance meet wi& ^ reception eo little 
con&al from Julia. Siie liad fully -^pected 
to see Fitz*Ullin enter^ and^ possesBed with 
that idea^ had sprung from tiie sofa^ placed 
herself atatable, flung open a large Tolume 
before her^ and arranged the eiqiression of 
her covmtenance, for the purpose of meeting 
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him with proper dignity. The bows and 
smiles^ therefore^ of the little pedlar but 
poorly compensated for her disappointment. 

Unwdcomedy he approached and lud down 
the box and parcel. The latter^ on having 
the silk handkerchief in which it was ti^ 
removed^ and coming in contact with the 
table, resolved itself into numerous loose let- 
ters^ which, escaping from the piece of red 
tape that once had confined them, spread 
themselves before the eyes of our heroine. 
They were evidently old ones, many of them 
being much discoloured and abused, and the 
seals^ seemingly, of all broken. 

Gotterimo, with an air of mingled mystery 
and self-gratulation, said^ f^Dis be your lady- 
ship box of de fine ting. I have show it to 
de captain, (nice gentleman is de captain !) 
I vos bring it to your ladyship vid dese letters, 
for dis reason, dat von of dem be direct to 
you ladyship* So I have told him, but he no 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



FIRST LOVB. 361 

look. He desire me no show dem to.him^ 
not odder person but you ladyship^ because de 
be vid you ladyship box^ and so de must be^ 
long you ladyship.'^ 

Julia «aw^ by a single glance at the box^ 
that it was that which had contained her 
jewels^ and which had been taken out of her 
room on the memorable eyenmg that she had 
been carried away from Lodore House. ^^It 
is certamly my box/' she said^ ''but where 
in the world did you find it, Mr. Gotterimo ?*' 

^' I have got all dese tings, madam, in a vey 
dat be var strange. I yil just take to mineself 
d^ liberty to tell you ladyship, if it be not von 
great trouble, fen you listen/' 

'' Oh no,'' said Julia, '' pray, how was 
it?" 

" You see, madam," he comjnenoed, '' I am 
now, tank to you ladyship and you good fa- 
mily, do var veil in de vorld. I have got, you 
see, de big shop dat be debri>ker shop, so vel 

VOL. iiu B 
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a3 mine preltjr Uttte .-shop fof de jEme ting. Sp^. 
ftt de prke agent pepple be aelling de: pro* 
perty out of de big privateer ship^.I did gp^to 
buy de bai^^. And so I do buy^Tid qdd^. 
tiogf^ de vou big ehegt^ var cheep ; and I vos 
link, T<m day^.to make. mi«e chest var dean,; 
and I jump in. min^ielf^and. up. jump, de toa. 
bottom, and .in beitweeii rde two.bMOJbtoi^ vos ,dis - 
little box. So, fen I did open de little box, I 
see in it all de fine ting bekmg you l^y9hip« . 
Oh, dedid look eapretty^ allin dere owa place^i 
sbming-l demake m^.tinkJ(donot^. b&^angry, 
madam^ I. shake mine head, BO:dat de tought 
might not come; but de- tought- vos coming, 
vidout my leave) how mudi anoi^ey devould 
sett for*. But I say to mysdi, no, Gotterimo, 
de be de fine ting of de lady dat be so gooi to 
nie; so I vill take dem to her^jnyself^ She 
have pay.for dem befdre, aiad she saU ha»e dem 
novvfor nottin.'* 
Julia's, hand^ meantime, had ptesed l^tiiy.r 
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over the loose heap of letters that lay on tiie 
table before her. As they slid aside at her 
touch, her eye had been caught by the hand- 
writing in which one, addressed to herself was 
directed. Her colour had fled, and returned of 
a deeper dye^ in ahnost the same tnmnent. 



»3 
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CHAPTER XLVII. 

** Is this soft hand thy answer ? or that look. 
Which, though so soon withdrawn, too gentle seemM 
For harsh denial*s herald ^ or that Unsh 
Which now, o'er thy snowy beauty spreading. 
Heightens all thy loyeUness!*' 

*' And when those gentle eyes, thus raisM to mine. 
Melt in niy ardent gaze ; yet willing not 
With haste ungracious to reproye my lore, 
A moment tremble ere they fhll again ; 
Oh, His a feeling not of earth ! *tis one 
Which man's experience hath not taught him how 
To shape in words.** 

Shb had opened the letter, was reading, and 
had become so much absorbed, that she had not 
only ceased to hear what Gotterimo said, but 
was no longer conscious even of his presence. 
He began to perceive this, and with instinctive 
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)>oliteness^ though with a feeling of much dis«^ 
appointment^ first became silent^ and then^ 
fearing he might be troublesome, after fidget- 
ing a little, and coughing once or twice, left 
the room. 

Julia, without perceiving his departure, con- 
tinued reading till she < had twice begun and 
twice finished the letter. Then, laying it open 
on her bosom, and crossing her hands upon 
it, she raised her {streaming eyes to heaven. 
The door from the library opened : she with- 
drew her eyes from their upward gaze, and 
they rested on Fitz-Ullin. *^ Oh, Edmund P' 
she exclaimed, and hastily presenting the let- 
" ter to him, she covered her face with both he^ 
bands, and leaned on the table. Fitz-Ullin 
glanced at the open letter, and found it to be 
one whicb he himself had written to our he- 
roine above a year before. 

'' Why, Julia," he said, " should this letter, 
which you have replied to so fully, so decided- 
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ly^ and so long iince^ now seem to surprise or 
agitate you ?"' 

*' I never replied to it ! I never received it \ 
I never saw it till this moment !*' said Julia. 

« What, Julia V exclaimed Fitz-UUin, suik- 
ing on one knee beside her, and drawing both 
her hands, from before her fiice, ^^ do you in* 
deed tell me that you have not, in reply to 
that letter, rejected the heart and hand it 
offers ?<— -rejected them, too, on the plea of a 
prior and iong cherished attadunent to an- 
other, that, other-r-the unfortunate Henry St. 
Auhin r 

*' Oh, never ! never !" exclumed Julia, with 
A fervour, of. manner, tone of voice, and ex- 
pression of countenance, which carried at once 
conviction and happiness to the heart of Ed- 
mund. That look, that manner, nd^ only said^ 
^* I have not rejected,** they also said, " I wxU 
ticcept V Fitz-Ullin gazed upon her for some 
pioments in the silence of powerful emotion* 
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^'^ Julia/' he said/ at length, in a voice scaw^e- 
ly audiUe, '* what a load of misery you hAve 
• removed from my heart ! ** 

s She returned' the pressure of his band with- 
^out jafiFectation of te^erve; but without the 
''pbwer to speak. ** Helens/' he continued, 
-after a short pause, ** thalt horrible certainty 
in which 6very sense has been spell-bound for 
the last twelve months of Wretchedness, was 
-then but a dream ! Oh, Julia, how gladly do 
i awake from it!'* Their eye^ met as he 
spoke ; nor were hers immediately withdrawn, 
though their lids tt^mbled beneath the ardour 
of his gaze. The Julia and Edtnund of former 
4ays seemed suddenly restored to each other 
after a long, long separation : each seemed to 
read the heart of the other, each Wondered 
that they could have doubted the truth of the 
other. Both had been silent for some thne. 
'* Jhilia," said Fitz-UUin, at length, in a low> 
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entreating voice^ recollecting, though it must 
be confessed, without much alarm, that JuUa, 
though she had denied having rejected him, 
had not yet said one word about accepting 
him, '^ how can I trust to the presumptuous 
hopes with which my heart now throbs — ^how 
can I dare to be thus happy till you have pror 
nounced my fate, till you have actually smd 
that you will be mine !" Julia replied only by 
a look, ** I may then,*^ said Fitz-Ullin, in 

a low whisper, ^* speak to Lord L y ais 

authorised by you ? " 

Julia breathed a very inaudible sort of a yes ; 
and Fitz-Ullin, who, to hear the important 
monosyllable, had been obliged to venture his 
face into a very dangerous neighbourhood, ex^ 
pressed his delighted gratitude. by as many 
demonstrations of the feelings that said little 
word of mighty consequences had inspired, as 
he dare well evince ; but, as to what exactly 
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he said or did on the occasion^ it is by no 
means necessary to the development of our 
narrative to record. 

Julia no longer venturing to look up^ her 
eyes rested^ as a sort of excuse for looking 
down, on the open, letter, which, having es- 
caped from Fitz-UlKn's hand, now lay on her 
knee. As she dwelt on the expressions it 
contained of passionate tenderness dictated by 
the pure enthusiasm of a First Love, the har^- 
rowing descriptions of poor Edmund's strug-^ 
gles with his own heart, while he had believed 
himself an obscure and nameless being alto- 
gether unworthy of her, her tears flowed si- 
lently, except that such was the stillness of all 
else, that the fall of each on the paper might 
be distinctly heard. Fitz-Ullin watched her 
with inexpressible delight^ fearing to breathe, 
lest he should interrupt her* At length, tempt-* 
ed by the tear, or the smile^ or both, to see 
b3 
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what parts of hb letter so much affiecled her^ 
iie approached his face nearer the.paper^ (for 
he was still kneeling^) and Bead with her, add- 
.iflg empluMis to each tender expression by a 
gtPi(tle pressmre of. one^ or both the hands he 
still held. 

'' When did you write this letter, £dmund?'' 
.she at ki^^ asked. 

<* On the Tery day," he replied, "on which 
I .'became acquainted with my birth, when poor 
Ormond's rash attempt to put an end.tQ his 
existen<:e prevented my setting out instantly 
for Lodore, which I was, indeed, as the letter 
mentions, in the very act of doing when the 
filarm was given ; for I had long enough vainly 
rtru^^led with my feelings, while duty and 
honour forbade me to declare them ; another 
moment of susp^ase, therefore, when those 
obstacles were removed,, seemed not to be j^- 
duredr' 
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' *^ And did you say, ^ihea, that you rcfceived 
A letter in reply purporting to he from me ?'^ 
-aaked Julia, " and— h — *' 

" I did/' aiismrered Fitz-Ullin, ** written in 
your name, and to dll appearaiioe your hand, 
and even style. - 1 hatre preserved it, and can 
«hew it you. It coiitains a gentle, very kindly 
worded, but, as I mentioned, debided rejection 
of the proposals mgde in my letter; and states, 
as the reason of that rejection, a secret; long 
cherished ^ attachment, and engagement ' to 
•Henry, io whdm it dedsa-es you betrothed. 
It then reminds me, in the most seemingly 
•artless ahd confiding manner, of many little 
x;ireumstances I' must myself .have observed ; 
-and entreats me to k6ep inviolable the^ secret 
tilius entrusted to me, either till you should ob- 
tain Lord lr-« — ^'s c<H)sent> or, when of age, 
jhave taken some decided^ step. It farther re- 
,quests me^ not to make known to any of your 
iamily my v^sh^, le^st diey should urge your 
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ncceptaace of my hand. And, finally, it com- 
mands me on piun of forfeiting your friendship 
for ever, no more to renew the subject to your- 
self, by the slightest allusion to it; even in 
any private interview that might occur. 

^^ On receiving this letter, I passed some days 
in a species of delirium ; I scarcely knew what 
happened, but tiiat I still continued apparently 
in attendance on the sick bed of Ormond; 
while horrible visions haunted me of every cir- 
cumstance which had at any time raised for a 
moment suspicions of a secret understanding 
subsisting between you and your cousin. These 
were now received as fatal proofs, which long 
before ought to have opened my eyes. The 
past, with all its blissful, thougb presumptuous 
hopes, was changed in a moment into a wil« 
demess on which I dared not look back ! I 
know I wrote to Mrs. Montgomery, and en- 
deavoured to observe your supposed injunction 
of secrecy ; but, of what I said, I have scarcely 
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an idea. My letter must hare been wildly and 
strangely worded/* 

^^That letter,** said Julia, and she smiled 
archly, though blushingly, ^^we all thought 
was written, in consequence of your disappoint- 
ment, (as we believed) about Lady Susan. Her 
marriage, you know, took place just at that 
time. And that unfortunate being, Henry too,** 
she added, *^ confirmed this opinion, by de- 
claring that he was in your confidence ; and 
saying, that you had also written to him on the 
subject, quite in despair!** 

Fitz-UIlin could not help smiling in his turn, 
at the idea of his being in despair about Lady 
Susan. 

"On me too,** he rejoined, "Henry forced, 
what he termed confidence. He has even given 
me to read, on our last voyage, passages, pur- 
porting to be from your correspondence with' 
himself, and containing messages to me, reite* 
rating your injunctions of secrecy. And qnce. 
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he showed me a pictare, which he said you had 
given him^ asking if I thought it like. It was 
like, really like. Judge with what feelings I 
must have seen him approach it to his lips> and 
replace it in his bosom ! A heart-«ickening sen- 
sation followed, and my selfish regrets, were, 
for a time, lost in the certainty ^that you had 
east away the inestimable treasure of your af- 
fections on a man who did not truly -loi^e you ; 
for, I felt that one who did, had been incapa- 
ble of the indelicate display I had just wUness- 
ed. Here Fitz-Ullin unconsciousily sighed, as 
though the sense of present felicity had been 
overborne by the painful i^coUections which 
pressed upon him, then added: ^^ After this, 
eprery circumstance, and when we met again, 
Julia, every look and word was misconstrued 
by me into confirmations of that fatal belief, 
which, from the ^mom^it it took poasesdon of 
me, poisoned my very exifttence, and benumbed 
every faealty btttthafof suftring ! ' Why> Julia, 
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in that agonizing interview in the refr^shmeut 
r§om at Lord L *s^ such wad the in&tnation 
of my despair^ that I believed we fuliy under* 
Btood each other. You seemed to me to ac^ 
knowledge, that you had received my pro- 
posals ; for you even said that my letter had 
^ven you much pain ; I thought of course^ 
you ^poke of this letter/' 

''I meant/' interrupted Julia^ ^'the then last 
one to grandmamma, which gave us all pain, it 
was written in so desponding ar manner. But,*' 
«he continued^ colouring a little, ^ you spoke^ 
just now, of — of-— circumstances^ which had 
Raised momentary suspicions.'' ^his opening 
led to a conversation, in which the fears for our 
hero's safety had so long influenced the con- 
duct of Julia toward3 her cousin, were c6n- 
fessed ^ and the system of terror practised by 
Henry, developed. A. burst of fond and grate* 
ful emotion, on the part of Eitzt^UUin followed, 
by which . Jidia was so -much affected, ;that 
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when she tried to speak^ her lip trembled, and 
fihe wag unable to articulate. She tried to 
«milej but the struggle was too much for her : 
she wept and laughed alternately, till she 
alarmed Fit^-Unin so much,, that he would have 
been almost tempted to hare called for assist- 
ance, could he well have withdrawn his own 
support. Before Julia had half recovered, 
Frances entered. She was tripping lightly to- 
wards the bell, to ring for breakfast; when, 
perceiving her sister ajid our hero, she stopped 
in the middle of the room, the very statue of 
surprise! Julia disengaged herself, hastily; 
discovering, just at this moment, that the as- 
sistance which had hitherto been so indispen- 
sable as to render it quite proper, had now 
ceased to be necessary. Fitz-Ullin started up, 
and, flying towards Frances, seemed to medi- 
tate a rather familiar species of salutation. 
But she stepped back. She had, by this' time, 
made a choice of her own, and was not dis- 
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)K>8ed to be embraced, as formerly, only for her 
sister's sake. She extended her hand, how* 
ever, which he tooked and kissed, as with afi 
expression of delight on his countenance which 
she had not seen it wear for a long period, 
and which looked like the sunshine of the 
first bright day after a dreary winter, he ex- 
claimed> ^^ Frances, I am now indeed your 
brother !'' 

Frances approached her sister, who threw 
herself into her arms, and hid her face in her 
bosom, whispering : *^ Oh, Frances, how happy 
I am. You were quite right, Edmund never 
loved any one but me !" Frances smiled 
archly, and looking in her sister's face, whis* 
pered, " First Love ! Julia.'* 

Lord L entered the room at this mo- ■ 

ment ; and Fitz-Ullin, seeing the sisters thus 
engaged with each other, heroically resolved 
on the mighty sacrifice, of tearing himself a 
moment from. Jujia's presence, for the purpose 
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ci confirming his happiness. He hastened for- 
ward, therefore, and meting Lord L — :— ^ re^ 
quested a few minutes private conversation with 
him. His lordship bowed assent. They retired. 
Fitz-Ullin, on entering the library, grasped 
Lord L *s hand, and named Julia. Lord 
L ■ looked dignified, and at a loss. 

^a have loved her," said Fitz-UUin, '^ from 
the days of childhood to the present hour !" 

*' What, then, could have induced you to 
keep your sentiments so long a secret?" said 

Lord L • '' But, I will confess, Fitz-Hllin 

•■ " ■ " Here the gentlemen proceeded with 
mutual confessions 3 till, being quite satisfied 
with the knowledge thus obtained of each 
other's private opinions, ibey re-entered the 
breakfs^t-room, with countenances of the most 
perfect good humour. Lord Ir-^ — sought thp 
^e of Julia ; and when he caught it for a mo- 
ment, smiled with a look, which added yet a 
tinge io the blush that already dyed her cheek. 
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She ^od in the recess of a glass-door^ apart. 
Fitz-Ullin was soon at her side. In a low 
whisper, and without looking up, she said, 
'^ I should like to speak to grandmamma before 
we sit down to breakfast, and you may follow 
me.*' Both glided out unperceived. 
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CHAPTER XLVm. 

^ Ye shall part no more.*^ 

Our hero and heroine re-entered the house by 
a similar glass- door, leading into Mrs. Mont- 
gomery's dressing-room, and were soon hand 
in hand at her bed-side. 

^' My children/' said the good old lady, 
looking kindly at them, ^^ how happy you both 
look this morning." 

<^ I, ma'am," said Fitz-UUin, " am the 
happiest of all mortal beings ! Julia — my own 
Julia, whom I have loved from the moment 
when you first placed her, not an hour old, in 
my arms, that Julia — ^that cherished'object of 
my earliest and fondest aflFections — of my 
First Lovej and of the only love my heart 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



FIRST LOVE, 381 

ever knew, or ever can know, is now mioe for 

ever ; by her own and by Lord L 's consent 

— ^mine for ever !*' 

Mrs, Montgomery looked at Julia, whose 
blushes, as she embraced her grandmamma, 
confirmed what Fitz-Ullin had said. " Kneel, 
my children," said the old lady, in a faltering 
tone. ^^ It is as it should be !" and she rose 
in her bed as she spoke, and blessed them ten- 
derly and solemnly, uniting their hands ; while 
Mr. Jackson entering, a species of explanation 
was given, in which, however, the name of 
llenry was not mentioned. Mrs. Montgomery, 
detaining Julia, dismissed both the gentlemen. 
They, before their' return to the breakfast- 
room, took a short walk on the lawn, during 
which Fitz-Ullin made Mr. Jackson acquainted 
with those particulars respecting the conduct 
of Henry,- which it had been necessary to con- 
ceal from Mrs. Montgomery. Thus satisfying 
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his kind preceptor of his reasons for not only 
concealing his attachment to Julia, but suffering 
every one to belieye him lost to his friends and-' 
to society, from the efifecis of a di8a^>ointment 
in another quarter. 
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<< Keep still ia fortune's way, her anmeant gifts 
Are oft the best !" 

On entering the breakfast^room, tibey found' 
that Lady Oswald had by this time joined the^ 
party there* 

Her ladyship contrived by looks^ a kind* 
pressure of thehand^ iuid a weU*timed whis-*^ 
per^ to shew her. nepkew that she wasiuUy 
prjqiared to congratulate him on his new found 



Frances had, at lengthy convicted her -jour-- 
ney.to the bell, and by agitoling it, hadx)oca- 
sioaad, though at a later hour than usual, the 
appi^araiice 6f a steaming tea-urn, hot.roUsy 
&C..&Q. She now began to dispense 4he good 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



384 FIRST LOVE. 

things over which she presided^ and had just 
requested Fitz-Ullin to ring the bdl for Alice 
to take her grandmamma's breakfast^ when the 
door opened^ and^ supported on one side by 
our old friend, Mrs. Smyth, and on the other 
by Julia, Mrs. Montgomery herself appeared. 
Whethet it was the extreme contrast between 
the figures of the very old and the very young 
lady, or the amiable light in which youth al* 
ways appears, while rendering support to the 
infirmities of age, or whether Julia, might, for 
any reasons best known to herself, be really 
looking more blooming pr more happy than 
usual, or whether there was any thing in Fitz^ 
VJUin^s own thoughts which diffused a peculiar 
lustre over the charms of her he now viewed^ 
almost for the first time as his own, or, whether 
all these causes operated together ; certain it- 
is, he found one moment to think her more- 
lovely, more irresistibly attractive than ever, be-: 
fore the bustle immediately occasioned by Mrs^ 
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Montgomery's entrance^ commenced. It was 
the first time that lady, so deservedly the ob- 
ject of the love and veneration of all, had left 
her room since she had heard of Henry's 
death. Every one rose to meet her — every one 
hailed her approach with a joyful welcome-^ 
and even Fitz-UUin himself, in all the huriy 
:of his spirits, had the presence of mind to re* 
member the great chair in which she usually 
sat, and to place it for her. He also succeed- 
ed in finding the foot-stool, after twice stum- 
bling over it in the course of his researches ; 
and was, at length, amply rewarded by per- 
ceiving, at the conclusion of his labours, that 
the seat next to. Julia had, by general consent, 
been 1^ for him. 

Though the breakfast was rather a late one, 
seldom has there been a meal at which all who 
sat down to it were so truly happy. Those 
most interested, indeed, were almost too much 
so for enjoyment* The heart scarcely knows 

VOL. 'Ill • s 
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how^ thus quickly^ to appropriate so much new 
found felicity : at one moment it doubts the 
reality of the very bliss it feels^ and the next . 
trembles at being the repository of so great a 
treasure. 

The breakfast was ended, but no one moved; 
all seemed unwilling to break up so. happy jan 
assembly. Meanwhile, ungrateful world, the 
author, or. at least the importer of so much 
joy, was, in the very intensity of that joy, 
totally forgotten, till an exclamation from . 
Arthur, of ^* Oh, how beautiful !'' drew pretty 
general attention towards the small table,. on 
which the restored jewel box still stood open. « 

"That's true!" said our heroine: "where 
is poor Gotterimo ? I have not thanked him for 
his honesty in bringing back these things. ' I 
forget, too, where it was he said he found 
them." 

" Oh, Lady Oswald V exclaimed Fitz-UUin, 
^^ I forgot to mention it before, but— r" and. 
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making two strides into the library^ and one 
back^ carrying a pile of parchment, he conti- 
nued — ^'Here are the title-deeds of Arthur's 
estates/' Lady Oswald was near, fainting. 
Frances was obliged . to assist in supporting 
her. 

" Why, Fitz-Ullin ! where, in the name of 
all that is marvellous, did these xjome from ?" 
said Lord L ^ eagerly examining the parch- 
ments. 

" I had them of the honest fellow who 
iM^ught back. Lady Julia's diamoijds,^' an^ 
swered Fitz-Ullin. 

" But where ?" " And when ?" " And 
how ?" vociferated many voices. 

*^I met with the poor man this morning,'' 
replied our hero, ^'tumbled out of a gig on the 
high road, a few miles from hence.. A. couple 
of fellows were about to rob, audi I suppose, 
murder him — " Here niunerous exclamations 
of horror and surprise interrupted the speaker. 
s 2 
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At length he was permitted to proceed. ^' The 
villains fled/' he continued, ^^ at the first 
sound of my carriage-wheels } but^ on driving 
up to the spot^ I perceived a person lying on 
the side of the road^ and desired my servants 
to stop and give any assistance in their power* 
While they did so^ having ascertained that the 
man was^inot hurt, I leaned from the window, 
enjoying the freshness of the morning air, and 
hegaa, I suppose, to think of something else ; 
for I found, in a short time after, that the poor 
fellow had been throwing away many of his 
best bows, and repeating frequently, ^ How 
you do, sir ?* just under me, before I observed 
him. When I returned his salutation, he said, 
that he remembered me very well ; for that he 
had seen me at the house of the good family, 
and that I was the nice C^tain who had advised 
the lady to buy the chaiii. He then told me a 
very long story about a sea-chest, and about a 
box of jewels, that he knew to be the property 
of Lady Julia '. 
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"Yes,** interrupted Frances, "for the bo3c 
is one which Julia happened to employ Gotte-- 
rimo to purchase for her in town ; he could 
have np doubt, therefore, to whom it belonged/* 

" So he said,** rejoined our hero; " and that 
finding these parchments lying near the box, 
and with them some letters, one of which, he 

said, was directed to Lady Julia L , he 

thought it most prudent to bring all to this 
house. On glancing at the parchments,** con- 
tinued Fitz-UlUn, ^^ which, as the liitle man 
concluded his recital, he produced and offered 
to me, and which bore their titles, in large 
characters, on their outsides, I perceived im- 
mediately their nature and importance; and 
decided on returning to Lodore, for the pur* 
pose of assisting Lady Oswald to establish the 
rights of Arthur, rendered, by the recovery of 
these documents, indisputable. As for the 
letters, I should have considered it an unwar* 
rantable liberty in me to have examined even 
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their outsides ; I therefore recommended it to 
Gotterimo to deliver them himself^ with the 
box^ into Lady Julia's own hands. This ar- 
rangement made, I returned as quickly as 
possible, and — '* 

*'And, on your arrival," interrupted Lady 
Oswald, who was now a little recovered, " for- 
got the very existence of Lady Oswald, title- 
deeds, pedlar and all ! This' account of the 
transaction, oh learned judges, wants that 
consistency which is characteristic of the sim- 
ple truth," added her ladyship, much amused. 

Fitz-Ullin, who was saying something aside 
to Julia, colomred, laughed, and rej^ied, ^^I 
read the deeds over very attentively, I assure 
you, ma'am, in the library, on my first getting 
out of the carriage, before I came into the 
breakfast-room." 

" Oh then, it was in the breakfast-room you 
happened to forget me and my parchments," 
said Lady Oswald, with a significant locik. 
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*' What have we got here ?" exclaimed Lord 

L y examinmg a packet of the parchments, 

which proved to be distinct from the rest, 
though contained within the same outer en- 
velope of grey linen, /^ why, here iare the 
title-deeds of the Craigs V 

"Indeed! indeed!" cried various voices. 
-Gotterimo was now called for. "He was 
very useful in the recovery of the pictures 
and plate," observed Lord L — r-. ^' By the 
bye, Fitz-Ullin," he* added, turning to our 
hero, ^'did you ever hear us mention that 
daring robbery at the Craigs ?" 

^^Oh, yes," replied our hero, "I was one 
of the luncheon party there the day it was 
discovered." As he concluded, he looked at 
Julia, who looked again and smiled. What 
piultitudes of thoughts, on both sides, crowded 
into that moment. " Well," said Lord L — — , 
** it was chiefly through the means^ of this 
Gotterimo, that the things have been recovered." 
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H€ found out for us the persons to whom 
the swindler had pawned the articles^ and 
though at the expense certainly of some of 
the savings of minority, we have succeeded 
in getting almost every thing into its place 
again.'* 

Gotterimo, who had been sent for, was now 
ushered in. Every one welcomed and thanked 
him, and commendations of his honourable 
and upright conduct, accompanied by as- 
surances that his services should be hand- 
somely rewarded, were poured upon him on 
all sides. The little English he possessed, was 
banished from his memory, bows and blushes 
were all the replies he could oflFer. The gen- 
tlemen then proceeded to question him re- 
specting the mode of discovering the parch- 
ments, letters, &c. He could give little more 
information than had already been collected. 
After the particulars, therefore, were all re- 
capitula:ted by him connectedly and at fuU 
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lengthy he was dismissed^ and commended to 
the care of Mrs. Smyth^ a destination to which 
he had no objection, for poor Gotterimo had 
lately begmi to have some hopes of rendering 
himself agreeable in the eyes of Alice Smyth, 
who was already very agreeable in his eyes. 

Lord L requested Mr. Jackson to ad- 
journ with him to the library, for the pur- 
pose of examining the packet of letters, which, 
having been found with the parchments, might 
possibly throw some light on the late mys- 
terious business. His lordship had also the 
cruelty to ask Fitz-Ullin to assist them with 
his judgment. Our hero had just whispered 
a request to Julia to take a walk in the shrub- 
bery, and had just received a smile in assent. 
What a disappointment ! 
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CHAPTER L, 

. " Now, unfold the mystery. " 



Thb trio of gentlemen proceeded to their task. 
The first epistle which was casually unfolded^ 
exhibited bat a few lines, wide asunder, and in 
their purport so unimportant, that Mr. Jack- 
son flung the letter, spread open as it happen- 
ed to be, on thie top of the fire, and proceeded to 

take up a second. . Lord L , chancing to rest 

bis eyes on the first while the heat was causing 
it to roll itself up, perceived, with* some sur- 
prise, that the spaces between the lines, as well 
as all else that had appeared blank, was ra- 
pidly becoming, as by magic, covered with 
bright green characters. He snatched up the 
paper just as the devouring flame was about to 
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envelope it^ and succeeded in saving all but a 
small part. The green writing was , in the 
haiid of Henry ; and, to the utter astonishment 
of all the party, addressed to his father — so 
long supposed dead. The contents of the 
letter equally puzzled and confounded our .se- 
cret committee, and decided them on com- 
paring all the hitherto unexamined, because- 
supposed to be unimportant, papers of Henry 
with those before them. 

They were accordingly sent for, and -the 
letters on* both sides found to present, in black 
ink, what appeared to be but thp idle^ careless 
correspondence of two young messmates, while, 
on being submitted to the ordeal of heat^' they 
Were all found to co&tahi, in green writing, 
which, ^ as it cooled, gradually, disappeared 
again, the strange and mysterious communi- 
cations,, for many years^ of father and son. 
From these letters the. following wonderful 
discoveries were collected. . The captain of the 
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privateer^ the murderer of the yotm^r 3tv 
Aubin, was shown to be the elder St. Aubin — 
the father of the unfortunate Henry^ who was 
thus proved to have died by the hand of a 
parent ! The silent^ heart*broken beings who 
had so tenderly watched Julia^ and who, there 
can be little doubt, met her death by the ex- 
plosion of the smuggler, it appeared from all 
the circumstances, was the ill-fated Maria, 
Mra. Montgomery's sister. She, it seems, as 
well as her depraved husband, had escaped 
from the wreck of the vessel in which they had 
both so. many years since been supposed to be 
lost. 

The vessel in question, it may be remem- 
bered, had specie on board* Some of the let* 
ters contained casual expressions, from which 
it might be gathered, that her foundering by 
night was not quite accidental. And one in 
particular, addressed by the elder St. Aubin 
to the younger, contained an accouitt of his fOT- 
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tunate escape^ as he tennedit^ with his blacky 
as much of the money as could conveniently be 
carried^ and his wife ; and their landing on the 
coast of France. The money x»btained by this 
very suspicious adventure seems^ from many 
after-alhisiions^ to have been the first setting 
up of the desperate St. AuMn^ in his triple 
calling of pirate, privateer, and smuggler, car- 
ried on for so many years after, with various 
degrees of success. 

The whole correspondence, from its com* 
mencement to its conclusion, proved that the 
St. Aubins, father and son, had, from Julia's 
infancy, meditated, and ever since, step by step, 
proceeded with the plot for carrying her awiay, 
as soon as she should be of age. The spoils of 
her very large fortune, (rendered, by the death 

of Lady L and her infant son, unalienable,) 

they were ultimately to have divided, while the 
income of the Graigs would have been the pre- 
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sent reward of their diabolical labours. Their 
victim, poor Julia, was to have been kept 
abroad, .in strict concealment — ^the wife, by 
compulsion, of Henry, till cruel treatment and 
horrible threats should compel her to declare 
herself married to him by her own free choice. 
He was to have corresponded, meanwhile, in 
her name, with her family ; having, it appear- 
ed, for this purpose, actually practised, for 
years, the imitation of her handwriting. It 
was' also found that he had possessed himself 
of in^ressions of her seals, duplicates of her 
keys, &c. On the subject of his being the ia- 
tercepter of Fitz-Ullin's proposals, and the 
writer of Julia's supposed rejection, there was 
a letter of his, which exulted in the fact, and 
related his good fortune in having himself 
taken the precious epistle, as he termed it, 
from the postman, and having been inspired to 
suspect the truth on seeing it directed to Julia, 
in our hero's hand. There could be no doubt 
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that Henry was ^also the author of all the other 
forged letters. 

; Parts of the correspondence contained ex- 
pressions and, allusions which proved that the 
elder Su Aubinwas the person who, under 
the name of Lauson, and assisted with keys 
and vouchers provided by Henry, had stripped 
the Craigs of all its valuables. By the produce 
of these it appeared the necessary funds had 
been raised for carrying on the desperate 
design on Julia herself, shortly after attefaipt- 
ed. It further appeared that, by a curious 
combination of circumstances, the St^ Aubins 
had, since a short time before the memorable 
attempt on our hero's life at the masqueriade 
at Arandale, been acquainted with the real 
birth of Fitz-UUin, then known- as the poor 
Edmund Montgomery. 

The circumstances were as follows. • Jin of 
the Gins, (whose identity with the strolling 
beggar, who stole Edmund when a child, is 
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not, we trust, forgotten,) had, it teems^ been 
so long in the employ of the elder St. Aubin 
as a confidential agent for the concealment 
and disposal of smuggled goods, and the con- 
duct of various other transactions of a like 
nature, that she had, in her turn, confided 
to him the secret of our hero's birth, for the 
purpose of consulting him as to whether the 
said secret was, or was not marketable. She 
had even o£Cered to go shares with him, pro- 
vided he would assist her in making some- 
thing of the business. He had, of course, dis- 
suade4 her from taking any step that might 
risk discovery before the marriage of Julia to 
Henry should be effected, after which he pro- 
mised to put her in the way of extorting a 
sum, either from the nurse and her son for 
keeping the secret, or from Lord Fitz-Ul- 
lin, the father, then living, and Edmund his 
rightful heir, for disclosing it. All this was 
explained in a letter from the outlaw to his 
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son^ as an argument for redoubled vigilance 
in the watch the latter always kept over Julia 
and Edmund. In the elder St. Aubin's next 
letter^ his fears of the consequences of Julia's at- 
tachment to our hero seem to have been much 
increased by some late accounts from Henry ; 
for he even hints at how desirable it would be 
to rid themselves of all apprehension of danger 
from that quarter^ and concludes by com- 
manding his son to procure him a ticket to 
the Arandale masquerade^ where^ by approach- 
ing the parties in disguise^ he should be en- 
abled^ he says^ to judge himself of the urgency 
of the case. This epistle left no doubt that 
the elder St. Aubin had acted the part of the 
Indian juggler. Another letter contained al- 
lusions identifying him with the false pilots 
who had attempted to run the Euphrasia a- 
ground at Leitb. 

In an early part of the correspondence the 
fate of poor Betsy Park was spoken of as hav- 
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ing been untimely ; but so darkly that whether 
the dreadful apprehensions which cost poor 
David his life^ were well or ill founded must 
remain for ever involved in mystery. One of 
the letters of the elder St. Aubiu^ however, 
was of a very suspicious tendency, as it ex- 
pressed the most unbridled rage towards Hen- 
ry for having committed any folly which might 
ultimately interfere with the perfect legality. of 
his projected marriage with Julia; adding, 
with savage ferocity, that whatever step his 
own imprudence had made necessary must be 
taken without flinching. Those letters may 
appear, considering the subjects of which they 
treat, to have been imprudently written : but 
the precaution of the invisible ink seems by 
the correspondents to have been thought all 
suffici^it. It must also be observed that the 
information now obtained is ; collected from 
scattered hints darkly enough given, but elu- 
cidated on the present occasion by a com- 
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parison of both sides of the correspondence, 
a contingency scarcely to have been antici- 
pated. That such letters, however, were not 
all regularly destroyed is only one proof more, 
added to the many already extant, of the glar- 
ing imprudence with which vicious proceedings 
of every description are almost invariably car- 
ried on. 

LordL— expressed himself greatly shocked 
at those proofs of Henry's depravity. ^^ We 
certainly have before us,'^ rejoined Mr. Jack- 
son, '^^ melancholy evidence that he has, from 
a boy, lived the base tool of his desperate 
father, the convenient link of the outlaw of 
civilized society, the slave of a tyrant whom he 
could not love, yet, from the spell of habit un- 
broken from childhood, dared not resist. How 
he at last died by the hand of that parent^ we 
have seen : and, that the blow by which he fell 
may be invested with its full portion of horror, 
we must remember that it was struck with 
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the intent to murder^ though not to murder 
Henry/' 

"To facilitate the retaking of his ship," 
said Fitz-Ullin, «hy the death of the only 
o£Bicer on boards wbs, I should thinks all that 
the elder St. Aubin could have had in view by 
his wanton assassination, in cold blood, of a 
person he believed to be a stranger/' 

Henry's having no knowledge to whom the 
privateer belonged, when he went on board her 
as prize- master, was accounted for by an atten* 
tion to dates, which showed that she had been en* 
tirely fitted out and manned, since he, Henry, 
had last gone to sea in the Euphrasia. Each 
shocking discovery had been discussed, as the 
letter or letters throwing light on each, had 
been severally perused. The final decision of 
the gentlemen was, that none of the circum- 
stances should ever be mentioned to Mrs. 
Montgomery; and that even to Julia and 
Frances, the disgusting scene of guilt and mi- 
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sery should be but partially^ and gradually 
laid open. 

Lord L was the first to leave the library : 

the retrospect of past years always spread a 
shade over his brow, and occasioned him to 
seek the retirement of his oWn apartment. 
Fitz-Ullin was also hurrying away, when Mr. 
Jackson drew him back, and, with a counte- 
nance of the deepest melancholy, showed him 
a letter which he had, he said, succeeded in 
-setting apart while exainining the papers. 

This letter contained allusions to the death 

of Lady L , worded in a style which made it 

appear but too probable, that there has been 
«ome foul play. 

The vengeance which the elder St. Aubia had 
long since sworn to accomplish, and, in its 
accomplishment, to render his wretched child 
his tool, is adyerted to in evident connexion 
with other allusions to the immense fortune 
thus by the nature of certain settlements, se- 
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cured beyond contingency to a certain indivi- 
dual: expressions which^ all circumstances con- 
sidered^ seemed scarcely to admit of other con- 
struction. 

When Fitz-Ullin had finished the perusal of 
the lines pointed out to him^ both gentlemen 
looked at each other for some seconds in silence. 
Mr. Jackson then^ taking the letter from the 
hand of our hero^ said solemnly^ ^^ With your 
appn>val^ my Liord^ I shall commit this paper 
to the flames : the surmise it suggests, is too 
horrible to be suffered to ooison the future re- 
flections of a bereft husbav.a 

'^ If the crime which that surnuse presents to 
the appalled imagination, has indeed been per- 
petrated, both the perpetrators already stand 
before a higher, and more unerring. tribunal, 
than earth affords." So saying, he flung the 
letter on the fire, and stood to see its last ves- 
tiges consumed. 
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CHAPTER LI. 

*' Precious is tbe return of that lost look 
Of love." 

...»." lightenM glows each breast with rapture, 
Grateful now, too intense before !'' 

FiTZ-UixiN, at length released^ sought our 
heroine from room to room. That mireserred 
communication of sentiment with her which 
had been looked forward to with such intoxi- 
cating delight^ was now anticipated with a 
sobered feeling ; it was now longed for as a 
balm^to heal a sickened^ and if^ in his circum- 
stances^ that were possible^ an almost maddened 
spirit. 

Julia was not to be found in the house ; he 
therefore wandered into the shrubbery, where. 
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at the very paling gate at which they had 
parted on such miserable terms the evening 
before^ he perceived her^ and Frances with her. 
The latter, however, with a sportive air, dis* 
appeared at sight of our hero, who, the next 
moment, stood before Julia. Scarcely had one 
smile beamed on him, ere all that had almost 
forced the blissfiil explanation of the morning 
from its first place in his mind^ was forgotten. 
This same smile, to Fitz-UUin, who for so 
long had not had even a smile, seemed all 
sufficient; for the lovers 'now walked on in 
silence. By the time, however, that they had 
completed the round of the wood«walk, as it is 
called, and re-entered the shrubbery at the fur- 
ther end, they appeared not only to have re- 
covered the use of speech, but to have become 
quite confidential, for they now held between 
them an open letter, which they seemed to be 
reading together. From an observation which 
our hero made as they finished the perusal of 
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the letter^ it was probably the one which he 
had in the morning promised to show Julia^ 
and which had cost both so much misery. 

"That letter,*' he said, ^'I cannot vicw^ 
without shudderingv It has so l<mg goi^erned* 
my fate, that I shall never learn to consider it* 
yK^t it really is, a mere unimportant scrap of 
pi^r, blotted ami rendered foul by falsehood ! " 
Every hoinr of their past lives was now review- 
ed ; every word, every look, adverted to ; and 
one little spellword found, which, now that it 
might be spoken, reconciled every contradic-- 
tion, and solved ievery mystery. The light, in 
short, of First Zrove^ that brightest sunshine 
of the heart, was now flung back on the long 
perspective of years gone by, shedding its 
beams on the distant scene, and displaying, 
decked in their natural and pleasing colours, 
all those greenest spots on memory's waste, 
which hopelessness had hitherto overshadowed, 

VOL. III. T 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



410 PIR8T LOVS. 

or treachery presented through its own false 
medium. 

Such recapitulations; however^ to all but the 
parties interested^ might seem tedious ; we 
shall not therefore go through all ; yet^ were 
they most natural in those^ whose every feeling 
had been for so long put to the torture^ by the 
cruelest misrepresentations of all that most 
concerned their happiness. It was no wonder 
that they were not satisfied by merdy tdling 
their understandings^ with a sweeping clause^ 
that all was just the contrary of what it had 
been, or rather of .what it had appeared to be; 
they felt that they owed to themselves, as it 
were, the delight of reversing each individual 
picture, and that hearts so long inured to 
su£Fering, required to be soothed into a confi- 
dence in their own felicity, by dwelling for a 
time on its details. 

The scene in the refreshment room was ad- 
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verted to. " When ^ you kindly spoke^** he 
sud^ '^of the consolation I ought to denve 
from friendship, and of my disappointed hopes 
never having been well founded, how bitter 
were my feelings ! I understood you to mean, 
coolly to inform me that, if I had ever enter- 
tained a hope of being acceptable to^you, it 
was false and presumptuous ! I almost felt 
resentment ; for, shall I say it, Julia^ I 
thought," and he hesitated, "that you had 
not always treated me as — as honour and good 
feeling should have dictated to a woman, whose 
affections were engaged to another/' 

*^ And I,'* said Julia, coloiu*ing, *' could not 
help thinking you very unkind and unfeeling, 
indeed, in rejecting, in the scornful and almost 
angry planner you did, my — ^all our friendship, 
and saying that the hope of being accepted by 
Lady Susan, (aa I supposed,) was all that, in 
your eyes, had given value to existence V^ 

" Yes, Julia,'' he said, " the hope 1 spoke 
T 2 
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of was^ indeed^ all that in my eyes gaye value 
to existence!" 

\ When they had thus discussed points of t^i- 
derer interest^ and at length seated themselves 
in an arbour particularly well calculated for 
the rec^tion of lovers^ Edmund, after a short 
silence^ said^ rather suddenly^ ^^What must 
you have thought^ Julia^ of my interference 
about Lord Surrel ? ' ' 

'^ I was very much obliged^" she replied. 

^' Why, nothing could have justified me," 
he continued, *^ but the belief, not only of your 
attachment, but of your engagement, and of 
my being the sole person to whom that engage- 
ment had been copfided. Why, what could 
you have supposed when I requested a private 
interview, and commenced questioning you <m 
such a subject ?" 

Julia did not reply; but she blushed, and 
looked away in so hurried a manner, that a 
sudden thought darted across the mind of Fitz- 
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UUin. He caught her hand^ and looking in 
her fiEtce with the most curiously amused ex- 
pression of countenance^ said^ ^^ No^ Julia^ 
did you give my request the common interpre- 
tation?'' 

No r^ly from Julia ; but the twisting away, 
or rather the trying to twist away of the hand^ 
the deeping of the blush^ the averting of the 
eyes, were confirmations all sufficient. Our 
hero could not help still smiling, while he tried 
to reconcile and to sooth. This, of course, 
offended more than it appeased, and the hand, 
though it had been kissed a thousand times^ 
still manifested signs of being an unwilling 
captive. Fitz-Ullin was now obliged to apolo-^ 
gize, so that all rational conversation was put 
an end to. Nay^ he even knelt, and succeeded 
in making the other hand a prisoner! but not«» 
withstanding all this humility of attitude, the 
countenance had, mixed with its absolute de- 
light, a sort *of triumph in the very fulness of 
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bb felicity^ with which Julia could uot yet 
bring berielf to be quite aa weU pleased^ as 
with that expression which she had often re-> 
marked on former occasions^ when^ by giving 
Edmund the hundredth part of a smile^ ^e had 
made him look humbly happy. After a short 
{Muise, however^ employed, in making his peace 
as well as he mighty he renewed the conversa- 
tion by sayings " And what could you have 
thought^ Julia^ of my reiterated declarations^ 
that mine M^ere but.the claims of a brother >'' 
This was another of the subjects on which she 
could pot reply^ and he went on. '' I believed 
you justly shocked at the idea that you were 
about to be addressed as a lover^ by one who 
knew your melancholy secret ; imd that^ too^ 
BO soon after the terrible death of poor Henry. 
I hastened to do away such a suspicion ; for^ 
if I had a selfish hope^ it was a distant one of 
course/and one which I did not, at the time, 
distinctly confess, even to myself.' Under the 
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.same false impressions I viewed, Ivith, utter 
uma^ement, the composure of countenance, 
voice, and manner, which you maintained, 
when things were said by others which I heard 
with terror, from the supposition that the very 
sounds must be shocking to your 6ars. When, 
for instance, Mr. Jackson read aloud the accoimt 
of the trial, which necessarily included the cir- 
cumstances of the murder. The day of the fune- 
ral too ; in short, I was thrown out of every cal- 
culation. I had expected to endure much from 
seeing you shed tears for one who, even in 
death, I could have envied i^ny testimony of 
your affection ; I had armed myself for this 
trial, severe as it must have proved, but I was 
altogether unprepared to find the being I h^ 
loved for the tenderness of her nature, the 
innocence of her heart, totally without feelings 
or a consummate, actress, or worse, a creature 
capable of having formed, from mere levity, 
without even the excuse of a sincere though 
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misfdaoed attachment^ an eqgageineat, un- 
saaetioned by a father^ and imprudent in itself. 

'^ That I shcmld ever be able to win the love of 
one whose very friendship I had lost by declar- 
ing my attaclmient^ one whom I now appeared 
to inspire with dread^ was a thing quite hope* 

less. I sa r^ indeed^ what were Lord L 's 

flattering wishes. The very idea seemed to 
shake the powers of my mind^ to darken my 
judgment^ madden my passions^ and harden my 
heart 3 for there were moments of bitterness^ 
in which I asked myself^ should I set your feel* 
4ngs at defiance^ and avail myself of Lord 
L- - *s authority to obtain you ! The thought 
was of course rejected with disdain ; but^ its 
ever having crossed my imagination^ was suffi- 
cient to prove^ that I was no longer master of 
myself.*' 

'' I wish^ Edmund,'' said . Julia^ when in the 
evening the lovers again directed their steps 
towards the' shrubbery walk, ** you would tell 



Digitized by V^OOQIC 



tfRST LOTa« 417 

me what it was that caused your peculiar 
austerity of manner on board the Euphrasia/^ 
** Why, that -is a question wbidi I caniiot 
very well answer^ Julia^" saidFitz-Ullin, smil* 
ing and taking her hand. She persisted, how- 
ever. *^ You mtist remember," he said at 
length, " that I believed you perfectly ac* 
quainted with my sentiments. In the innocent 
friendship of your manner, therefore, I saw — 
what appeared to me, seeing through a false 
medium, the weakness, if I must say it, of a 
woman who could not altogether resign the 
admirati(m of, even a rejected lover. And, in 
a woman who was herself engaged, it seemed 
doubly cruel, to foster with smiles (that, to one 
who already loved, and believed his love known 
to her who smiled, must bewilder every sense ; 
and that for the mere idle gratification of 
vanity,) an unfortunate passion which she could 
not return, which, in fact, she had already cast 
from her ! 

t3 
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'^ My own Julia !" he ndaimed^ suddenly 
stopping short and taking both her hands> 
*' you really look as much condemned as if I 
had brought this horrible accusation against 
your pure innocent self in due form ; but^" he 
added^ ^' you must consider that when we are 
very miserable^ we are never very just to those 
who cause' our suffering! Weak too as I 
thought your conduct^ its effects were too much 
for my strength of mind: I felt that it was 
dangerous to be near you. In how different 
a light would all that imagination thus mis- 
construed have appeared^ could I have suspect- 
ed that it Was generous pity for my supposed 
disappointment' about Lady Susto which gave 
that dangeroius softness to your manner^ un> 
checked by any idea that my feelings towards 
yourself had ever been other than those of an 
adopted brother. And now, Julia, it is your 
turn to make confessions : do tell me what 
crowning of all my presumption Was it, of 
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Which you suBpected me when, no later than 
lastevening, your gentle nature was, at length, 
provoked to say, ^ What can you mean ? What 
can you dare to mean V^^ She appeared very 
uuwiUing to reply j he entreated her to tell 
him, at least, to what feelings of hers it wits 
she thought he meant to allude.- At length 
she stammered out, ^^ Isuppose — ^I thought — 
I — ^must have thought— you meant — my — ^my 
-—regard for — for yourself.'* 

A deUgbted smile grew gradually over the 
features of Fitz-UUin as he bent his head, try- 
ing to follow the downcast eyes, and catch the 
broken accents of the speaker. ^' But how 
then,'* he whispered, ** did you account, for 
nay not gladly, delightedly availing myself of 
—of — your^ — amiable condescension ?'"* 

What words Julia found, or whether she 
found any, in her opinion, sufficiently delicate 
by which to express that she had v understood 
him to have apologized more than once for 
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not being ptble to return the secret affection 
he had discovered her to entertun for Iiim, 
we cannot exactly say, for here the scene 
closes. No very serious misunderstanding, 
however, appears to have ensued, for the lovers 
returned to tea with perfectly happy faces, 
and, during that cheerful ceremony, Edmund's 
delight assumed almost an extravagant cast, 
while Julia actually began to prefer his look- 
ing quitQ happy to that more humble expres- 
sion ctf dependance on her sovereign will and 
pleasure for the slightest portion of his feli- 
city, which used to gratify her so much. 

The beginnings of love may be selfish, may 
be tyrannical, may require that vanity and thirst 
of power shall hhve due tribute paid them; 
but, when loy.e is perfected, not only ia vanity 
cast away, power and pride laid down, but 
self, that idol of the unoccupied heart, is for- 
gotten, or valued only as contributing to the 
hi^pinttis of the being beloved I We speab,- 
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of course^ of that early sunbeam of life's morn- 
ing. First Lave: the description here given 
can never be applicable to the mixed nature of 
the later awakened sentiment, with its thou* 
sand necessary alloys: the selfishness called 
into play by - self-defence, the doubts of the 
future, taught by experiaice of the past } with 
all the calculating insimiations of interest hint- 
ing the wisdom of training the heart's tendrils 
to cling to convenience. 

Let the plant behove, of course, says prud- 
ence ; but why not place it in the comfortable 
south aspect of wealth and splendour ? 
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CHAPTER LH. 

^ Choicest flowers, of erery hne, 

Springr 'ortii wbei^*er fbor faiiy tread faatii passM ;' 
And magic gardens bk>oni around regions 
Fitting for such loreliness ! floating near 
Masic^s sweetness yibratea^ with hovMng odonr. 
Holding toft oooimnne on the fldds of air/* 

In answer to all Fitz-Ullm's arguments and 
entreaties for an early day, Julia pleaded a due 
respect to her grandmother's feelings. In com- 
pliment to these it was decided that the wed- 
ding should not take place for three months. 
But months flew past with the velocity of days, 
all nature glowed with tints never seen before ; 
every bird sang a sweeter song than formerly ; 
particularly a thrush which had its nest in a 
Portugal laurel, just behind the shady seat to 
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which the lovers strolled every evening. The 
very climate waslmproved : it was never either 
too hot or too cold^ that is^ in the opinion of 
Julia and Fitz-Ullin* The rest of the world, 
we believe, found the changes of weather much 
such as they generally are in this, by all but 
lovers^ sadly abused climate of ours, . 

Previous to the expiration of the allotted 
three months, the Arandale family arrived at 
Lodore, together with the Marquis and Mar- 
chioness of H' /Lord and Lady Morven, 
shortly after, the DowagerCountess Fitz-Ulliny 
and lastly. Colonel Beaumont, now the accepted 
lover of Frances. 

The weddings of both the sisters were' so- 
lemnized on the same day by Mr. Jackson, in* 
the same church in which he had baptized both, 
and pronounced over the then unknown Ed- 
mund, that memorable^benediction, with which' 
he bestowied on him the temporaiy appellation' 
of Montgomery; a name under which, a» 
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Mr, Jackson this day observed^ oar hero after- 
wards reaped so many laurels, that to have 
laid it aside for any title but that of Fitz-Ullin, 
would have been rather a resignation of glory, 
than an acquisition of splendour. 

Lord and Lady Fitz^Ullin set out imme- 
diately for the Craigs, whither they were 
followed shortly by a large party of their 
friends. Even Mrs. Montgomery, (who had 
vesolved never again to leave Lodore Houi^,) 
sustained by the renovating influence of hap- 
piness, performed the jommey, and did not 
suffer from the exertion. 

The Jews who had possession of the Oswald 
estates, were obliged to resign them on the 
production of the title-deeds. Now, therefore, 
that every one but Gotterimo himself had 
reaped the benefits of his honesty, it was high 
time to think of rewarding him. Mrs. Smyth, 
by the liberality of her mistress and^ savings 
of her loi^ servitude, was enabled to give Alice 
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a few hundreds. Lady Fitz-Ullin added a few 
more for' her jewel-box, not forgetting the 
parcel of old letters by which it was accom- 
panied. Lord Fitz-Ullin gave a suitable ac- 
knowledgement for the title-deeds of his wife's 
estate, the Craigs, not forgetting the long lost 
happiness found in . the bottom of the same old 
chest. And Lady Oswald, most willingly, 
paid a handsome reward for the discovery of 
the title-deeds of her son's estates. Thus por- 
tioned, Alice was bestowed on our worthy little 
friend, who carried her" forthwith to London. 
We are happy to add, that, from the credit 
which his upright mode of dealing gained him, 
his establishment became, in the course of time, 
one of the greatest in that great city. 
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CHAPTER Lin. 

<« LftDd of the harp ! the ■oul of mniic dwelb 
With thee ! thine every word, thy wildest thought 
Is poetry ; thy fields, thy gproYos, thy streams 
Are mdody I HoBceforward thou shalt bloom 
In the bright summer of prosperity. 
Thy sovereign shall behold thee face to face. 
The eloquence of truth on thy fidr brow 
Beaming.— Oh, he never can foiget iVu ray ! * 
On thy green shores, the hearths own wdcome dwells ! 
There, an hundred thousand greetings wait him ! 
There, an hundred thousand blessings greet him !" 

Aftbr the visit we have already mentioned to 
the Craiga^ a season in Town^ and a quiet 
month or two at dear Lodore^ Fitz-Ullin pre- 
vailed on Julia to accompany him to that gem 
of the ocean^ the Emerald Isle> the land of his 
birth^ for the purpose of Visiting 4iis extensive 
paternal estates in the beautiful county of——. 
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Here^ nature indeed had been bountiful ; but 
h<er bendgii intentions had^ hitherto^ been de-> 
feated by an ill judged organization of the 
'social system. 

For six and twenty years^ {^ents and middle* 
men had oppressed the hardy tenant of the 
soil ; " till, what had been courage, became 
fierceness; what had been humour, bitterness; 
and even native beauty of feature was veiled by 
the utterly hopeless expression, which hung on 
almost every countenance; while not the 
muscles of the face only, but the very limbs: of 
naturally athletic men appeared relaxed. For 
the rewards of labour being insufficient to 
inspire industry, bodily fatigue was unsustained 
by mental energy, and the mere animal instinct 
of hunger remained the sole stimulus to ex- 
ertion. 

It had never ent€^red the minds of this sim« 
pie, almost wild people, to look to the govern- 
ment for justice or redress. The executive 
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power> in all its branches^ waa^ and long had 
been^ concentrated and personified in th^ 
imaginations under the loathed figure of a 
hangman ; and him whom they considered as 
their natural protector, their landlord, leader, 
and hereditary chief, was out of the reach of 
hearing their complaints. It is not surprising, 
therefore, that the arrival 6f the happy couple, 
surrounded by all the splendour to which their 
-rank and fortune entitled ihem, lending a ready 
ear to every tale of woe, and with the hand of 
benevolence open for the relief of every want, 
was viewed by all as the rising of the morning 
of hope, on a land long desolated by a dreary 
ifuccession of stormy nights that knew no day 
between. 

Fitz-Ullin was so forcibly struck by the 
marks which all around him bore, of private 
duties sacrificed to public ones, during the 
long and brilliant life of the late Earl, that his 
reflections and resolutions on the subject very 
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shortly became such as we may trace in a con- 
versation which took place^ a few evenings after 
his arrival at Ullin Castle. He was seated with 
his lovely Countess on the balcony of a high 
tower, from whence might be seen on every 
side, a large portion of the wide domains of 
his forefathers. 

He had been indidging in the fond hope, 
justified by the then situation of Julia, that the 
fiiture possessor of all he now beheld, would, 
ere long, enter life amid prospects delightful 
to the hea^ of a parent, and sheltered too, he 
trusted, under providence, from the rough 
blasts, which he had in infancy encountered ; 
for Julia had promised him that she herself 
would nurture her own child, and never commit 
it to the hands of a stranger, to run the risk of 
enduring what its father had endured. 

While these gei^tle thoughts dwelt in his 
mind^ his eye accidentally rested on the smoke 
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that Btole from, the lowly chimneys of some 
cottages^ which^ scattered at various intervals, 
lay concealed among the distant trees. 

As busy fancy punted the rustic group 
around each fire-side^ a something like self-re^ 
proach smote upon the heart of Fitz-Ullin. 

*'How often/' he exclaimed, giving audible 
utterance to his thoughts, ^' how often have I 
felt enthusiasm, amounting almost to a wild 
species of joy, when engaged in the work of 
war, and, of course, of destruction; and be-' 
hold around me here, the labours of peace, the 
power of diffusing happiness to multitudes, 
lying neglected and forgotten." 

'^ Do not say the work of destruction !'* in- 
terrupted Julia, eagerly : 'f it never was in 
your nature, Edmund, to take pleasure in des- 
trojring the very worst of enemies ! Say rather 
the work, the glorious, the indispensable work 
of protection ; for of what avail would it be to 
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spread prosperity over the face of the land if 
we suffer the foe to come in and lay our laboura 
waste?" 

' ^^ True, Julia! most true!" replied Fitz- 
UUin, delighted to have his favourite and ha- 
bitual views of the subject thus. revived. And 
ks he spoke, he arose unconsciously, and, 
assuming a loftiness of carriage of which his 
jfigure was peculiarly susceptible, looked once 
more the hero— a character lately almost for- 
gotten in that of the lover. 

^^ Seen in this light," he said, ''our duty, 
to our country is also one of the most sacred 
of- those which we owe to our kindred and 
dependants, taken too on its greatest, its no- 
blest scale ! - The reflections, however, which 
the scene before us has awakened, have had 
their use i they have reminded me that, in the 
pride of performing a selected task, gratifying 
to our ambition or our vanity, we must not 
neglect the manifold and unpretending duties 
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which sarroxmd our homes. You will allow/' 
he added^ changing his manner from the grave 
to the sportive^ ^^ heroine as you are^ Julia, 
that in the intervale of peace^ at leasts we 
ought to thatdi the peasant's hut^ and see 
that he has grain to sow his fields — aye^'' he 
continued^ his voice and manner again be- 
coming seriousj ^^ and a cheerful countenance 
when he reaps them, emanating from the con- 
sciousness that a liberal portion of all which 
the labour of his hands has caused the ground 
to bring forth shall be his own and .his chil- 
dren's. Nor is this more than just : large 
estates were small, indeed, in value to their 
luxurious possessor, did not the sweat of the 
brow of his fellow-creature render them pro-< 
ductive. 

The impressions recdved by the mind of 
Fitz-Ullin on this evening were never effaced. 
In the course of promotion he became, as his 
father had been. Admiral Lord Ilta*Ullin, and. 
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under that title, continued to reap, when called 
upon by the emergencies of the state, laurels 
as distinguished as any gained by his great 
predecessor; but his people at home were 
never forgotten. His sons and his daughters 
were bom amongst them, and all the many 
silent blessings which fall from the hand of 
the resident landlord introduced into their 
dwellings. While as much of a long, blissful, 
and prosperous life as he could spare from his 
more active duties to his country, and his 
closer ties to his immediate family and de- 
pendants was devoted to the noble task of 
pleading the cause of the oppressed of his 
.native land in the great assembly of his peers. 



THE END. 



VOL. III. 
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ERRATA. 

VOL, I. 

I 

P«gel05, Line 14, for " claim to the attribute/* rtad " claim to 6« 

the attribute.*' 

. 115, 2, fw " but bestows," read " but to bestow." 

126, 16, /or "There the wife," read " TAc«« the wife." 

169,- — 6, /or "comebene," read "come 6cne." 

160, 13, /or "wha was," read "whawaii." 

_>. 162, 7, fw " she was doon-lying," read " she was at the 

doon-lying." 

238, 10, for " dirk and threw," read " dirk threw." 

269, 2, for " port, but before," read " port before." 

274, 13, for " over three," read ** over board three." 

286, 8, for " animate," read ** an innate." 

295, 16, for " feed on," read " feed with." 

815, 3, for ** In the next," read " For the next." 

328, In the motto, for " IngaU,»' read " Fingall." 

341, ' 9, for " lef," read " left." 

842, 20, fw ** fiends," read " fiend." 



VOL. II. 

Page 17, Line 8, for " laugn," read " laugh, it" 

l!L 62, 6, fw " GeSuemen 1" read " Julia." 

200, — r 8, for " stop all," reoi " strip all." 

248, 6, for " beauty o, recul " beauty of." 

261, 3, for " hey," read "they." 

269, S, for " Misses," read ** Messrs." 

276, 16, for " ne mar," read " ne war." 

299, 14, for ** frigate in question," read " frigate." 

800, 17, for " me from out," reod " me out." 



VOL, III. 

Page 12, Line 2, for ** the sigh expressed," re«wl " tho* expressed." 

JH 82, 8, /or "chrelins," read "clueUues." 

79, 18, /or "perverted word," read "world." 

.«« 99, -^- 2, /or "them," read "him." 

112, 1, /or "iJrevailed to," read "prevailed o« to." 

181, 6, for " There was," read " Thia was." 

188, 12, /or " every time," read "eyetjday.** 

201. 4, for " rising," read " rose." 

202, 1, for** traversed on the," reod " traversed the." 

204, 18, for " heroine ImpeWed by her," read " heroine 

and her." 

_« 226, 4, for " one half," read " remit one half." 

230, 1^ /or " dlsclosiues had been made?" read " dis- 

closure had been made under a/mos« anp 

other eireumetanceer* 

— 264, 21, for " ou hene," read " o«r heroine.** 

875. 16, for " aafety had," reaif " safety which had." 

_ 877, 8, for " tooked," read " took." 

408, 18, for " outUw of," read « outlaw with." 
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